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Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The enclosed Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared for the Cooney Dam Outlet Weir Replacement 
and Instrumentation Project and is submitted for your consideration. Please feel free to contact James P. Domino 
at (406) 444-6622, jdomino@mt.gov should you have any questions or comments about the project. Comments 
will be accepted until 5:00 p.m., Tuesday , July 1,2014. Comments can also be mailed to the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, State Water Projects Bureau, 14249" Ave., P.O. Box 
201601, Helena, MT 59620-1601, attention James P. Domino. The EA can also be viewed on the DNRC 
webpage at www.dnrc .mt.gov . Copies of the EA are also available upon request. Thank you for your interest. 
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MEPA CHECKLIST 

Part I. Proposed Action Description 

1. Type of Proposed State Action: Replacement of the Outlet Weir at Cooney Dam and the installation of 
automated monitoring equipment. 

2. Agency authority for the proposed action: 

Owner: MT Dept. of Natural Resources and Conservation; 
The Montana Legislature enacted statute 85-1- 101(1) through (6) MCA, which states: "It is hereby 
declared as follows:" 

(a) The general welfare of the people of Montana, in view of the state's 
population growth and expanding economy, requires that water resources of the 
state be put to optimum beneficial use and not wasted. 

(b) The public policy of the state is to promote the conservation, development, 
and beneficial use of the state's water resources to secure maximum economic 
and social prosperity for its citizens. 

(c) The state, in the exercise of its sovereign power, acting through the 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, shall coordinate the 
development and use of the water resources of the state so as to effect full 
utilization, conservation, and protection of its water resources . 

(d) The development and utilization of water resources and the efficient, 
economic distribution thereof is vital to the people in order to protect existing 
uses and to assure adequate future supplies for domestic, industrial , agricultural, 
and other beneficial uses . 

(e) The water resources of the state must be protected and conserved to assure 
adequate supplies for public recreational purposes and for the conservation of 
wildlife and aquatic life. 

(I) The public interest requires the construction, operation, and maintenance of a 
system of works for the conservation, development, storage, distribution , and 
utilization of water, which construction, operation, and maintenance is a single 
object and is in all respects for the welfare and benefit of the people of the state. 

85-2- 113 (2) MCA states: 
(b) require the owner or operator of appropriation facilities to install and maintain suitable 
controlling and measuring devices, except that the department may not require a meter on a 
water well outside of a controlled ground water area or proposed controlled ground water area 
unless the maximum appropriation of the we ll is in excess of the limitation contained in Sec. 85-2-
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306; (c) require the owner or operator of appropriation facilities to report to the department the 
readings of measuring devices at reasonable intervals and to file reports on appropriations; 

3. Name of Project Cooney Dam Outlet Weir Replacement and Instrumentation Project 

4. Name, Address and Phone Nnmber of Project Sponsor (if other than the agency) 

MT. Dept. of Natural Resources & Conservation, 14249"' Ave., P.O. Box 201601, Helena, 
MT 59620- 160 I (406) 444-6646 

S. If Applicable: Estimated Construction/Commencement Date September I, 2014 
Estimated Completion Date December 31, 2014 
Current Status of Project Design (% complete) 90% 

Note: A detailed project schedule is included in Appendix A. 

6. Location Affected by Proposed Action (county, range and township) 

Carbon County - Township 4S, Range 20E, Sec. 25 and 36. 

7. Project Size: Estimate the number of acres that would be directly affected that are currently: 

(a) Developed: (c) Floodplain ......... .. ....... acres 
Residential ............. . ..... acres 
Industrial ............. .. ...... acres (d) Productive: 
Open Space/ Irrigated cropland ......... acres 
Woodlands / Dry cropland .............. acres 
Recreation.................. acres Forestry .................... acres 

Rangeland .................. acres 
(b) Wetlands/Riparian Other .................... . ... acres 

Areas .......................... acres 
(e) Other: earthen dam ..... 112 acre 

8. Map/site plan: 

Maps and construction diagrams are attached (see Appendix A). 
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9. Narrative Summary of the Proposed Action or Project Includiug the Benefits and Purpose of the 
Proposed Action. 

