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Sept. 3, 2015

Sen. Jon Tester
311Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Sen. Steve Daines
320 Hart Senate Building
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Ryan Zinke
113 Cannon House Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Sen. Tester, Sen. Daines, and Rep. Zinke,

The Water Policy Interim Committee of the Montana Legislature strongly urges your
support of S. 338 and H.R. 1814 to reauthorize the Land and Water Conservation Fund.

The fund has been used often in Montana to protect land and water and to support park
projects. In 50 years, about $540 million has been spent in Montana to protect places such
as our national forests, the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem, Glacier National Park, and the
Rocky Mountain Front. The fund has also created many hiking and biking trails,
community parks, and playgrounds.

The Land and Water Conservation Fund also has produced measurable economic benefits.
Grants have protected timber sector jobs and sustainable forest operations, while
enhancing wildlife habitat, water quality, and recreation in places such as the Kootenai
River watershed and the north Swan River Valley. Maintaining and protecting land and
water for outdoor recreation has generated thousands of jobs and billions in consumer
spending across Montana.

For these reasons and many more, the Water Policy Interim Committee hopes Congress can
quickly act on this important legislation. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sen. Bradley Maxon Hamlett, chairman
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LIYCF Success in Montana
The Land and s/ater conserv'ation Fund (LWCF) has provided ftinding to help pr.otect
sotne ofl'toniana's nrost special places and ensrue recreational access for hunting, flshing
and other outdoor activities. Montana has received approximately 5540 rnillion i1 LWCF
Iirnding over the past ftve decacles. protecting places such as the Greater l,ellor.vstorre
Ecosysletn. Roclqy Mountain Frorrt. Glacier National Park ancl ancl llumerous otirer land-
scal)csi,

Forest Legaoy Program (FLP) erauts are also funded under LWC:F, to help prorect work_
ing forests-- supporting tintber sectorjobs and sustainable forest operations while euhanc-
ing rvildiife habitat. lvater qualitv and recreation at places such as Kootenai River water-
shed in noltlrwest l,lontana and the North Srvan Rvier Valiey'. The Forest Legacy program
assists states atld pdvate lbrest omrers to nraintain u,orking tbrest lands tluough nratch-
ing 8]ants ibrperntanent conservation easement and fee acquisitions. a1d has leveragecl
approxirnatel-v $52 rnillion in federal fuutls to invest $ I 01 rnillion in Mtutana's tbresrs,
rvhile protecting air and rvater qualit1,. rvilcllife habitat, access lbr recreation and other
public benefits pn:vided by tbrests.

LWCF state assistance gl'ants have firther supported hundreds ofp:o-iects across N{o1-
tan&'s st&te and local parks includir:g Lervis and Clark Cavems State Park, Lone pine State
Park il Flathead Coung and hunch'eds offishing access sites across the state.

Economic Benefits
Active outaloor recreation is an important pafi of the Montana econorn.y. The outdoor
lndustty Association has tilund thirt active outdoor recreation generatei $5.8 billion
annually in consumer spending in Montaua, supports 64,000-iobs across the state *.hich
generate $1'5 billiol in lvages and salaries andproduces $403 million anuually in state
arrd local iax revenue. Further, the u.S. Cerxus reports that over 950,000 people hunl.
fishorwatchrvilcllifeiniv{ontanaeachyear.spendingover$I.l billiononwildlife-telateci
recreation-

Above: Horsebackriders in the Rocky Mountain Front
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LWCF in Montana
Rocky Mountain Front
The US Fish & wildiile Sen,ice rccentiy pruchased an easelnent using I-wcF on a 12,130
acre ranch - the largest US Fish & Wildlifb Service' easement in the lou,er 48 states - that
protects critical grassland grizzly bear and bird habitat. The conservation of this multi-
geuerational faurily rancir also accoutplished protectiorr on 17 miles ofriparianirabitat
along the Teton River, extending fiom the S{ountains onlo the plains. LWCF clollars wc're

rnatched in excess of 2: I by private fbnds, and r.l,ill be recycled into rhe local economy
tlrough the contimration of tiris trixlitional agriculturai operation. I-{orne to -i nrillion ac.r'es

of large cattle ranches and prirne grizzly bear habitat. the Rocky lVloruttail Front boasts

over 150,000 acres of mnciies rvift conservation easernents (many used LWCiF) and another

100.000 trcres of crirrerlt easement denancl "in the pipeline."

Montana and the Fiscal Year 2016 President's Budget:
Belorv is inlbnnatiott regarding h4ontana's projects recornmended for LWCF limdirrg in the
Presirlent's Fiscal l'ear 20 I 6 budget. These projects errhance recreation aud conse:rvatiou.
protect clean water, ollel teduce managemellt costs resultiug in savings to the agencies,
and sripport jobs ard econoruic vitaiity across }rfontana's cornnruuities.

Agency Project
Funding
Bequest RepresentatiY€

gtM MT

BLM MT

USFWS MT

USFWS MT

NPs MT

USFS MT

U5FS MT

USFS MT

USFS MT

US'S MT

USFS MT

rLP MT

Madissn RiverSH.MA S SJ0O,0*0
Lerdis&ClarkNHT $ &7SO,o(x)

Red Rockslake NWR $ f,O0O,OC0

Montena Refuges $ 3,m,{n0
Big Hole r.lB $ :O0,O0O

CLP:HighDiv:de-BeaverheadlDeerlodge $ L525,ffi
CLP: High Divide - Gallaun $ affiO,OoO
cLP: National Treils - Continentel Divide RST $ 25S,m
cLP:HighDivide-Beaverhead/DeerlodgeNF $ 2O0,O0O

Jenkinsculch-Helena 5 S6O.OOO

Montanalegacycompletion-Flethead $ 2,0@,000
TrurnbullCreekWatershed $ 6,500,000

Zinke

ziBke

Zinke

Zinke

Zinke

Zinke

zink€
zinke
Zinke

Zinke

Zinke

zinke

The Fiscal Year 2016 President's Budget:
Belor,v is a iist of- investlnents recomnrendert lbr LWCF flrnding in the .President's Fiscal
Year 2016 budget. The Montarra projects above are iucluded withirr these budget totals.
The Plesident has proposed to firlly fund LWCF at $900 n:iIlion. rvhich inclucles the firl-
Iowing allocation of f'unds arnong projects and prograrns:

2015 Presidenfs Request
Bllreau of Land Management:

Federal Proiects: 9gg.l million
Sportsmen & Recreational Accese: SlOmilllsn

US Fish &Wildlife Service:
Federal proieets: 5164.7 million

Federal pro:ects: gl71 million
Sportsrnen & Recreational Accsss: $9.5 million

Ameri6anBattlefieldprote€tion€rsntprogram: $13.5million
US Forest Seruice:

Federal projerts: 912?.6 million
_ _ Sportsmen & Recreational Access: S5 millio,t
State Grants:

IrIPS State and Loeal Assistance Girrrlts: $1OO.1 million
NPS Urban parksrnd Recreation Fund: SZS million

Cooperatave Endangered Species Conservation Furd: gtOO million
Forest Legaqt Program: $Ifil million


