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Flowchart for Permit and Change Applications
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Step 1 - Application Form

A potential new water user must first complete the Application for
Beneficial Water Use Permit, form 600. The application form requires
information describing the intended use, place of use, point of
diversion, source of supply, amount of water to be used, diversion
facilities, and other particulars of the proposed appropriation. The
application also must contain evidence pertaining to the permit criterie
that must be met. There are specific rules that define what must be
included in an application in order for the DNRC to deem an
application correct and complete (see Chapter 36.12, ARM). If the
DNRC deems the application correct and complete, the department
will begin evaluating the application. An application fee must be
submitted with the application. Forms and instructions are available
from any water resources regional office and are available on the
DNRC website at http://www.dnrc.mt.gov/wrd/water_rts. A list of forms
is included in this publication.

Additional criteria must be addressed if the application is for
appropriations of 4,000 or more acre-feet and 5.5 or more CUBIC FEET
PER SECOND (cfs). If the appropriation is for an out-of-state use, the
applicant must also address criteria set out in section 85-2-311(4),
MCA.

If the application is for an appropriation of ground water in a closed
basin, additional criteria apply. This procedure is explained later in this
publication.

Step 2 - Application Review

The date that the DNRC receives the original permit application will be
the initial priority date assigned to the appropriation. This date is
important because of the “first in time is first in right” principle in
Montana water law. The DNRC will review the application to ensure
that the information required by rule is provided. Applications are
usually reviewed in the order that they are received.



