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Introduction

PREFACE

lnternationally, code officials recognize the need fo.r a modern, up-to-date code addressing the mit-igation of fire in the wildland-urban interface. The lnternotiorit iviutiii--urban lnterfoce code@, inthis 2012 edition, is designed_to bridge the gap between enforcement of the lnternotionol Buildinocodee and tnternationorFire coae@ bi miiis;tiis *,. hazaro of wirdfi;;;A;;;;i;;ffii:;i#;1ji:1
tions, which safeguard the pubric rreittn an-o sat"ety rn i[io-mm;;rti;;i;,g" and smail.

This comprehensive wildland-urban interface code establishes minimum regulations for land useand the built environment in designated wildland-urban inte;a;; ,r"rruiine"prescripiive ,rJGiformance-related provisions. lt is Iounded on data collected rr", t"rtri"a ri",.u in.iainii, t".r,r:.rrre,ports and mitigation strategies from jlround the world. This 2012 uJition is fully comfatiUf" *itj.all of the tnternotionsl Cod,gs@ 
11-c9fle1@) 

pubtished by the tnternaitr.i i"o. q";;;i,iiiflii.;i;.til;:
ing the lnternation.al Building code@, lniernationol Energy cort"riitir-iode@, lnteriotior'oi irirt-ing Building code@, rnternoiionor iire code', titernoional Fuer Gos c.i"6,'tii"rii;;;;' ;;;;;construction^coderM (to be available March 2012), tnteriotiiiat-ieiiinicot Cii"6. tcc p-.ii-
monce code'', lnternotionol Plumbing code@, lnternationol privote Sewoge oiipoiii ciai6, tii":iiitional Property Mointenonce. code@,-lnternotionol 

.Residentioit ioaid,'tiiJrnoiirnot swimming- ioitand spa coderM (to be availabre March zor2),and tnternotionoiiiiiig Ciae'.

The lnternqtional wildland-lJrbon tnterfoce Code.provisions provide many benefits, including themodel code development process, which 
-offers 

an internationil forrm toi iire sareti proreiiiSniri
to discuss performance and prescriptive code requirements. rrrii torm piovides an excellent arenato debate proposed revisions. This model code'also encourages inieriaiionat .ontitt"niy in tt"application of provisions.

Development

Adoption

The first edition of the lnternationol Wildlond-lJrbon lnterfoce Code (2oo3) was the culmination of
an effort initiated in 2001 by the ICC and the three statuiory members oi the lnternationat Coae
CounciL 9ril{inB Officials and Code Administrators lnternational, lnc. (BOCA), lnternational ao;f""
ence of Building officials (lCBo) and Southern Building Code Congress lnteinational (ssccli. ihe
intent was to draft a comprehens.ive set of regulations for mitigatin[ the hazard to life and p;;p"rit
from the intrusion of fire from wildland.expos-ures and fire frori aalicent itructures, and prerui.,iin!
structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels. Technical content of the 2000'uraan-WititinT
lnterface Code, published by the lnternational Fire Code lnstitute, was utilized as the basis f;; ih;
development, followed b.v th.e. publication of the 2001 Final Draft. This 2012 edition pr"r"ntr ifr"
code as _originally issued, with .changes approved through the lcC code oeveiof"ila p;;.;;;
through 2010. A new edition such as this is promulgated ev-ery three years.

This code is founded on principles intended to mitigate the hazard from fires through the devel-
opment of provisions that adequately protect public hlalth, safety and welfare; fioriiionl tf,al Jo
not unnecessarily increase construction costs; provisions that do not restrict theuse of new mateii-
als, products or methods of-construction; and provisions that do not give preferential treatmenito
particular types or classes of materials, producis or methods of consti.rction.

The lnternotional Wildlond-urbon lnterfoce Code is.available for adoption and use by jurisdictions
internationally..lts use within a governhentaljurisdiction is intenaed-io be accomplis6;d th;;;giadoption.by reference in.accordance with proceedings establishirsil"," jurisdictioh,s laws. at ifietime.of adoption, jurisdictions should insert_the approfiriate informaiion ii provisions re[uiring sJe-cific.local.information, such as the name of the iciopding;rrirJ.tion. riresi tocations 

"r" 
ir,oi",iinbracketed words in small capital letters in the code ina in *,e iamli" oiJinrn... The sampte aJo[-tion.ordinance on page xiaddresses several key elements "i";;i;;;iliion ordinanc",'inirrai,iethe information required for insertion into the code text.
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Maintenance

fhe lnternationql Wildtand-Urbon tnterface Code is kept up-to-date through the review of proposed

changes submitted ov .oa" 
"nlotiing 

;ffi.i.tt, indusiry iepresentatives, design professionals and

other interestea parties. fiopoieU ctrlnges-are carefully considered through an open code develop-

;;;i il";"" in wrrictr all interested and affected parties may participate'

The contents ofthis work are subject to change both through the-code development cycles and

tt"'gor";*"nlrf UoOVinat enacts'the code inio law. For m-ore information regarding the code

development process, .ontiiiir't" Codes and Standards Development Department of the lnterna-

tional Code Council.

Although the development procedure of the lnternational Wildtand-Urbon lnterfoce Code-

,r*rur-tf,? f iinert O"grJ"'Li i.i",llc, itrmembers and those participating in the development of

this code do not accept;;t l;bility resutting from compliance or noncompliance vrith the.provi-

ijo"r,-U".."t" tcc ,nU iis'foundin! membe-rs do not have the power or authority to police .or

;;ift;;;pliance with-ih. iontu"nrc of this code. Only the governmental body that enacts the

code into law has such authoritY.

Code Development Committee Responsibilities
(Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers)

ln each code development cycle, proposed changes to the code are considered at the Code Devel-

"pr"r,t 
i"riing Uy itre lnternational'Fire Code Development Committee, whose action constitutes

. r".ornrunA.ilon to the voting membership for final action on the proposed change' Proposed

.nrng"i io , code section that his a number beginning with a letter in brackets are considered by a

Oifi"Lnt code development committee. For example, proposed changes to code sections or defini-

tioniif..1rifrrre [B] in iront of them (e.g., Section 202 [B] DWELLING), ar.e considered by the appro-

priri" ini"rnrtionil Auitding Code Deve-lopment Committee (lBC-General) at the Code Development

Hearing.

