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PUBLIC NOTICE OF PRELIMINARY DETERMINATION ON AN AIR QUALITY PERMIT 
APPLICATION 

ARM5024-140 
 

1. On May 19, 2014, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality – Air Resources Management 
Bureau (Department) received an application from Ash Grove Cement Company (Ash Grove) for a 
major modification to their Montana Air Quality Permit (MAQP). The application was given number 
MAQP# 2005-10.  The permittee’s mailing address and physical address is 100 Montana Highway 
518, Clancy, MT 59634.   

2. The proposed project will allow for the modernization of the operation of the portland cement 
manufacturing facility including:  Replacement of the wet-process kiln with a more energy efficient 
pre-heater, pre-calciner kiln; construction of an overland conveyor for transporting raw materials from 
the quarry to reduce truck traffic through Montana City; and increasing cement production and storage 
capabilities of the plant. The MAQP will also be revised to address the Portland Cement Maximum 
Achievable Control Technology (MACT) Standard, the New Source Performance Standard for 
portland cement facilities, and the Federal Regional Haze Implementation Plan. It will also incorporate 
requirements from the consent decree in United States v. Ash Grove Cement Co., Case No. 
2:13-cv-02299-JTM-DJW (D. Kan 2013). 

3. The Department proposes to issue the permit.  The preliminary determination required by 
Administrative Rules of Montana (ARM) Title 17, Chapter 8, Subchapter 7, Permit, Construction and 
Operation of Air Contaminant Sources, was posted on June 13, 2014, to the Department’s website, and 
electronic mail notification was provided to the applicant and to any members of the public who had 
requested a notice.  The applicant filed a public notice of the application for permit in the Helena 
Independent Record on December 21, 2013. 

4. The permit application has received a Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) ARM Title 17, 
Chapter 8, Subchapter 8 review.  The Department has determined that the proposed conditions will 
require the use of Best Available Control Technology (BACT) on all affected sources.  The pollutants 
requiring PSD review for this application are volatile organic compounds (VOCs), greenhouse gases 
(GHGs) and carbon monoxide (CO).  There are no Class I increments for VOCs, GHGs or CO. 

5. Any member of the public desiring to comment must submit such comments in writing to the 
Department of Environmental Quality, Permitting and Compliance Division, Attn. Air Quality 
Permitting Supervisor, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, Montana  59620-0901, or by electronic mail to 
chenrikson@mt.gov.  Comments may address the preliminary determination or information 
submitted in the application.  To be considered, the comments must be received by July 14, 2014, 
which is thirty (30) days after the date of posting of the preliminary determination.  Copies of the 
application and the preliminary determination may be inspected at the Department's office in Helena. 
Contact the permit writer, Craig Henrikson, at (406) 444-6711, or the Helena Office, with specific 
questions relating to this draft permit. 

6. The Department intends to issue a decision to approve or deny the application following the end of the 
public comment period, no later than August 1, 2014, after reviewing and responding to comments.  A 
copy of the decision may be obtained at the above address. The permit becomes final 15 days after the 
issuance of the Department's decision to approve or deny. 

7. Any person directly and adversely affected by the Department’s decision may request a hearing before 
the Montana Board of Environmental Review (Board) by filing such a request with the Board at the 
following address within 15 days after the Department issues the decision: Secretary, Board of 
Environmental Review, P.O. Box 200901, Helena, Montana 59620-0901   If a request for hearing is 
filed, an affidavit setting forth the grounds for the request must be filed with the Board at the same 
address within 30 days after the Department renders its decision. Any hearing will be held under the 
contested cases provisions of the Montana Administrative Procedure Act. *** 