Cooney Dam and Reservoir are located on Red Lodge Creek in Carbon County, approximately 7 miles west of 
Boyd, Montana . The dam is owned by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. The 
earth fill dam is 102 feet high, has a crest length of 2369 feet, and impounds 28,230 acre-feet of water at full 
pool. The water is used for supplemental irrigation on approximately 20,000 acres. Additional benefits include 
recreational use and nood control, although no specific allocations to these uses currently exist. The original 
dam was completed in 1937. The dam was raised five feet in 1982. In addition to raising the dam crest 
elevation, the dam was rehabilitated to meet current dam safety standards. Cooney Dam is classified as a high 
hazard dam. A dam is classified as high hazard if failure of the dam would endanger lives and property 
downstream. 

The measuring weir immediately downstream of the dam's outlet is 75 years old and needs replacement because 
it is severely dilapidated and in a state of eminent failure. The weir is essential for operating the dam safely and 
efficiently. Releases must be measured to safely manage the reservoir and to accurately deliver stored irrigation 
water. Weir replacement enhances dam safety . Non-action could result in weir failure with subsequent damage to 
the dam. Dam failure potentially results in downstream loss of life and infrastructure devastation. 

State statute requires SWPB to maintain suitable measuring devices on the dam. This project replaces the failed 
weir with a new measuring structure and automated instrumentation to measure and record weir nows and 
reservoir elevation, making dam operation more efficient. It enhances Montana's renewable resources by 
managing and preserving tributary storage; conserving water and soil; preserving cropland, natural resource
based recreation, and fish and aquatic habitat; and by improving water use efficiency by replacing a failing water 
measuring device required under Sec. 85-2-113. 

10. Listing of any other Local, State or Federal agency that has overlapping or additional jurisdiction. 

(a) Agency Name: 

Corps of Engineers 
Montana Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
Montana Dept. of Environmental Quality 
Montana Historical Preservation Office 
Montana Natural Heritage Program 

Type of Responsibility 
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10. (continned) 

(b) Permits Required: 

The following permits will be needed for the project: 

PERMIT ISSUING AGENCY 

Clean Water Act, 404-Permit 
MT Stream Protection Act (124) Permit 
Cultural Clearance 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
MT DFWP 
MT SHPO 

Short-Term Exemption from 
Surface Water Quality Standards 
(318 Authorization) MTDEQ 

(c) Funding: 

Proposed Project Budget 

Funding Source (grant/loan 01' cash reserves) Amount 

RRGL Grant $100,000.00 
Water Users In Kind $140,000.00 
DNRC In-Kind Services $ 20,000.00 

TOTAL $260,000.00 
.. 

Note: COIllIllItted mOl11es must have a WrItten letter cOIllIllIttmg funds to the project. 

Estimated Total Project Cost $ 260,000.00 

11. List of Agencies Consulted during Preparation of the EA: 

MT Dept. of Environmental Quality 

MT Dept. of Fish, Wildlife & Parks 

MT State Historic Preservation Office 

MT Natural Heritage Program 
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Pending 
Pending 
Pending 

Pending 

Committed/Unco 
mmitted 

Committed 
Committed 
Committed 



PART II. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST REVIEW 

t. PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

I. LAND RESOURCES 

Wi ll the proposed action 
result in : 

a. Soil instability or changes 
in geolog ic substructure? 

b. Di sruption. displ ace ment, 
erosion, compaction, 
moisture loss, or over
cove ring of soil which would 
reduce producti vity or 
ferti lity? 

c. Destruction, covering or 
mod ification of any unique 
geologic or physical 
features? 

d . Changes in siltation, 
deposition or erosion 
patterns that may modify the 
channel of a river or strea m 
or the bed or shore of a 
lake? 

e. Exposure of people or 
property (0 earthquakes, 
landslides, ground failure , or 
other natural hazard? 

f. Other: ___ _ 

Unknown * 

IMPACTS 

No Impacts M11l0 r Potentiall y 
Impacts· Significant 

Impacts· 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Can Impacts be Comment Index 

Mitiga ted* 

lb. 

Id. 

I b.) Si te disturbance would occur during constructi on. Some soil co mpaction may occur due to heavy equ ipment operation. Approx imately 250 cubic 
ya rds of material would be removed from a 112 acre area immediately east and north of the primary spi llway. Excavation will also occur be low the high 
water leve l of the rese rvoi r (but above standing wate r levels) to install the automated monitoring equipment. Effects are negligible in the long-term because 
of recl amation of all di sturbed areas. No adve rse or signifi cant impacts are anticipated. 

\d. ) The upstream and downstream face of the dam (adjace nt 10 the primary spi ll way) wil l be modified to all ow for Ihe placement of the new wei r and 
monitoring equipment. Impacts are ant ici pated to be minor and non-significant in the short and long-term. 
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PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
(Continued) 

2. AIR 

Wi ll the proposed action 
result in: 

a. Emission of air pollutants 
or deterioration of ambient 
air quality? 

b. Creation of objec ti onabl e 
odors? 

