Status of Implementing Short-Term Recommendations (0-2 Years)
Found in 2015 Montana State Water Plan

Water Supply and Demand

Recommendations

Status

a) Support both site-specific investigations and long-term monitoring studies to quantify the
effects associated with changes in irrigation methodologies and improvements to water
distribution systems. These investigations will help to inform the development of water
efficiency and conservation strategies that use water more effectively.

Support state and federal programs that assist landowners with controlling discharge from
uncontrolled flowing wells.

1a —Under development.

1b — Under development.
Scoping with MBMG.

DNRC will work with local water users and other government agencies to conduct a basin-
wide physical water availability and water management assessment in the Upper Missouri
Basin. The study will assess and analyze how the basin’s existing water and power
operations and infrastructure will perform under different water supply scenarios. The
study will also analyze the effectiveness of adaptation and mitigation strategies for
meeting the challenges of supplying adequate water in the future.

2a —In progress.

DNRC will explore the water right implications of integrating natural storage and artificial
aquifer recharge into Montana’s water use administration.

DNRC will work with stakeholders to identify and develop at least one pilot project to
quantify the capacity and explore the water right implications of using natural storage to
enhance water supplies in smaller watersheds.

3a — Under development

3b — Under development.
WRD supporting research
conducted by MSU.

Support the development of drought management plans in small to medium size
watersheds.

Assess potential threats to the state’s water supply and economy resulting from extended
periods of drought and increased climate variability by partnering with appropriate state
and federal agencies to conduct one climate risk assessment pilot study in one of the four
planning basins.

—In progress. NDRP in
the Upper Missouri Basin

4b — In progress. Working
with USBR.
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Status of Implementing Short-Term Recommendations (0-2 Years)
Found in 2015 Montana State Water Plan

Water Use Administration

Recommendations Status
5. Complete an a) Continue funding of both the Water Court and the DNRC efforts to complete the current 5a - Complete
Accurate and adjudication process at the necessary level of staffing to meet legislatively established
Enforceable Water benchmarks.
Rights Adjudication
(P.70)
6. Complete all a) Continue to support and implement all adopted compacts. The state and the state’s 6a — In progress. DNRC
Outstanding Tribal Congressional delegation must continue working with the tribes and the Departments of has three dedicated FTEs.
and Federal Justice and Interior to complete all the federal and tribal water compacts still in process.

Compacts and Work b)
Closely with Federal
Partners to Better
Manage Federal
Water Projects
(P.72)

Montana must remain actively engaged in an ongoing dialogue with adjacent states and
Canada to protect Montana's interest through the implementation of treaties and
compacts that affect Montana’s water resources.

6b — In progress

Water Information

Recommendations Status
7. Support a) Provide the State Library with additional staff resources dedicated to the development of | 7a-— Completed.
Improvements to new water resource related data sets, interactive applications, and maps. 7b - In progress. MOU
the Mont.ana Water | 1) DNRC will work with the State Library to develop a systematic workflow for revising the with State Library in
Information System Montana Spatial Data Infrastructure (MSDI) Hydrography Framework based on the US place.

(P.72) Geological Survey National Hydrography Dataset (NHD).

c) Develop a process for transmitting water data generated by local, state and federal
agencies, and watershed groups to the State Library for inclusion in the WIS in a consistent
and timely fashion.

7c¢—Under development
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Water Information

Status of Implementing Short-Term Recommendations (0-2 Years)
Found in 2015 Montana State Water Plan

Recommendations

Status

d) Continue working with the U.S. Geological Survey on the development of StreamStats—an | 7d - In progress. Phase 1
interactive Web-based map application for providing streamflow statistics on streams and | released in July 2015.
rivers with limited hydrologic information. Phase 2 scheduled for
early 2016.
8. Monitor Water a) Expand the funding base for the USGS Co-Op Program beyond traditional state and federal | 8a — Under development
Supply and agency partners by educating local organizations and private entities on the purpose and
Distribution (P.73) need for stream gages.
8b —In progress. 5 gages
b) Begin to develop a network of 100 state operated permanent, year-round stream gages to installed. Developing web
gather and distribute real-time streamflow information on smaller streams and tributaries portal with MBMG
not monitored through the USGS Co-Op Program. Streamflow information generated
through the network will allow water users and water managers to manage and distribute
water in real-time and will assist DNRC with administering the Montana Water Use Act.
c) Encourage support of all existing sites and further expansion of the NRCS’s SNOTEL and 8c - Under development
SCAN systems to provide actionable and long term water supply and soil moisture
condition data.
9. Improve and Expand | a) The Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology’s (MBMG’s) Groundwater Steering Committee | 9a — Complete.

Efforts to Quantify
Groundwater
Supplies and
Availability (P.73)

should re-assess the criteria used in selecting studies conducted under both the
Groundwater Assessment and Groundwater Investigation Programs to better reflect
critical needs and statewide priorities.
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Status of Implementing Short-Term Recommendations (0-2 Years)
Found in 2015 Montana State Water Plan

Collaborative Water Planning & Coordination

Recommendations Status
10. Expand Support for a) Provide funding to periodically convene the Basin Advisory Councils to evaluate, update 10a — Pending
Basin and and implement the recommendations adopted in the State Water Plan.
Community Based
Watershed Planning
(P.75)
11. Encourage a) Address watershed, sub-basin and basin wide water management issues through 1la-Under

Collaboration,
Coordination, and
Communication
across Local, State,
and Federal
Agencies and Tribal
Governments (P.75)

increased interaction and communication between water users, watershed groups,
technical specialists, and policy makers at all levels of government.

development.

12. Develop a Plan to
Deliver Water
Related Training,
Education and
Outreach (P.76)

DNRC will expand on current efforts to create and deliver public awareness and training
programs, working through the Montana Watercourse, Conservation Districts, Water Quality
Districts, municipalities and community-based watershed groups that provide information on
a) Water efficiency and hydrology related topics:
1. Benefits and consequences of sprinkler and flood irrigation system
conversions,
2. Municipal water conservation measures,
3. Consumptive and non-consumptive use,
4. Groundwater/ surface water interactions.
b) Water Rights Administration:
1. Water right basics,
2. The process to obtain water for new or expanded uses,
3. DNRC’s improved/simplified change process,
4. The process for filing an objection to an application for a new, expanded, or
changed use of water,

12 —In progress. DNRC,
through the Montana
Watercourse, continues
to provide outreach and
educational materials on
water related topics.
Other aspects of the
recommendation are
under development.
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Status of Implementing Short-Term Recommendations (0-2 Years)
Found in 2015 Montana State Water Plan

Collaborative Water Planning & Coordination

Recommendations

Status

5. Water reservations, legal status and availability for development as a
beneficial use.

c) Adjudication and Tribal and Federal Compacts progress and outcomes

d) How to access water data through the Water Information System

e) Technical trainings, assistance and incentives to support voluntary water
measurement programs

f) Educate local organizations and private entities on the value, purpose, and need for
stream gages, as well as how and where to access the data.
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