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LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE CENTER 
INDEXED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS-March 2004 

 
ALCOHOL-DRUG TREATMENT DRUNKEN 
DRIVING 
"DUI PROGRAM SUGGESTED FOR EASTMONT SITE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 24 
 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY ENERGY SUPPLY 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
"UNFRIENDLY FIRE:  CONCERN OVER MERCURY POLLUTION DRIVES OPPOSITION TO 
COAL-FIRED PLANT"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 26 
 
BUDGET--MONTANA 
"REPORT:  STATE BUDGET HOLDING ITS OWN FOR NOW"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 
MAR 12 
 
CATTLE FOREIGN TRADE 
"MSGA CRITICIZES USDA RUSH TO REOPEN CANADIAN BORDER"; BIG SKY BUSINESS 
JOURNAL; 2004 MAR 15 
 
COALBED METHANE OIL AND GAS LEASES 
"STILLWATER COUNTY RESIDENTS GET CBM PRIMER"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 22 
 
COURTS INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
"CAN WE AFFORD NOT TO COMPUTERIZE THE COURTS? GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 
MAR 23 
 
CRIME 
"COUNTY SEES FEWER CRIMES THAN CITY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 10 
 
CRIMINAL STATISTICS 
"CRIME DIPS BUT NOT MUCH"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 10 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT--MONTANA 
"LOCAL CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF TO SUPPORT PORT AUTHORITY"; INDEPENDENT 
OBSERVER; 2004 MAR 25 
 
EDUCATIONAL FINANCE 
"CLOSURE OF OFFICES ALSO CONSIDERED:  PROPOSAL WOULD COMBINE 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 15 
 
EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA 
"ELEMENTARY BUDGET $1M SHORT FOR '04-'05:  MEETING SET MONDAY TO DISCUSS 
MILL LEVY"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 27 
 
EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA SCHOOLS 
"MCPS EYES PROGRAM, STAFF CUTS:  ATHLETICS, GIFTED EDUCATION, LIBRARY, ART, 
BAND CONSIDERED"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 16 
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"SCHOOL SALE MIGHT HELP FISCAL WOES"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 24 
 
EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA 
"VOTERS SPLIT ON SD2 BONDS:  ELEMENTARY BOND OK'D; NEW HIGH SCHOOL, 
RENOVATIONS FAIL:  TURNOUT FOR MAIL-IN BALLOT 63%, ELECTION OFFICIALS SAY"; 
BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 25 
 
EDUCATIONAL REFORM 
"U.S. SET TO EASE SOME PROVISIONS OF SCHOOL LAW"; NEW YORK TIMES; 2004 MAR 14 
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES 
"CITIES HOPING TO BUY UTILITY"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 17 
 
"CORPORATION FILES BANKRUPTCY PLAN:  BATTLE ENSUES OVER UTILITY'S FUTURE 
ACCOUNTING UNDER INVESTIGATION PROTECTIONS DON'T EXTEND TO FORMER 
PRESIDENT"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 12 
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES 
"NORTHWESTERN EXPECTS TO MAKE BANKRUPTCY DEADLINE:  PSC SAYS RATES WON'T 
GO UP AS A RESULT OF REORGANIZATION"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 5 
 
"NWC FILES PLAN FOR REORGANIZATION:  130 PAGES DESCRIBE HOW  COMPANY WILL 
PAY CREDITORS, LEGAL FEES"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 12 
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES PUBLIC 
UTILITY COMMISSIONS--MONTANA 
“PSC ATTORNEY SAYS UTILITY'S RECOVERY PLAN FAILS TO PROTECT CONSUMERS"; 
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 17 
 
ELECTRIC UTILITY INDUSTRIES DAMS--
MONTANA 
"PUBLIC POWER ISSUE ON BALLOT?  LAWMAKER AGAIN EYES PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF 
UTILITY OPERATIONS"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2004 MAR 23 
 