C. Alte ration of air 
movement , moist ure, or 
tempe rature patterns or any 
change in climate, either 
locally or regionally? 

d. Adverse effects on 
vegetation, including crops, 
due to increased emissions of 
poll uta illS? 

e. Other: ____ _ 

Unknown* 

IMPACTS 

No Impacts Minor Potentiall y 
Impacts· Significa nt 

Impacts* 

X 

X 

X 

X 

2 a. & b.) During construction , heavy equipment emissions will contain some pollutants and odor 
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Can Impacts be Comment Index 

Mitigated· 

2, 

2b 



PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT 

3. WATER 

Will the proposed action 
result in : 

a. Disc harge imo surface 
water or any alteration of 
surface water qua lity 
including but not limited to 
temperature, dissolved 
oxygen or turbidity? 

b. Changes in drainage 
palterns or the ratc and 
amount of surface runoff? 

C. Alteration of the course or 
magnitude of flood water or 
other flows? 

d. Changes in the amount of 
surface water in any water 
body or creation of a new 
water body? 

e. Exposure of people or 
prope rty 10 water related 
hazards such as flooding'! 

f. Changes in the qua lity of 
groundwater? 

g. Changes in the quantity of 
groundwater? 

h. Increase in the risk of 
comal11inat ion of surface or 
groundwater? 

i . Violation of the Montana 
Non-Degradat ion Statute'? 

j. Effects on any existing 
water right or rese rvation? 

k. Effects on other water 
use rs as a result of any 
alteration in surface or 
groundwater qual ity? 

J. Effects on other users as a 
result of any alteration in 
surface or grou ndwater 
quantity? 

Unknown* 

IMPACTS 

No Impac t Minor Potentially Can Impacts be Comment Index 
Impacts* Significant Mitigated* 

Impacts* 

33 

X 

X 

X 3e. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 3h. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

3 a, C & h) All construction withlll the rese rvOI r will occur above any water le vels and 1Tl dry condllions. The excavation and constructIOn associated wlth 
the weir will involve the install atio n of a temporary coffer darn to divert flows and dewater the site around the work location . A minimum of IScfs wi ll be 
fl ow ing through the outlet during construction. Impacts will be minor, short-term and end with project completion. Mi nor downstream ItIrbidity may be 
expericnced during construction , however , no long-term adverse affects will occur 10 downstream water use rs or 10 fi she ries habitat. Any temporary minor 
impacts will be mitigated by the implemcntat ion of appropriate erosion conlrol measures. The potentia l ex ists for contamination of surface water from 
construction equipment fluid lea ks. In order to red uce this likelihood , on-site equipment wi ll be required 10 be inspected prior to use, properly maintained 
and leak free. Refueling wi ll be required 10 take place away from any watercourse. All adverse, minor impacts are temporary, non-significant and will end 
with the completion of Ihe project. 
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PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
(Continued) 

4. VEGET A nON 

Wi ll the proposed action 
result in: 

a. Cha nges in the diversity, 
productivity or abundance of 
plant spec ies (inc luding 
trees, shrubs, grass, crops, 
and aquatic plants)? 

b. Alteration of a plant 
community? 

C. Adverse effects on any 
unique, rare, threatened , or 
endangered plant species? 

d. Reduction in acreage or 
productivity of any 
agricu ltural land? 

c. Establishment or spread of 
noxious weeds? 

f. Othe r: ___ _ 

Unknown* 
No Impacts 

X 

X 

X 

X 

IMPACTS 

Minor Potential ly Can Impacts be Comment Index 
Impacts· Significant mitigated* 

Impacts· 

X 4, 

4 c.) An increase inlloxious weeds may occur due to soi l disturbance and equipment operation. Effects are negligible in the long-term because 
of reclamation and weed control implementalion. 
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PHYSICAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
(Continued) 

IMPACTS 

Unknown'" 
No Impacts Minor Potential ly Can Impacts be Comment Index 

5. FISH/WILDLIFE 

Wil! the proposed acti on 
resul t in : 

a. Deterioration o f cr itical 
fi sh or wi ld life habitat? 

b. Changes in the di ve rsity 
or abu ndance of game 
animals or bird species? 

c . Changes in the di ve rsity 
or abundance of nongame 
species? 

d. Introd uction of Ilew 
species into an area? 