The content of sections in this code that begin with a letter designation is maintained by another

code development committee in accordance with the following:

tAl = Administrative Code Development Committee;

tBl = lnternational Building Code Development Committee (lBC-Fire Safety, General, Means

of Egress or Structural);

lFl = lnternational Fire Code Development Committee; and

lzl = lnternational Zoning Code Development Committee'
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Note that, for the development of the 2015 edition of the l-codes, there will be two groups ofcode devetopment committees and ther;iil ;;;i in ,"plrii" y;;. ;il;"."upings are as folows:

Marginal Markings

., Code.change proposals submitted for code sections that have a letter designation in front ofthem will be heard by the respective committee responsible for such coJe sections. Because differ-ent committees will meet in-different years, it is poisible th.t ror" profosars for this code will beheard by a committee in a different year than the year in which tne primlrv committee for this codemeets.

For instance, the definition of _Dwelling in Chapter 2 of this code is designated as the responsibil-ity of the lnternational By,.!9'lg code Deielopment committee. This committee will hold its codedevelopment hearings in 2012 io consider code change proposals in its Iurview, which in.iualiinvproposals to revise this definition. Ther_efore, any codl ir,rng" piopoiirlio this definition ;iiiil;;
lo be-submitted by January 3,2012, for consideration ovirre aliprtpriaie tnternationar eriioingCode Committee (lBC-General).

.,Ngt."alsothateverysectionof Chapterlof this.codeisdesignatedastheresponsibilityof theAdministrative code Development committee, and that .orrittE"ii pirt ot tne ciou; B iltb; ;ithe.hearings. This committee will meet in 20i.3 to consider ail ;;;;ffi;; proposals'forthapi;rl
:lth.,:^.*"3nd proposals for chapter 1 of all l-codes except tne trteiiatTiiat iesidentiat co,iei,nithe lcc Perlormonce code- Th_erefore, any proposals received for chapter 1 of this coue wiriUe
assigned to the Administrative Code Development Committee for consideration in 2013.

It is very important that anyone submitting code change proposals understand which code devel-opment committee is responsible for the section of the cocie that is the subject of the codeihanleproposal. For further information on the code development .or*itt". ies[onsibilitier, pi""i. ,iiitthe ICC web site at www.iccsafe.org/scoping.

solid vertical lines in the mar.gins within the body of the code indicate a technical change from therequirements of the 2009 edition. Deletion indicitors in the form of an aiiow ( * ) are-piovioej inthe margin where an entire section, paragraph, exception ortable has been deleted or an item in alist of items or in a table has been deietedr-.

(Heard in 2O12, Code Change proposals
Deadline: January 3, 2Of2)

(Heard in 2O13, Code Change proposats
Deadline: |anuary 3, 2OB)

I nte rnational Building Cod- Administrative erov@
IRC and. ICC PC, administrative updates to currently ref_
erenced standards, and designated definitions)

lnternational fuel Cas Code lnternational Energy Conservation Code
lnternational Mechanical Code lnternational Existing Building Code
lnternational Plumbing Code lnternational Fire Code
I nte rnational Private Sewage
Disposal Code

lnternational Green Construction Code

lnternational Property Maintenance Code

lnternational Swimming pool and Saa Code

lnternational Wildland-Urban lnterface Code
lnternational Zoning Code
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Italicized Terms

selected terms set forth in chapter 2, Definitions, are italicized where they appear in code text'

Such terms are not itaficiieJ wfrer" ittu a"finltion set forth in Chapter 2 does not impart the

intended meaning ln ttre uie of the term. The termi selected have definitions which the user should

ru.O irt"trfty to iacilitate better understanding of the code'
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EFFECTIVE USE OF THE INTERNATIONAL WILDI.AND.URBAN
INTERFACE CODE

Population growth and the expanding urban development into traditionally nonurban areas have
increasingly brought humans into contact with wildfires. Between 1985 and j.994, wildfires
destroyed more than 9,000 homes in the United States. Generally, these homes were located in
areas "where structures and other human development meet oi intermingle with undeveloped
wildland or vegetative fuels," also known as the wildland-urban interface.

fhe hternotional Wildland-Urbon tnterfoce Cade (lWUlC) is a model code that is intended to be
adopted and used supplemental to the adopted building and fire codes of a jurisdiction. The unre-
stricte-d use of property in wildland-urban interface areas is a potential threat to life and property
from fire and resulting erosion. The IWUIC has as its objective the establishment of minimum spe-
cial regulations for the safeguarding of life and property from the Intrusion of fire from wildland iire
exposures. and. fire exposures from adjacent structures and to prevent structure fires from spread-
ing to wildland fuels, even in the absence of fire department intervention.

Safeguards to prevent the occurrence offires and to provide adequate fire protection facilities to
control the spread of fire in wildland-urban interface areas are provided in a tiered manner com-
mensurate with the relative level of hazard present.

Arrangement and Format of the ?OI.?IWUIC

Before applying the requirements of the IWUIC it is beneficial to understand its arrangement and
format. The lWUlC, like other codes published by lCC, is arranged and organized to follow logical
steps that generally occur during a plan review or inspection. The IWUIC is divided as follows:

Chapters Subjects

t-2 Administration and Definitions

3-4 Wildland-Urban lnterface Area Designation
and Requirements

5 Building Construction Regulations

6 Fire Protection Requirements

7 Referenced Standards

Appendices A-H Adoptable and lnformational Appendices

The following is a chapter-by-chapter synopsis of the scope and intent of the provisions of the /nter-
notional Wildlond-Urbon lnterfoce Code:

Chapter 1 Scope and Administration. This chapter contains provisions for the application, enforce-
ment and administration of subsequent requirements of the code. ln addition to establishing the
scope of the code, Chapter 1 identifies which buildings and structures come under its purview.
Chapter 1 is largely concerned with maintaining "due process of law" in enforcing the regulations
contained in the body of the code. Only through careful observation of the administrative provi-
sions can the code official reasonably expect to demonstrate that "equal protection under the law"
has been provided.

Chapter 2 Definitions. All terms that are defined in the code are listed alphabetically in Chapter 2.
While a defined term may be used in one chapter or another, the meaning provided in Chapter 2 is
applicable throughout the code.

Where unde.rstanding of a term's definition is especially key to or necessary for understanding of
a particular code provision, the term is shown in italics wherever it appears in the code. This is t-rue
only for those terms that have a m.eaning that is unique to the code. in other words, the generally
und.erstood meaning of a term or phrase might not be sufficient or consistent with the ,"."ning pre-
scribed by the code; therefore, it is essential that the code-defined meaning be known.
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Guidance regardlng tense, gender and plurality of defined terms as well as guidance regarding
terms not defined in this code are also provided.