EMINENT DOMAIN OIL AND GAS LEASES 
"COURT RULES:  A WELL IS NOT A MINE"; MILES CITY STAR; 2004 MAR 30 
 
"WELL NOT A MINE, DIVIDED SUPREME COURT SAYS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 30 
 
ENERGY SUPPLY ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
"CIRCLE SITE PICKED FOR COAL PLANT:  PERMIT APPLICATIONS TO BE SUBMITTED TO 
STATE BY EARLY JUNE"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 18 
 
ENERGY SUPPLY 
"MDU RESOURCES ACQUIRES INTEREST IN CARIB POWER"; BIG SKY BUSINESS JOURNAL; 
2004 MAR 15 
 
ENERGY SUPPLY ELECTRIC UTILITY 
INDUSTRIES 
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"POWER COUNCIL SAYS NORTHWEST HAS SURPLUS:  REPORT CITES NEW PLANTS, 
CONSERVATION PROJECTS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 2 
 
ENERGY SUPPLY ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
"RESIDENTS HOT OVER COAL PLANT:  DEQ TO MEET WITH PUBLIC THURSDAY AT 
SENIOR CENTER"; CLARK FORK VALLEY PRESS; 2004 MAR 31 
 
FOREST MANAGEMENT 
"FOREST PROJECTS AIM AT FIRE PREVENTION"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 MAR 15 
 
"FTM FUELS REDUCTION PLAN OKAYED BY RESIDENTS"; WESTERN NEWS; 2004 MAR 31 
 
"NEW FOREST PLAN TO TAKE BROADER ROLE IN PRODUCT MANAGEMENT"; RAVALLI 
REPUBLIC; 2004 MAR 19 
 
HEALTH CARE--MONTANA MEDICAID 
"HOW MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENT WILL EFFECT ROOSEVELT MEDICAL CENTER"; THE 
SEARCHLIGHT; 2004 MAR 11 
 
HIGHER EDUCATION--MONTANA UNIVERSITIES 
"REGENTS VOTE YES, THEN NO:  GROUPS:  DECISION WAS POLITICAL POWER PLAY TO 
STIFLE ACTIVISM"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 27 
 
HOSPITALS MEDICAID 
"NEMHS TO RECEIVE $473,000:  GOVERNOR MARTZ ANNOUNCES $28 MILLION FOR 
MONTANA HOSPITALS"; HERALD NEWS; 2004 MAR 4 
 
"ROOSEVELT MEMORIAL TO RECEIVE NEARLY $71,400:  GOVERNOR MARTZ ANNOUNCES 
$28 MILLION FOR MONTANA HOSPITALS"; SEARCHLIGHT; 2004 MAR 4 
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS 
"INDIAN WOMAN PRAISED FOR TRUST FUND FIGHT;  GOVERNMENT STILL HASN'T FIXED 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEM"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 25 
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS PAROLE AND PROBATION 
"PAROLE BOARD RULES:  INDIAN CULTURE TRAINING IN WORKS"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 6 
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS--EDUCATION EDUCATIONAL 
TESTING 
"TRIBE FEARS LOSS OF CULTURE THROUGH MANDATED SCHOOL STANDARDIZATION"; 
MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 22 
 
INDIAN AFFAIRS--MONTANA 
"FOUR GOVERNOR CANDIDATES WOO INDIANS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 25 
 
INSURANCE MOTOR VEHICLES 
"LAWMAKERS SEEK WAY TO REDUCE UNINSURED MOTORISTS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 
2004 MAR 9 



 4

 
JAILS--MONTANA 
"ANACONDA'S NEW JAIL UP AND RUNNING"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2004 MAR 18 
 
"COUNCIL OKS JAIL EXTENSION:  CONTRACTOR AGREES TO PAY DAILY FINES OF $750 
BEYOND 45-DAY PERIOD"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2004 MAR 25 
 