C. Crea tion of a ba rrier 10 

the migration or movement 
of animals? 

f. Adve rse effects all any 
unique, rare , threatened, or 
enda ngered spec ies? 

g. Increase in conditions 
that stress wildlife 
populations or limit 
abundance (incl uding 
harassment , legal or ill egal 
harvest or other human 
acti vity)? 

h. Olher: ____ _ 

5b & g) 

Impac ts· Significa nt Mit igated'" 
Impacts* 

X 

X 
5b. 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
5g. 

Local wildlife with in the vicinity of the project would most likely avoid the immediate work site during construction. Thi s impact would be minor, 
non-significant and end upon project completi on. 

A species of spec ial conce rn file search was conducted by the Montana Natural Heritage Prog ram. Listed wildlife and fi sh species include 
Bald Eag le, Ferruginous Ha wk, Golden Eagle, Blac k-tailed Prairie Dog and Northern Redbe lly Dace. There have been no observed 
nesting raptors in the immediate vicinity. No significant impacts are antic ipated to any wildlife or fi sh spec ies as a result of the project. 

All nOll-significa nt or potent iall y adve rse im pac ts 10 fi sh and wildlife resources will be temporary, minor, short-term and end upon completion of the 
projec t. 
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2. HUMAN 
ENVIRONMENT 

6. NOISE/ELECTRICAL 
EFFECTS 

Wi ll the proposed action 
result in: 

a. Increases in existing noise 
levels'? 

b. Exposure of people to 
severe or lluisance noi se 
leve ls? 

c . Creat ion of electrostatic or 
electromagnetic effects that 
could be detrimental to 
human health or property? 

d. Interference with radio or 
telev ision reception and 
operation? 

e . Other: ___ _ 

Unknown'" 
No Impacts Minor 

Impacts· 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6 a & b.) Noise levels will increase tempo rarily during the construction period . 
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IMPACTS 

Potentially Can Impacts be Comment Index 
Sign ificant Mitigated'" 
Impacts· 

6, 

6b 



HDr\'IAN ENVIRONMENT 
(Continued) 

7. LAND USE 

Wi ll the proposed action 
result in: 

<J. Alteration of or 
interference with the 
productivity or profitabili ty 
of the ex isting land use of an 
area? 

b. Conflict with a designa ted 
natural area or area of 
unusual sc ientific or 
educat ional importance'! 

c. Conflict with any existing 
land use whose presence 
would constrain or 
potentially prohibit the 
proposed action? 

d. Adverse effects on or 
relocation of residences? 

c. Other: ____ _ 

Unknown* 
No Impacts 

X 

X 

X 

X 

IMPACTS 

Minor Potentially Can Impacts be Comment Index 
Impacts* Significant Mitigated* 

Impacts* 
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HUJ\'IAN ENVIRONMENT 
(Continued) 

8. RISK/HEALTH 
HAZARDS 

Will the proposed action 
resu lt in : 

a. Ri sk of an explosion or 
release of ha zardous 
substances (including but not 
limited to o il, pesticides, 
chemicals, or radiation) in 
the eve nt of an accidelll or 
other forms of di sruption? 

b. Affect an ex isting 
emergency response or 
emerge ncy evacuation plan 
or create a need for a new 
plan? 

c. Crea tion of any human 
health hazard or potential 
ha zard? 

d. Other: ___ _ 

Unknown· 
No Impacts 

X 

X 

X 

IMPACTS 

Minor Potential ly Can Impacts be Comme nt Index 
Impacts· Significant Mitigated · 

Impacts· 
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HUMAN ENVIRONMENT 
(Continued) 

9. COMMUNITY 
IMPACTS 

Will the proposed ac tion 
rcsuh in: 

a. Alteration of the location , 
distribution, density, or 
growth rate of the human 
popu lation of an area? 

b. Alteration of [he social 
structure of a community? 

c. Alteration of the leve l or 
distribution of cmploy rncm 
or community or personal 
income? 

d. Changes in industrial or 
commercia l acti vity? 

C. Increased traffi c hazards 
or effects on ex isting 
Iransponalion facilities or 
patterns of movement of 
people and goods? 

f. Other : ___ _ 

Unknown* 
No Impacts 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

IMPACTS 

Minor Potentially Can Impacts be Comment Index 
irnpacIs* Sign ificant Miligalcd* 

impacls* 
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HUMAN ENVIRON~IENT 
(Continued) 

10. PUBLIC SERVICES/ 
TAXES/UTILITIES 

Will the proposed action : 

a. Have an effec t UPOIl or 
result in a Ileed for ne w or 
altered goverlilnenta l 
services in any of the 
following areas: fire or 
police protection, schools, 
parks/rec reationa l facilities, 
roads or other public 
ma intena nce, water suppl y, 
sewer or septic systems, 
solid waste disposal , health , 
or other gove rnmental 
services? If any, specify: 
parks/ recreational faci lities 

b. Have an effect upon the 
local or state tax base and 
revenues? 