Chapter 3 Wildland-Urban lnterface Areas. Chapter 3 provides for the fundamental aspect of
applying the code-the legal declaration and establishment of wildland-urban interface areas
wiihin the adopting jurisdiction by the local legislative body. The provisions cover area analysis and
declaration based on findings of fact (located in Appendix E), mapping of the area, legal recordation
of the maps with the local keeper of records and the periodic review and reevaluation of the
declared areas on a regular basis. lf needed, revisions can be directed by the legislative body of the
jurisdiction.

Chapter 4 Wildland-Urban lnterface Area Requirements. The requirements of Chapter 4 apply to
all occupancies in the wildland-urban interface and pertain to:

1. Fire service access to the property that is to be protected, including fire apparatus access
roads and off-road driveways;

2. Premisesidentification;

3. Key boxes to provide ready access to properties secured by gated roadways or other
impediments to rapid fire service access;

4. Fire protection water supplies, including adequate water sources, pumper apparatus
drafting sites, fire hydrant systems and system reliability;

5. Fire department access to equipment such as fire suppression equipment and fire hydrants;
and

6. Fire protection plans.

Chapter 5 Special Building Construction Regulations. The regulations in Chapter 5 establish mini-
mum standards for the location, design and construction of buildings and structures based on fire
hazard severity in the wildland-urban interface.

The construction provisions of Chapter 5 are intended to supplement the requirements of the
lnternotionol Building Code and address mitigation of the unique hazards posed to buildings by
wildfire and to reduce the hazards of building fires spreading to wildland fuels. This is accomplished
by requiring ignition-resistant construction materials based on the hazard severity of the building
site. Construction features regulated include underfloor areas, roof coverings, eaves and soffits,
gutters and downspouts, exterior walls, doors and windows, ventilation openings and accessory
structu res.

Chapter 6 Fire Protection Requirements. Chapter 6 establishes minimum fire protection require-
ments to mitigate the hazards to life and property from fire in the wildland-urban interface. The
chapter includes both design-oriented and prescriptive mitigation strategies to reduce the hazards
of fire originating within a structure spreading to the wildland and fire originating in the wildland
spreading to structu res.

Especially targeted for a systems-approach to fire protection are those new buildings which are
deemed to be especially hazardous under Chapter 5; these buildings are required to be sprinklered.
Other hazard mltigation strategies include establishing around structures defensible space zones
wherein combustible vegetation and trees are regulated and kept away from buildings and trees are
located 10 feet crown-to-crown away from each other. Additional hazards that are dealt with in
Chapter 6 include spark arresters on chimneys, regulated storage of combustible materials, fire-
wood and LP-gas.

Chapter 7 Referenced Standards. The code contains several references to standards that are used
to regulate materials and methods of construction. Chapter 7 contains a comprehensive list of all
standards that are referenced in the code. The standards are part of the code to the extent of the
reference to the standard. Compliance with the referenced standard is necessary for compliance
with this code. By providing specifically adopted standards, the construction and installation
requirements necessary for compliance with the code can be readily determined. The basis for code
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compliance is, therefore, established and available on an equal basis to the code official, contractor,designer and owner.

.. chapter 7 is organized in a mannerthat makes it easyto locate specific standards. lt lists all ofthe referenced standards, alphabetically, by acronym of ihe p;;;;tfiiing 
"g"n.y 

of the standard.Each agency's standards are then listed i; eiiher alpiabeticai 6r nu..'rii'olauI urr'uJ upon-tt 
" 

itan-dard identification. The list also contains ttre tiiie,iftrr" ttrrairJ; irr.'"iiti"" (date) of the standardreferenced; any addenda included as part of the lcc adoption; inolr'e se.tion or sections of thiscode that reference the standard.

Appendix A General Requirements. Appendix A, while not part of the code, can become part of thecode when specifically included in thi'adopting ordinance li"" rrrpr"-oiainrnce on plg.-rii.-it,
purpose is to- provide fire-protection measures zupplementaito those found in Chapter'61'o rJucethe threat of wildfire in a wildland-urban interface area a-nd improve thl capability for controllingsuch fires. This appendix includes detailed requirements for ;e;;tatio;'iontrol; the code official,sauthority to close wildland-interface areas in iimes of high fir;;;;;;;; controi of fires, rirewoit<s
usage and other sources.of ignition; storage of hazardols material"s and combustibl;; ba;; ihedumping of waste materials and ashes anJcoals in wildland-uiu.n ini..rr." rr"ii; piit".iio" otpumps and water supplies; and limits temporary uses within the wildland-urban inteiface area.

Appendix B Vegetation Management.Plan. Appendix B, while not part of the code, can becomepart of the code when specifically included in the adopting orainanie lsee sample'ordinance onpage xi). lts purpose is to provide criteria for submitting ve[etation management pt.ns, ipecifving
their content and establishing a criterion for consideriig vEgetation manig"."ni as being a iuel
modification.

Appendix C Fire Hazard.Sev-erity Form. Appendix C, white not part of the code, can become part of
the.code (replacing Table 502.1) when specifically included in the adopting ordinance lsee5ampieordinance on p-age xi). lts purpose is to provide an alternative methodology-to using Table 502.1 ior
analyzing the fire hazard severity of building sites using a pre-assignedvalue/sc6ring system for
each feature that impacts the hazard level of a building siie. lncluied in the evaluaiion aie site
access, types and management of vegetation, percentage of defensible space on the site, site
topography, class of roofing and other construction materials used on the building existing or io be
constructed on the site, fire protection water supply, and whether utilities are i-nstalled-above or
below ground.

App-endix D.Fire Danger Rating System. Appendix D is an excerpt from the National Fire Danger Rat-
ing System (NFDRS), 1978, United States Department of Agriculture Forest Service, General-Techni-
cal Report INT-39, and is for information purposes and is not intended for adoption. The fuel rnoJ"tt
that are included are only general descriptions because they represent all wildfire fuels from Florida
to Alaska and from the East Coast to California.

The National Fire Danger Rating System (NFDRS) is a set of computer programs and algorithms
that allow land management agencies to estimate today's or tomorrow's fire Janger for a glven rat-
ing area. NFDRS characterizes fire danger by evaluating the approximate upper liriit of fire'behavior
in. a fire danger rating area during a 24-hour period based on fuels, topbilraphy and weather, or
what is commonly called the fire triangle. Fire danger ratings are guidei f6r iiritiating pr"trpfi"i-
sion activities and selecting the appropriate level of initial response to a reported wildfire in iieu of
detailed, site- and time-specific information.