JAILS--MONTANA 
"COUNTY EXPECTS AID WITH JAIL GROWTH"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 3 
 
"COUNTY OPTS FOR FURTHER STUDY ON JAIL"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 MAR 
31 
 
"COUNTY PROPOSES REGIONAL PRISON TO SOLVE OVERCROWDING"; YELLOWSTONE 
COUNTY NEWS; 2004 MAR 5 
 
"JUDGES DECRY JAIL DELAYS:  COUNTY COMMISSION GIVEN MARCH 31 DEADLINE TO 
MOVE ON BOND ISSUE"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 MAR 4 
 
"THE PRICE OF JUSTICE:  WEEKEND COURT COST ESTIMATED AT $300 K"; BOZEMAN 
DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 MAR 15 
 
"RELIC OF THE PAST:  ANTIQUATED MADISON COUNTY JAIL MAY BE REMNANT OF 
YESTERYEAR, BUT OFFICIALS SAY IT DOES THE JOB"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 
2004 MAR 14 
 
LAND TRUSTS 
"STATE LANDS PLANNING MOVES FORWARD WITH PUBLIC INPUT"; WHITEFISH PILOT; 
2004 MAR 11 
 
LICENSE PLATES 
"DRIVERS CAN CHOOSE FROM 47 PLATES:  LEWIS, CLARK MOST POPULAR OFFERING"; 
GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 24 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT--MONTANA 
"COLSTRIP IN UPROAR OVER COP PROPOSAL"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 17 
 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES--MONTANA 
"MENTAL HEALTH COURT STEERS DEFENDANTS TO TREATMENT:  TWO-YEAR GRANT 
WILL FUND NEW PROGRAM IN MISSOULA"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 27 
 
MINING--MONTANA 
"JEWELER TAKES SHOT AT MINE PLANNED FOR WESTERN MONTANA"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 25 
 
MINING--MONTANA ENVIRONMENTAL 
CLEANUP 
 
"MINE CLEANUP COSTS NOT SOLELY ON TAXPAYERS:  DEBATE INTENSIFIES AS MINING 
COMPANIES ASK VOTERS TO REPEAL CYANIDE-LEACH BAN"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 
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2004 MAR 8 
 
MOTOR VEHICLES 
"LAWMAKERS SEEK WAY TO REDUCE UNINSURED:  MOTORISTS WITHOUT INSURANCE 
BIG ISSUE FOR MANY MONTANANS"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 9 
 
NATURAL GAS UTILITIES UTILITY RATES 
"UTILITY SEEKS NATURAL GAS RATE INCREASE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 27 
 
OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENTS 
"EIS TO EXAMINE ONLY STARTECH'S PROPOSED WELLS:  OTHER TWO BIDDERS NEGLECT 
TO SUBMIT INFORMATION REQUIRED TO PROCESS PERMIT"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 
2004 MAR 18 
 
PRISONERS--HEALTH CARE JAILS--MONTANA 
"MISSOULA COUNTY JAIL:  MEDICINE BEHIND BARS:  BALANCING THE NEEDS OF THE 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM AGAINST INMATE HEALTH CARE IS 'TRICKY', SHERIFF SAYS 
MISSOULA COUNTY'S JAIL DOCTOR STEPPING DOWN AFTER 12 YEARS"; MISSOULIAN; 
2004 MAR 13 
 
PRIVATE CORRECTIONS--SHELBY 
CORRECTIONS--MONTANA 
"PRISON WARDEN UPDATES CHAMBER ON CCC'S GROWTH, ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO 
AREA"; PIONEER PRESS; 2004 MAR 10 
 
PRIVATE CORRECTIONS--SHELBY 
"SHELBY PRISON ADDING BEDS:  FACILITY FINDS ROOM FOR 60 MORE INMATES"; GREAT 
FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 23 
 
