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Programs Offered

$3,024,8368020WWAMI
$164,80082Minnesota Dental
$11,16721Public Health
$28,53321Occupational Therapy

$42,30041Optometry
$12,30021Podiatry

$946,800369Veterinary Medicine
$82,40041Dentistry

$105,60062Osteopathic Medicine
$636,000246Medicine

$1,865,1008022WICHE

Annual 
Cost

Total SlotsAnnual SlotsProgram

$5,054,73616844Grand Total



Return Rates

Graduates from 1989-2000 who were licensed to practice in MT in Sept. 2007
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Urban Ratio: 6.7
Rural Ratio:  3.7



Dentists per 10,000 Residents
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MT’s ratio of 5.6 dentists per 10,000 was below
the national ratio of 6.6 per 10,000 and ranked MT
30th in the nation. 
Source: American Dental Association, 2006
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Loan Repayment Incentive Programs

• 27 states have some form of loan repayment 
program for dentists

• 18 of the 27 states do not have a residency 
requirement to participate

• “…a shortage of outcome information exists from 
the state level.” NCSL 2005

• “Early findings suggest that state loan 
repayment programs are a cost-effective way to 
improve access to oral health services in 
underserved communities.” NCSL 2005



Service Payback Programs

• Montana currently does not require payback 
from students who do not return 

• Seven of twelve WICHE states require some 
form of payback (AK, AZ, CO, HI, NV, NM, WA)

• Concerns associated with a payback 
requirement include
- Decline in the quality of applicants
- Loss of continuity of care in communities
- Higher rates of specialization 