Predicting the potential behavior and effects of wildland fire are essential tasks in fire manage-
ment. Surface fire behavior and fire effects models and prediction systems are driven ln pjri'nv
fuelbed inputs such as load, bulk density, fuel particle size, heat content, and moisture content. To
facilitate use in models and systems, fuelbed ihputs have been formulated into fuel models. A fuel
model is a set of fuelbed inputs needed by a pafiicular fire behavior or fire effects model. Oifferenl
kinds of fuel models are used in fire spreid rirodels.in a variety of fire behavior modeling syitert.
The fuel models in this appendix correlate with the light, medium and heavy fuel definitionr torna
in Chapter 2 of the code.

Appendix E Findings of Fact.. Appendix E is an informational appendix that intends to provide a
meth.odology for presenting.the findings of fact that are required'by Chapter 3 of the code wnen ijurisdiction defines and establishes a wildland-urban interface are" ihat witt tre the tuu;e.ioi iegui
lation by the lwulc. The development of written "findings or ract; irrai jritifi", desicnalion 

"r 
*fiJ
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land-interface areas by local jurisdictions requires that a certain amount of research and analysis be

conducted to support a wrihen finding thit is both credible and p,rofessional. ln the context of

;;;E; irppf[h.ntrf JoCument rucl as the wildland-urban interface declaration, the writing of

ifi"* ilfrairgr L essential in creating the maps and overlap needed to use their specific options.

The purpose of this appendix is to provide an.overview of how local officials could app-roach this

oro."ir. There are ttrree Ssseniial phenomena cited in some adoption statutes that vary from com-

;;;ifi, .or.unitv, .limate, topography and geography. Although it c-an be agreed that there. are

.ii.iii.ii"gi ir,ii ibrta draw distiictionin localeffects, these threefeatures are also consistent

wlih standaid code text that offers opportunity to be more restrictive than local codes, The process

U"ir-Jii nigf..1 f.r"l of professionalism to piotect the jurisdiction's credibility in adopting mo.re

restrictive requirements. i rrp".fi.irt effort'in preparing the findings of.fact could jeopardize the

;;;;;J";;A"piea code reitriction. Jurisdictions should devote a sufficient amount of time to

Iri[1f.r" tinai"gs of fact to ensure that the facts are accurate, comprehensive and verifiable.

Appendix F Characteristics of Fire-Resistive Vegetation. Appendix F is an informational appendix

pIJriO.J tor the convenience of the code user. li is simply a compilation of the eight characteristics

ii tire-iesistive vegetation that can be used effectively within wildland-urban interface areas to

reduce the likelihood of fire spread through vegetation.

Appendix G Self-Defense Mechanism The tnternationol Wildlond-Llrbon tnterfoce Code-e.stablishes

,''ilirot minimum standards to reduce the loss of property from wildfire. The purpose of these stan-

OrrJt ir io pr"vent wildfire spreading from vegetation to a building. Frequently, proposals are made

UV pirp"rty or landowners bf buitaings located in the wildland-urban interface to consider other
optioni and alternatives instead of m6eting these minimum standards. Appendix G is an informa-
ii'on appenUix that provides discussion of some elements of the proposed.self-defense mechanisms

and their role in enhancing the protection of exposed structures in the wildland-urban interface. To

,i."pt ,lt"rn"tive self-def-ense mechanisms, the code official must carefully examine whether these

deviies will be in place at the time of an event and whether or not they will assist or actually compli-

cate the defense of the structure by fire suppression forces if they are available.

Appendix H lnternational Wildland-Urban lnterface Code Flowchart. Appendix H is an information
aiiendix that is based on the "Decision Tree" concept and is intended to provide the code official
wiih a graphical, flowchart representation of how the IWUIC is to be applied in an orderly manner.
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LEGISLATION

The lnternational codes 0,.,{::,-g-l.d 
-und 

promulgated to be adopted by reference by legislative action. Jurisdictions wishing roadopt the 2Ol2 International wildland-uritan Intiface Cotle as an enftrceable regulation for the mitigation of fire in the wild-land-urban interface should ensute that certain factual information is includedin the adopting legislation at the time adoption isbeing considered by the appropriate governmental body. The ronowin! sample adoption legislation addresses several key ele-ments, including the information .equired for insertion into the code tex-t.

SAMPLE LEGISLATION FOR ADOPTION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-'TRBAN INTERFACE CODE

ORDINANCE NO

AINI [oRDINANCE/STATUTE/REGULATIONI of the UUBlsDlcrloN] adopting the 2}l}edition of the International Wildland.-UrbanInte$ace Code, tegulating and governing the mitigation of hazird to tirJanrt properry from the intrusion of fire frorn wildland
expo'sures,-fire from adjacent structures and prevention of structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels in the puRISDtcloNl;
providing for the issuance of pertnits and collection of fees therefor; repealing lonorr,rAucslsrATUTE/REGULATtoNI No. _of the [JURlsDlcTloN] and all other ordinances or parts of laws in conflict theiewith.
The [GOVERNING BODY] of the UUR|SD|CT|ONI does ordain as follows:
section 1. That a certain document, three (3) copies of which are on file in the office of the [rtrLE oF JuRtsDtciloN,s KEEPER
oF REcoRDsl of INAME oF JURlsDlcrloN], being marked and designated as the Inrenwrionil Wildland-(Jrban Interface Code,
2012 edition, including Appendix chapters tFtLi tN THE AppENDrx cHAprERs BETNG ADoprEDl, as published by tire Interna-
tional Code Council, be and is trereby adopted as the Wildland-Urban htetfuce Code of the tuuntsotcfloNl, in the State of
lsrATE NAMEI for regulating and governing the mitigation of hazard to life ana property from the intrusion of fire from wildland
exposures, fire from adjacen^t structules and prevention of structure fires from'spreading to wildland fuels as herein provided;
providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; and each unO utl oT the regulations, provisions, penalties,
conditions and terms of said wildland-Urban hterface Code on file in the office of rhe IJURE;lcnoNl aie hereby re'tbrred to,
adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set out in this legislation, with the additions, iniertions, deletitns and changes, if any,
prescribed in Section 2 ofthis ordinance.