"WARDEN MACDONALD HIGHLIGHTS COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT, GROWTH AT 
SHELBY'S CCA PRISON:  CUT BANK CHAMBER MEETING WELL ATTENDED"; WESTERN 
BREEZE; 2004 MAR 5 
 
PROPERTY TAX--MONTANA 
"PPL MOVE FREES UP TAXES:  COMPANY REDUCES AMOUNT OF PROTESTED TAXES, 
LETTING COUNTY SPEND SET-ASIDE FUNDS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 17 
 
RAILROADS--MONTANA 
"TESTER ORGANIZES MEETING ON BIG SANDY RAILWAY SPUR"; HAVRE DAILY NEWS; 
2004 MAR 18 
 
"WILL THEY OR WON'T THEY...BNSF PLANS LINE ABANDONMENT"; CIRCLE BANNER; 2004 
MAR 11 
 
REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE TOBACCO TAX 
"CIGARETTE TAX HIKE IN WORKS"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 MAR 12 
 
REFERENDUM AND INITIATIVE MINING--
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MONTANA 
"CYANIDE BALLOT INITIATIVE SURFACES:  PROPOSAL SEEKS TO WORK WITHIN WATER, 
AIR LAWS"; WESTERN NEWS; 2004 MAR 5 
 
"CYANIDE-LEACH BAN MAY BE PUT ON BALLOT AGAIN:  MINING BACKERS WANT 
STATE'S VOTERS TO REPEAL RESTRICTION"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 3 
 
"GROUP SEEKS VOTE TO PUT CYANIDE BAN IN CONSTITUTION"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 
2004 MAR 28 
 
RIVERS WATER QUALITY 
"GALLATIN ORW EFFORTS CONTINUE"; LONE PEAK LOOKOUT; 2004 MAR 11 
 
RURAL SCHOOLS 
"TINY SCHOOLS BRACE FOR BIG CUTS:  DIFFICULT TIMES LEAVE RURAL DISTRICTS 
DEBATING CLOSURES, MUCH HEAVIER WORKLOADS FOR TEACHERS"; GREAT FALLS 
TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 16 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURES 
"6TH-GRADE TEACHERS WANT KIDS TO STAY PUT"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 23 
 
"THE ABCS OF SCHOOL CLOSURE IN MISSOULA"; MISSOULA INDEPENDENT; 2004 MAR 11 
 
"CLOSURES THREATEN TRADITION:  PARENTS AND OFFICIALS STRUGGLE FOR 
SOLUTIONS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 14 
 
"JUMBO, PRESCOTT CLOSED:  DISTRICT MUST NOW DECIDE WHERE TO PLACE 
RATTLESNAKE MIDDLE SCHOOLERS"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 26 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURES EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--
MONTANA 
"SUN RIVER MIDDLE SCHOOL TO BE CLOSED"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 26 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURES 
"TRUSTEES TO WEIGH SCHOOL CLOSURE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 21 
 
SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION EDUCATIONAL 
FINANCE--MONTANA 
"CONSOLIDATION WILL GET A LOOK IN KG, BLUE SKY"; HAVRE DAILY NEWS; 2004 MAR 
26 
 
SCHOOL CONSOLIDATION 
"KG, BLUE SKY RESIDENTS OPT TO PURSUE CONSOLIDATION"; HAVRE DAILY NEWS; 2004 
MAR 23 
 
SCHOOLS EDUCATIONAL FINANCE--MONTANA 
"MALTA SCHOOLS EYE $3.355 MILLION GENERAL FUND BUDGET WITH NO STAFF CUTS, 
RURAL SCHOOLS INTACT"; PHILLIPS COUNTY NEWS; 2004 MAR 24 
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"OLD IDEAS TO EASE CROWDING AT HIGH SCHOOLS BACK ON TABLE:  MAGNET 
SCHOOLS, RENTING RETAIL SPACE, REDRAWING DISTRICTS TO BE WEIGHED 
HOMEOWNER DELIGHTED SCHOOL PLANS REJECTED"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 26 
 