C. Result in a need for new 
facilities or substantial 
alterations of any of the 
following utilities: electric 
power, natural gas, other 
fuel suppl y or distribution 
systems, or communications? 

d . Result in increased use o f 
any energy source? 

e. Other : ____ _ 

Unknown· 
No Impacts 

X 

X 

X 

X 

IMPACTS 

Minor Potentially Can Impacts be Comment Index 
Impac ts· Significant Mitigated · 

Impacts· 
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HUi\IAN ENVI RONMENT 
(Conlinued) 

II . AESTHETICSI 
RECREATION 

Willihe proposed ac lioll 
result in : 

a. Alteration of any scenic 
vi sta or creation of an 
aestheticall y offensive site or 
effec t that is open to public 
view? 

b. Alteration of the aesthetic 
character of a community or 
neighborhood? 

c. Alteration of the quality 
or quantity of rec reational 
opportunities and seuings? 

d. Other: ___ _ 

Unknown· 
No Impacts 

X 

IMPACTS 

Minor POiemially Can Impacts be COlllment Index 
Impacts· Significant Mitigated· 

Impacts· 

X II a 

X I Ie 

II a & c. ) Cooney State Park is immediately adjacent to the dam and construction will temporaril y affect the aesthetics of the area in the 
shorf-lerm. Some anglers. pic nickers or campers may be impacted. The quality of the rec reational opportunities and selling will be 
temporarily impacted during constructi on. The effects will be short-term and end with the completion of the project. No significant impacts 
arc anticipated. 
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IIU~IAN ENVIRON~IENT 
(Conti nued) 

12 . CULTURAL! 
HISTORICAL 
RESOURCES 

Will the proposed action 
resu lt in: 

a. Destruction or alteration 
of any sile , structure or 
object o f prehistoric, 
historic, or paleollloiogical 
importance? 

b. Physical change Ihal 
wou ld affect unique cultural 
va lues? 

c. Effec ts on ex isting 
religious or sacred uses of a 
site or area? 

d. Other: ___ _ 

Unknown· 

IMPACTS 

No Impacts Minor Potenti all y Ca n hnpacis be Comment Index 
hnpacls* Significant Mitigated· 

Impacts· 

X 

X 

X 
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3. SIGNIFICANCE 
CRITERIA 

13. SUMMARY 
EVALUATION OF 
SIGNIFICANCE 

Will the proposed action , 
considered as a whole: 

a. Have impacts that arc 
individually limited , but 
cumulati vely considerable'! 
(A project or program may 
resull in impacts on two or 
mOTe separate resources 
which creale a significant 
effect when considered 
fOgcliler or in total.) 

h. Involve pOienlia! risks or 
adverse effects which are 
uncertain but extremely 
hazardous if they were to 
occur? 

c. Potentially conflict with 
the substanti ve requiremems 
of any local, sia le , or federa l 
law. regulation , standard or 
forma l plan? 

d. Establi sh a precedent or 
likelihood Ihat future actions 
with signifi ca nt 
envirollmcllIai impacts will 
be proposed? 

e. Generate substantial 
debate or controve rsy about 
the nature of the impacts that 
wou ld be crealCd? 

f. Other: ___ _ 

Unknown* 
No Impacts 

X 

X 

X 

X 

IMPACTS 

Minor Poremial ly Can Impacts be Comment Index 
Impacts* Significant Mitigated* 

Impacts* 

X 13, 

13 a.) ShorHerm, temporary impacts wi ll occur in the quality of the recreationa l opportunities and experience. All impacts are temporary, 
non-significant , wi ll end with the compl et ion of the project, and wi ll be mitigated by reclamation of any disturbed areas . 
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Part III. Alternatives and Evaluation 

I. Description and analysis of reasonable alternatives (including the no action alternative) to the 
proposed action whenever alternatives are reasonably available and prudent to consider and a discussion 
of how the alternatives would be implemented: 