Section 2. The tbllowing sections are hereby revised:

Section l0l. l. Insert: INAME OF JURISDICTIONI

Section 103. l. lnsert: [NAME OF DEPARTMENT]

Section 109.4.7.Insert: IOFFENSE, DOLLAR AMOUNT, NUMBER OF DAYS]

Section 114.4. lnsert: [DOLLAR AMOUNT] in two places

Section 3. That IORDINANCE/STATUTUREGULATION] No. 

- 

of [JURlsDtcTtoN] entitled [F;LL tN HERE THE coMpLETE
TITLE oF THE LEGISLATION oR LAws lN EFFECT AT THE PRESENT TIME so rHAT THEY wtLL Bd REpEALED By DEFINITE MEN-
TIONI and all other ordinances or parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 4. That if any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase ofthis legislation is, for any reason, held to be unconstit,-
tional, such decision shall not affgc!.the valiclity of the remaining portions of-this ordinan"".'l'1," [covERNtNG BoDy] hereby
declares that it would have passed this law, and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the iact that
any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases be declared unionstitutional.
Section 5. That nothing in this legislation or in the Witcttand-Urban Interface Cocle hereby adopted shall be construed to affect
any suit or proceeding impending in any conrt, or any rights acquired, Lr fiability incuried, - ony 

"our" 
or causes of action

acquired or existing. under any act or ordinance hereby repealed ai cited in Section3 of this law; noi shall any just or Iegal right
or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this legislation.
Section 6' That the IJURISDIGTION'S KEEPER oF REC0RDSI is hereby ordered and directed to cause this legislation to be pub-
lished' (An additional provision may be required to direct the number of times the legislation is to be publiihed and to specify
that it is to be in a newspaper in general circulation. posting may also be required.)
Section 7' That this law a1d the rules, regulatiotts, provisions, requirements, orders and matters established and adopted hereby
shall take eff'ect and be in full force and effect pttvti PERIoDI from and after the date of its final passage and adoption.
Section 8' Specific boundaries of natural or man-made features of wildland-urban interface areas shall be as shown o. the wild-land-urban intetface alea map. The legal description of such areas is as described as follows: ttNsERi LEGAL DEScRtploNl
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CHAPTER 1

SCOPE AND ADMINISTRATION

PART 1-GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 101
SCOPE AND GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

[A] 101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the

!na!an! U*9n Intetface Code of [NAME oF JURtsDrcrroN],
hereinafter refered to as .,this code."

[A] 101.2 Scope. The pr-ovisions of this code shall apply to
the construction, alteration. movement, repair, maintenance
and use of any building, structure or premisis within the wild-
I an d. - u rb an i nt e rfac e ar e a s in thi s j u ii sdicti on.

Buildings or conditions in existence at the time of the
adoption of this code are allowed to have their use or occu_
pancy continued. if such condition, use or occupancy was
legal at the time of the adoption of this code, provided such
continued use does not constitute a distinct danger to life or
property.

. Buildings or structures moved into or within the jurisdic_
tion shall comply with the provisions of this code 1o, new
buildings or structures.

[A] 101.2.1 Appendices. provisions in the appendices
shall not apply unless specifically adopted.

lAl 10f 3 Objective. The objecrive of this code is ro establish
minimum regulations consistent with nationally recognized
good practice fbr the safeguarding of life and propeny. Regu_
lations in this code are intended to mitigate thi risk to lif'e ind
structures from intnrsion of fire fiom wildland fire exposures
and fire exposures fiom adjacent structures and to rnitigate
structure fires fiom spreading to wildland fuels. The extent of
this regulation is intended to be tiered commensurate with the
relative level of hazard prcsent.

The unrestricted use of property in wildland-urban inter_
face areas is a potential threat to life and property from fire
and resulting erosion. Safeguards to preveni the occurrence of
fires and to provide adequate fire-protection facilities to con_
trol the spread of fire in wil.dlancl-urban intetface areas shall
be in accordance with this code.

_ This-code_shall supplement the jurisdiction,s building and
fire codes, if such codes have been adopted, to providi for
special regulations to mitigate the fire- and life-safety hazards
of the wildland-urban interface areas.

[A] 101.4 Retroactivity. The provisions of the code shall
apply to conditions arising after the adoption thereof. condi_
tions not legally in exisrence at the adopiion of this code and
conditions which, in the opinion of the code official, consti_
tute a distinct hazardto life or property.

Exception: Pncvisions of this code that specifically apply
to existing conditions are retroactive.

[A] 101.5 Additions or alterations. Additions or alter.arions
shall be permitted to be made to any building or structure
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*i$oilrequiring the existing building or structure ro comply
with all of the requirements of this code, provided tle aadi_
tion or alteration conforms to that requiredior a new building
or structure.

Exception: Provisions of this code that specitically apply
to existing conditions are retroactive.

Additions or alterations shall not be made to an existing
building or structure that will cause the existing building oI
structure to be in violation of any of the provisions of this
code nor shall such additions or alterations tause the existing
building or structure to become unsafe. An unsafe conditioi
shall be deemed to have been created ifan addition or altera_
tion will cause the existing building or structure to become
structurally unsafe or overloaded; will not provide adequate
access in compliance with the provisions of this code oiwill
obstruct existing exits or access; will create a fire hazard; will
reduce required fire resistance or will otherwise create condi_
tions dangerous to human life.

[A] 101.6 Maintenance. All buildings, structures, landscape
materials, vegetation, defensible space or other devices br
safeguards required by this code shall be maintained in con-
formance to the code edition under which installed. The
owner or the owner's designated agent shall be responsible
for the maintenance of buildings, str:uctures, landscape mate-
rials and vegetation.

PART 2_ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISTONS

sEcTtoN 102
APPLICABILITY

[A] 102.1 General. Where there is a conflict between a gen-
eral requirement and a specific requirement, the speiific
requirement shall govern. Where, in any specific case, differ_
ent sections of this code specify different materials, methods
of construction or other requirements, the most restrictive
shall govern.

IN 102,2 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall nor
be deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state or federal
law.

[A] 102.3 Application of references. Ref'erences to chapter
or section numbers, or to provisions not specifically identi_
fied by number, shall be construed to refei to such chapter,
section or provision of this code.

