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STAFF PRESENT
Clayton Schenck,  Lead Staff
Diane McDuffie,  Secretary
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CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
00:23:00 Llew Jones, Chairman called the 210th meeting of the Legislative Finance Committee (LFC)

to order at 12:00 pm.  The conference call was held in hearing room 102 of the State Capitol,

Helena Montana.  The secretary noted the roll. (Attachment #1) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
00:33:00 Chairman Jones explained the purpose of this meeting is to approve a recommendation

from the LFA Recruitment Subcommittee for the LFA positions.  He told the committee

if at any point they wish to discuss personal issues regarding the candidates the meeting

will be closed to the public.  

REPORT/RECOMMENDATION OF LFA SELECTION SUBCOMMITTEE 
00:34:19 MOTION:  Rep. Hollenbaugh moved the full committee approve the recommendation

of Amy Carlson to replace Clayton Schenck, LFA.  

00:35:43 Sen. Ripley said the subcommittee asked every candidate the same questions and evaluated

them on the merits of how they answered the questions and the resumes provided.  It was not

a unanimous recommendation but it was a fair process.  He recommended the committee

support the motion by the chairman of the subcommittee and support the subcommittee as

a whole. 

00:36:44 Rep. Taylor stated she supports the subcommittees recommendation but felt the

subcommittee should first consider candidates within the division and give extra weight to

the experienced staff within.

00:38:09 Sen. Williams thanked the subcommittee for their hard work and time put into the process

and she supports their decision.
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00:39:03 Sen. Bales said he also supports the nomination but expressed concern regarding quotes in

the newspaper attributed to the chairman of the subcommittee.   

00:40:12 Rep. Hollenbaugh stated that the subcommittee did its best to review all of the resumes and

it was a tough decision between an external candidate and internal candidate.  Despite what

might be read into the quotes that were attributed to him, this selection was in no way made

to diminish what staff does for the legislature or cast dispersions on anybodies reputation.

He said he decided to go with the external candidate based upon the fact that the legislature

has had a continuing rupture of efforts to get a budget passed.  It was his hope that an

external candidate and using outside experience will help achieve more of a consensus

between the legislature and the governor's office in the next session, "so we don't give off

the perception that all we do is fight rather than to understand and build the best budget

possible".

00:43:32 Rep. Glaser said the members of the subcommittee was interested in the best candidate to

be the leader of the Finance Committee and the best interest of the appropriations process.

He said there wasn't much bias involved in the decision and is pleased with the way staff

works and expects staff to move forward and do an excellent job in the future.  He hopes Ms.

Carlson will have the wisdom to get the most out of staff for the 150 legislators that they

work for. 

00:48:09 Chairman Jones dismissed the subcommittee from their duties.

00:48:49 ROLL CALL VOTE:  Motion passed 10 yes 0 nos.  Senators Wanzenried and Gallus

were not present. (Exhibit 1)

00:52:10 Chairman Jones welcomed Amyn to the Legislative Fiscal Division (LFD).  He commented

that she has a strong background from her years of service to Montana and will be an asset

to the LFD.  As the chairman and a member of the legislature, he said he looks forward to

working with her. In speaking with Amy, she is very cognizant of the quality staff she will

be head of and recognizes the challenge of working for 150-member Legislature.  He

thanked Clayton for his willingness to help transition Amy in her new role and  in helping

the LFD become a powerful asset to the legislature and to Montana. Clayton's insight and

candor will be missed. Chairman Jones also thanked the hiring committee and LFD staff
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for their professionalism during this process. 

DISCUSSION OF TRANSITION PROCESS

00:52:29 Clayton Schenck, LFA assured the committee that the transition process is off and running.

He has met with Amy and is committed to making this as complete and thorough as possible.

Amy will complete her work in the budget office on November 20 and begin in the LFD  on

November 23. 

 
ADJOURNMENT
00:54:29 The meeting adjourned at 12:25 PM.

Llew Jones, Chairman

Diane McDuffie, Committee Secretary