A. No action - This would not allow for adequate monitoring of current conditions at the reservoir, 
and could result in a delay to address any potentially unsafe conditions at a designated high hazard dam. 
This could affect the integrity of the dam itself and increase the risk to the public and property 
downstream. In addition, the supply of irrigation water could be negatively affected, resulting in 
potentially severe economic hardship to the agricultural economy of the area. The recreational use of 
the reservoir would also be negatively affected if the dam cannot be safely operated. This would be a 
violation of 85-2-113 (2) MCA 

B. Proceed as planned with the project - This will have the beneficial effects of reducing the 
likelihood of any serious conditions being overlooked due lack of adequate monitoring information, thus 
helping to protect the integrity of the dam. Downstream public and property risks associated with a high 
hazard dam would be reduced. The action alternative would also meet the full requirements of Sec. 85-
2-113 (2). 

2. Evaluation and listing of mitigation, stipulation, or other control measures enforceable by the agency 
or another government agency: 

All impacts cited are minor. Any areas disturbed by the construction would be reclaimed. 

3. Based on the significance criteria evaluated in this EA, is an EIS required? YES / NO If an EIS is 
not required, explain why. 

The EA is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action. 

Because of the short-term nature of the actual construction impacts associated with this project and the 
beneficial, long-term affects to the required monitoring of flows at the dam and to public safety, an EA 
is the appropriate level of analysis for this proposed action. 

4. Describe the level of public involvement for this project if any and, given the complexity and the 
seriousness of the environmental issues associated with the proposed action, is the level of public 
involvement appropriate under the circumstances? 

The appropriate level of public involvement for this proposal is the distribution of the EA to those listed 
on the cover page, and publication on the DNRC website. This is an appropriate level of public 
involvement considering the minor, non-significant impacts of the environmental issues associated with 
the proposed action. 

21 



5. Duration of comment period if any: A 30 day comment period will be provided. Copies of the EA 
can be obtained from the address listed in paragraph 6. The EA can also be viewed on the DNRC 
website at www.dnrc.state. llll.us. 

6. Name, title, addresses and telephone number of the Person(s) Responsible for Preparing the EA, and 
comment submission information is listed below: 

James P. Domino, Environmental Science Specialist, Department of Natural Resources and 
Conservation, Water Resources Division, State Water Projects Bureau, 1424 9!h Ave. , P.O. Box 
201601, Helena, MT 59620-1601, (406) 444-6622. E-mail: jdomino@mt.gov 

Comments can be mailed, e-mailed or submitted by telephone. Comments will be accepted until the 
closing date listed on !he EA cover page. 

Part IV. Narrative Evaluation and Comment 

The project as proposed will not have any significant impacts. The impacts associated wi!h the actual 
construction will be short-term and end with the completion of the project. Impacts associated with 
weed proliferation and !he quality of !he recreational experience will be mitigated by reclamation and 
weed control efforts. Any impacts to recreationislS will end with !he completion of !he project. All of 
!he work is being performed above the reservoir water level, and proper precautions will be 
implemented to protect Red Lodge Creek water resources, so no significant water quality impacts will 
be experienced. The long-term public benefits, including enhanced public safety and the protection of 
property downstream from a high hazard dam, outweigh any minor short-term, temporary impacts. 
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Appendix A: 

• Project Photographs 
• Detailed Project Schedule 
• Location Map and Construction Diagrams 

23 



Project Photographs: 
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Cooney Weir Project Schedule 

.July 2013 

August 2013 

Septcmbcr 201 3 

October 2013 

April 2014 

May 2014 to 
August 2014 

Septembcr 2014 

October 2014 

Novcmber 20 14 

Decembcr 2014 

Finish WUA Agrecmcnt w/Dnrc 
Write, review and cdit RFP 

Advertise RFP for 3 wccks 
Distribute 1'01' rcvicw last week of August 

Revicw Proposals and hire Consultant 

I3cgin Design 

Advertise Projcct for Constrnction - 3 weeks 
Bid opening - Award Contractlastwcck of April 

Ilirc Contractor - Documentation, submillal rev iew and approval 
Procure Materials 1'01' Instrumcntation 

I3cgin Construction 

Install Instrumcntation 

Completc Projcct 

Close-out Project 
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Person with di sabi lities who need an alternative accessible format of this document should contact: 

http: //dnrc.mt .gov/wrd 

Montana Depa,1ment of Natural Resources and Conservat ion 
Water Resources Division 

14249'10 Ave. P.O. Box 20160 1 
Helena, MT 59620-160 I 

Telephone (406) 444-6646 
Fax (406) 444-0533 