[A] 102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and
standards referenced in this code shall be those that are listed
in Chapter 7 and such codes and standards shall be consid_
ered as pan of the requirements of this code to the prescribed
extent of each such reference and as further regulat,ed in Sec_ I
tions 102.4.1 and102.4.2. I
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l1^llD2.4|l' Conflicts. Where conflicts occur between pro-

uitions of this code and the referenced standards, the pro-

visions ofthis code shall govern'

l 7 102.4.2 Provisions in referenced codes and stan'

auiAt. Where the extent of the ref'erence to a referenced

code or standard includes subject matter that is within the

scope of this code, the provisions of this code, as applica-

ble, shall take precedenie over the provisions in the refer-

enced standard.

tAl 102.5 Partial invalidity. In the event that any part orpro-
vlsion of this code is held to be illegal or void' this shall not

have the effect of making void or illegal any of the other parts

or provisions.

tA] 102.6 Existing conditions. The legal occupancy or use of
ury tttu.tut. or condition existing on the date.of adoption of
this code shall be permitted to continue without change,

except as is specifically covered in this code, the Intenm'

tionil Property Mointrro,rce Code or the International Fire

Code, or is is deemed necessary by the code official for the

general safety and welfare ofthe occupants and the public'

SECTION 103
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

tAl 103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The department

of ttnsenr NAME oF DEPARTMENT] is hereby created and the

ofhcial in charge thereof shall be known as the code official'

tAl 103.2 Appointment. The code official shall be appointed

by the chief appointing authority of thejurisdiction.

tA] 103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed proce-

dures of this jurisdiction and with the concurrence of the

appointing authority, the code official shall have the authority

to appoint a deputy(s). Such employees shall have powers as

delegated by the code official.

SECTION 104
AUTHORITY OF THE CODE OFFICIAL

tAl f04.1 Powers and duties of the code official. The code

officiat is hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of this

code. The code official shall have the authority to render

interpretations of this code and to adopt policies and proce-

durei in order to clarify the application of its provisions' Such

interpretations, policies and procedures shall not have the

effeci of waiving requirements specifically provided for in
this code.

tA] 104.2 Interpretations, rules and regulations. The code

official shall have the power to render interpretations of this

code and to adopt and enforce rules and supplemental regula-

tions to clarify the application of its provisions. Such inter-

pretations, rules and regulations shall be in conformance to

the intent and purpose ofthis code.

A copy of such rules and regulations shall be filed with the

clerk of ihe iurisdiction and shall be in effect immediately

thereafter. Additionat copies shall be available for distribu-

tion to the public.
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tAI f04.3 Liability of the code official. The code official'
mernber of the board of appeals or employee charged with the

enforcement of this code, acting in good faith and without

malice in the discharge of the duties reqr'rired by this code or

other pertinent law or ordinance, shall not thereby be ren-

dered personally liable for damages that may accrue to per-

sons or property as a result of an act or by reason of an act or

omission ln the discharge of such duties' A suit brought

against the code official or employee because of-such act or

oinission perfbrmed by the code official or ernployee in the

enforcement of any provision of such codes or other pertinent

laws or ordinances implemented through the enforcement of

this code or enforced by the code enforcement agency shall

be defended by this jurisdiction until final termination of such

proceedings, ind any judgment resulting therefrom shall be

assumed by this jurisdiction' The code enforcement agency or

its parentjurisdiition shall not be held as assuming any liabil-
ity by reaion of the inspections authorized by this code or any

permits or certificates issued under this code.

tAl f04.4 Subjects not regulated by this code. Where no

ipplicable standards or requirements are set forth in this code,

oi are contained within other laws, codes, regulations, ordi-

nances or policies adopted by the jurisdiction, compliance

with appliiable standards of other nationally recognized

safety stindard s, as approved' shall be deemed as prima facie

evidence of compliance with the intent of this code.

tAl 104.5 Matters not provided for. Requirements that are

essential for the public safety of an existing or proposed

activity, building or structure, or for the safety of the occu-

pants thereof, which are not specifically provided fbr by this

code, shall be determined by the code official consistent with
the necessity to establish the minimum requirements to saf'e-

guard the public health, safety and general welfare.

tAl 104.6 Applications and permits. The code official is
authorized to receive applications, review construction docu-

ments and issue permits for construction regulated by this

code, issue permits for operations regulated by this code,

inspect the premises for which such pennits have been issued

and enforce compliance with the provisions of this code.

tAl f04.7 Other agencies. When requested to do so by the

code officiat, other officials of this jurisdiction shall assist

and cooperate with the code official in the discharge of the

duties required by this code.

SECTION 105
COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVES

tAl 105.1 Practical difficulties. When there are practical dif-
ficulties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code,

the code official is authorized to grant modifications for indi-
vidual cases on application in writing by the owner or a duly

authorized representative. The code official shall first find
that a special individual reason makes enforcement of the

strict letler of this code impractical, the moditlcation is in
conformance to the intent and purpose of this code, and the

modification does not lessen any fire protection requirements

or any degree of structural integrity. The details of any action

granting modifications shall be recorded and entered into the

files of the code enforcement agency.
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If the code oflicial deter:mines that difticult tenain, danger
of erosion or other unusual circumstances make strict cornpli-
ance with the vegetation control provisions ofthe code detri-
mental to safety or impractical, enfbrcement thereof may be
suspended, provided that reasonable alternative measures are
taken.

[A] 105.2 Technical assistance. To derermine the acceptabil-
ity of technologies, processes, products, facilities, materials
and uses attending the design, operation or use of a building
or premises subject to the inspection of the code official, the
code oft'icial is authorized to requirc the owner or the person
in possession or control of the building or premises to pro-
vide, without charge to the jurisdiction, a technical opinion
and report. The opinion and report shall be prepared by a
qualified engineer, specialist, laboratory or fire safety spe-
cialty organization acceptable to the code official and the
owner and shall analyze the fire safety of the design, opera-
tion or use of the building or premises, the tacilities and
appurtenances situated thereon and fuel management for pur-
poses of establishing fire hazard severity to recommend nec-
essary changes.

[A] 105.3 Alternative materials or methods. The code offi-
cial, in concurrence with approval fiom the building fficial
and fire chief" is authorized to approve alternative materials
or methods, provided that the code official finds that the pro-
posed design, use or operation satisfactorily complies with
the intent of this code and that the alternative is, for the pur-
pose intended, at least equivalent to the level of quality,
strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, durability and safety
prescribed by this code. Approvals under the authority herein
contained shall be subject to the approval of the building ffi-
clal whenever the alternate material or method involves mat-
ters regulated by the htenrutional Building Code.

The code official shall require that sufficient evidence or
proof be submitted to substantiate any claims that may be
made regarding its use. The details of any action granring
approval of an alternate shall be recorded and entered in the
files of the code enforcement a_qency.