"SCHOOL UNIFICATION DEBATED IN DEER LODGE SCHOOL UNIFICATION STRICTLY 
'GOVERNANCE' MONTANA STANDARD; 2004 MAR 21 
 
STATE FINANCE--MONTANA COAL TAX TRUST 
FUND 
"$10.5M LOAN FROM COAL-TAX FUND APPROVED"; INDEPENDENT RECORD; 2004 MAR 12 
 
SUICIDE MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
"PROTECTIVE CUSTODY AND COST OF SUICIDE THREATS:  SUICIDE PREVENTION:  CITY 
AND COUNTY OFFICIALS WRESTLE WITH COMMITMENT OF PROTECTING RESIDENTS 
FROM HURTING, KILLING SELVES"; BOZEMAN DAILY CHRONICLE; 2004 MAR 14 
 
TOURIST TRADE TAXATION 
"RESORT TAX DEBATED IN ENNIS"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2004 MAR 10 
 
TOURIST TRADE TAXATION LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT--MONTANA 
"RESORT TAX UP FOR DISCUSSION"; DAILY INTERLAKE; 2004 MAR 1 
 
TUITION COLLEGE COSTS 
"REGENTS CRITICAL OF BIG STUDENT FEE INCREASES"; MONTANA STANDARD; 2004 
MAR 27 
 
UNIVERSITY SYSTEM 
"DENNISON 'HUMILIATED' BY DEFICIT:  REGENTS CONFIDENT TRUST WITH UM WILL BE 
RESTORED ASUM CHEERS SHELVING HIGHER FEES"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 26 
 
"UM ATHLETICS:  LAWMAKERS URGE AMITY AMID DEFICIT AFTERSHOCK:  SENATE 
PRESIDENT KEENAN LAUDS UNIVERSITY'S RESPONSE"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 26 
 
UTILITY RATES ELECTRIC UTILITY 
INDUSTRIES 
"ECONOMIST REPORTS ON NWE:  MONTANA CUSTOMERS CHARGED TOO MUCH"; 
BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 9 
 
"NORTHWESTERN LOOKING FOR 'COMMON GROUND':  EXECUTIVES HAMMER ON PSC 
ABOUT GAS PRICES"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 25 
 
"NORTHWESTERN:  NO RATE HIKE IN REORGANIZATION:  PROCESS COULD BE 
COMPLETED THIS YEAR, UTILITY EXECUTIVE SAYS"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 MAR 
13 
 
VOTING PRECINCTS 
"GLACIER COUNTY VOTERS TO RECEIVE BILLFOLD CARDS BEFORE PRIMARY ELECTION:  
ALL RESIDENTS ENCOURAGED TO UPDATE INFORMATION"; WESTERN BREEZE; 2004 
MAR 5 
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"PONDERA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS TURN SIX PRECINCTS INTO THREE"; VALIERIAN; 
2004 MAR 4 
 
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
"FEDS ALTER GRIZZLY HABITAT PLAN"; MISSOULIAN; 2004 MAR 25 
 
"IDAHO, MONTANA MAY GET LIMITED POWER OVER WOLVES"; CASPER STAR-TRIBUNE; 
2004 MAR 2 
 
WIND POWER ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
"CASCADE COUNTY APPROVES COMMERCIAL WIND VENTURE"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 
2004 MAR 10 
 
"MONTANA UTILITY SAYS WIND DEAL IS IN THE OFFING"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 
MAR 8 
 
WIND POWER ENERGY SUPPLY 
"NEED FOR GRAVEL DRIVES COMPANY INTO WIND FARMING"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 
2004 MAR 28 
 
"PANELISTS:  STATE'S WIND POWER PLANS LACK STEAM"; GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE; 2004 
MAR 5 
 
WORKERS COMPENSATION 
"STATE FUND PRIVATIZATION NIXED"; BILLINGS GAZETTE; 2004 MAR 27 
 