SECTION 106
APPEALS

[A] 106.1 General. To deterrnine the suitability of alternative
materials and methods and to provide for reasonable interpre-
tations of the provisions of this code, there shall be and
hereby is created a board of appeals consisting of five mem-
bers who are qualified by experience and training to pass
judgment on pefiinent matters. The code official, building
oJficial and fire chief shail be ex officio members, and the
code official shall act as secretary of the board. The board of
appeals shall be appointed by the legislative body and shall
hold office at their discretion. The board shall adopt reason-
able rules and regulations for conducring its investigations
and shall render decisions and findings in writing to the code
official, with a duplicate copy to the applicant.

tAl 106.2 Limitations of authority. The board of appeals
shall not have authority relative to interpretation of the
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administrative provisions of this code and shall not have
authority to waive requirements of this code.

SECTION 107
PERMITS

[A] 107.1 General. When not otherwise provided in the
requirements of the building or fire code, permits are required
in accordance with Sections 107.2 through 107.10.

IAl 107.2 Permits required. Unless otherwise exempted, no
building or structure regulated by this code shall be erecred,
constructed, altered, repaired, moved, removed, converted,
demolished or changed in use or occupancy unless a separate
permit for each building or structure has first been obtained
from the code official.

For buildings or structures erected for temporary uses, see
Appendix A, Section A108.3, of this code.

When required by the code official, a permit shall be
obtained for the following activities, operations. practices or
functions within a ytildland-urban interface area:

l. Automobile wrecking yard.

2. Candles and open flames in assembly areas.

3. Explosives or blasting agents.

4. Fireworks.

5. Flammable or combustible liquids.

6. Hazardous materials.

7. Liquefied petroleum gases.

8. Lumberyards.

9. Motor vehicle fuel-dispensing stations.

10. Open burning.

11. Pyrotechnical special effects material.

12. Tents, canopies and temporary membrane structures.

13. Tire storage.

14. Welding and cutting operations.

[A] f07.3 Work exempt from permit. Unless otherwise pro-
vided in the requirements of the Intenrutional Building Code
or Intemational Fire Code, a permit shall not be required for
the following:

1. One-story detached accessory structures used as tool
and storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, pro-
vided the floor area does not exceed 120 square feet
(11.15 m'?) and the strucfure is located more than 50
feet (15 240 mm) from the nearest adjacent structure.

2. Fences not over 6 feet (1829 mm) high.

Exemption from the permit requirements of this code shall
not be deemed to gmnt authorization for any work to be done
in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or
any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.

The code officjal is authorized to stipulate conditions tbr
permits. Permits shall not be issued when public safety would
be at risk, as determined bv the code official.
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[A] 107.4 Permit application. To obtain a permit, the appli-
cant shall first file an application therefor in writing on a form
furnished by the code enforcement agency for that purpose.

Every such application shall:

l. Identify and descdbe the work, activity, operation.
practice or function to be covered by the permit for
which application is made.

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work, activity,
operation, practice or function is to be done by legal
description, street address or similar description that

will readily identify and definitely locate the proposed

building, work, activity, operation, practice or function.

3. Indicate the use or occupancy for which the proposed

work, activity, operation, practice or function is

intended.

4. Be accompanied by plans, diagrams, computation and

specifications and other data as required in Section 108

of this code.

5. State the valuation of any new building or structure or
any addition, remodeling or alteration to an existing
building.

6. Be signed by the applicant or the applicant's authorized
agent.

7. Give such other data and information as may be

required by the code official.

[Al f07.4.1 Preliminary inspection. Before a permit is
issued, the code official is authorized to inspect and

approve the systems, equipment, buildings, devices, prem-
ises and spaces or areas to be used.

l ) 107.4.2 Time limitation of application. An applica-
tion for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to
have been abandoned 180 days after the date of filing,
unless such application has been pursued in good faith or a
permit has been issued; except that the code official is
authorized to grant one or more extensions of time for
additional periods not exceeding 180 days each. The
extension shall be requested in writing and justifiable
cause demonstrated.

[A] 107.5 Permit approval. Before a permit is issued, the
code official, or an authorized representative, shall review
and approve all permitted uses, occupancies or structures.
Where laws or regulations are enforceable by other agencies
or departments, a joint approval shall be obtained from all
agencies or departments concerned.

[A] 107.6 Permit issuance. The application, plans, specifica-
tions and other data filed by an applicant for a permit shall be
reviewed by the code official. If the code official finds that
the work described in an application for a permit and the plan,
specitications and other data filed therewith conform to the

requirements of this code, the code official is allowed to issue
a permit to the applicant.

When the code official issues the permit, the code official
shall endorse in writing or stamp the plans and specifications
APPROVED. Such approved plans and specifications shall

not be changed, modified or altered without authorization

4

from the code official, and all work regulated by this code
shall be done in accordance with the approvedplans.

[A] 107.6.1 Refusal to issue a permit. Where the applica-
tion or construction documents do not conform to the
requirements of pertinent laws, the code official shall
reject such application in writing, stating the reasons
therefor.

lll 101 .7 Validity of permit. The issuance or granting of a

permit or approval of plans, specifications and computations
shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of,
any violation of any of the provisions of this code or of any

other ordinance of the jurisdiction. Permits presuming to give
authority to violate or conceal the provisions of this code or
other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid.

[A] 107.8 Expiration. Every pern.rit issued by the code offi-
cial under the provisions of this code shall expire by limita-
tion and become null and void if the building, use or work
authorized by such permit is not commenced within 180 days
from the date of such permit, or if the building, use or work
authorized by such permit is suspended or abandoned at any
time after the work is commenced for a period of 180 days.

Any perrnittee holding an unexpired permit may apply for
an extension of the time within which work may commence
under that permit when the permittee is unable to commenca
work within the time required by this section for good and

satisfactory reasons. The code official may extend the time
for action by the permittee for a period not exceeding 180
days on written request by the permittee showing that circum-
stances beyond the control of the permittee have prevented
action from being taken. No permit shall be extended more
than once.

[A] 107.9 Retention of permits. Permits shall at all times be
kept on the premises designated therein and shall at all times
be subject to inspection by the code official or other autho-
rized representative.

[A] 107.10 Revocation of permits. Permits issued under this
code may be suspended or revoked when it is determined by
the code official that:

L It is used by a person other than the person to whom the
permit was issued.

2. It is used for a location other than that for which the
permit was issued.

3. Any of the conditions or limitations set forth in the per-
mit have been violated.

4. The permittee fails, refuses or neglects to comply with
any order or notice duly served on him under the provi-
sions of this code within the time provided therein.

5. There has been any false statement or misrepresenta-
tion as to material fact in the application or plans on
which the permit or application was made.

6. When the permit is issued in error or in violation of any
other ordinance, regulations or provisions of this code.

The code official is allowed to, in writing, suspend or
revoke a permit issued under the provisions of this code
whenever the permit is issued in error or on the basis of incor-
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rect information supplied, or in violation of any ordinance or
regulation or any ofthe provisions ofthis code.

SECTION 108
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

[A] 108.1 General. Plans, engineering calculations, diagrams
and other data shall be submitted in at least two sets with each
application for a permit. The construction documents shall be
prepared by a registered design professional where required
by the statutes of the jurisdiction in which the project is to be
constructed. Where special conditions exist, the code official
is authorized to require additional documents to be prepared
by a registered design professional.

Exception: Submission of plans, calculations, construc-
tion inspection requirements and other data, if it is found
that the nature of the work applied for is such that review-
ing of plans is not necessary to obtain compliance with
this code.

[A] 108.2 Information on plans and specifications. Plans
and specifications shall be drawn to scale upon substantial
paper or cloth and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the
location, nature and extent of the work proposed, and show in
detail that it will conform to the provisions of this code and
all relevant laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

[A] 108.3 Site plan. In addition to the requirements for plans
in the IntemationaL Building Code, site plans shall include
topography, width and percent of grade of access roads, land-
scape and vegetation details, locations of structures or build-
ing envelopes, existing or proposed overhead utilities,
occuparlcy classification of buildings, types of ignition-resis-
tant construction of buildings, structures and their append-
ages, roof classification of buildings and site water supply
systerns. The code official is authorized to waive or modify
the requirement for a site plan when the application for per-
mit is for alteration or repair or when otherwise warranted.

[A] 108.4 Vegetation management plans. When utilized by
the permit applicant pursuant to Section 502, vegetation man-
agement plans shall be prepared and shall be submitted to the
code official for review and approval as part of the plans
required for a permit.

[A] 108.5 Fire protection plan. When required by the code
official pursuant to SecLion 405, a fire protection plan shall be
prepared and shall be submitted to the code official for
review and approved as a part ofthe plans required for a per-
rnit.

[A] 108.6 Other data and substantiation. When required by
the code official, the plans and specifications shall include
classification of tbel loading, fuel model light, medium or
heavy, and substantiating data to verify classification of fire-
resistive vegetation.

[A] 108.7 Vicinity plan. In addition to the requirements for
site plans, plans shall include details regarding the vicinity
within 300 feet (91 440 mm) of lot lines, including other
structures, slope, vegetation, Juel breaks, water supply sys-
tems and access roads.
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[A] 108.8 Retention of plans. One set of approved plans,
specifications and computations shall be retained by the code
official for a period of not less than 180 days from date of
completion of the permitted work or as required by state or
local laws; and one set of approved plans and specifications
shall be returned to the applicant, and said set shall be kept on
the site of the building, use or work at all times during which
the work authorized thereby is in progress.

[A] 108.9 Examination of documents. The code official
shall examine or cause to be examined the accompanying
construction documents and shall ascertain by such examina-
tions whether the construction indicated and described is in
accordance with the requirements of this code and other perti-
nent laws or ordinances.

[A] 108.f0 Amended documents. Changes made during
construction that are not in compliance with the approved
documents shall be resubmitted for approval as an amended
set of construction documents.

[A] 108.11 Previous approvals. This code shall not require
changes in the construction documents, construction or desig-
nated occupancy of a structure for which a lawful permit has
been heretofore issued or otherwise lawfully authorized, and
the construction of which has been pursued in good faith
within 180 days after the effective date of this code and has
not been abandoned.

[A] 108.12 Phased approval. The code oflrcial is authorized
to issue a permit for the construction of foundations or any
other part of a building or structure before the construction
documents for the whole building or structure have been sub-
mitted, provided that adequate information and detailed state-
ments have been filed complying with pertinent requirements
of this code. The holder of such permit for the foundation or
other parts of a building or structure shall proceed at the
holder's own risk with the building operation and without
assurance that a permit for the entire structure will be granted.

SECTION 109
INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

[A] 109.1 Inspection. Inspections shall be in accordance with
Sections 109. Ll through 109.1.4.3.

[A] 109.1.1 General. All construction or work for which a
permit is required by this code shall be subject to inspec-
tion by the code official and all such construction or work
shall remain accessible and exposed for inspection pur-
poses until approved by the code official.

It shall be the duty ofthe permit applicant to cause the
work to remain accessible and exposed for inspection pur-
poses. Neither the code official nor the jurisdiction shall
be liable for expense entailed in the removal or replace-
ment of any material required to allow inspection.

Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be con-
strued to be an approval of a violation of the provisions of
this code or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction. Inspec-
tions presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the
provisions of this code or of other ordinances of the juris-
diction shall not be valid.
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Where required by the code ofIicial, a survey of the lot
shall be provided to verify that the mitigation features are
provided and the building or structure is located in accor-
dance with the approved plans.

[A] 109.1.2 Authority to inspect. The code official shall
inspect, as often as necessary, buildings and premises,
including such other hazards or appliances designated by
the code official for the purpose of ascertaining and caus-
ing to be corrected any conditions that could reasonably be
expected to cause fire or contribute to its spread, or any
violation of the purpose of this code and of any other law
or standard affecting fire safety.

lAl 109.f.2.1 Approved inspection agencies. The
code official is authorized to accept reports of approved
inspection agencies, provided such agencies satisfy the
requirements as to qualifications and reliability.

[Al L09.1.2.2 lnspection requests. It shall be the duty
of the holder of the permit or their duly authorized
agent to notify the code official when work is ready for
inspection. It shall be the duty of the permit holder to
provide access to and means for inspections of such
work that are required by this code.

IAI 109.1.2.3 Approval required. Work shall not be
done beyond the point indicated in each successive
inspection without first obtaining the approval of the
code official. The code oflicial, upon notification, shall
make the requested inspections and shall either indicate
the portion of the construction that is satisfactory as
completed, or notify the permit holder or his or her
agent wherein the same fails to comply with this code.
Any portions that do not comply shall be corected and
such portion shall not be coveted or concealed until
authorized by the code official.

[A] 109.1.3 Reinspections. To determine compliance with
this code, the code official may cause a structure to be
reinspected. A fee may be assessed for each inspection or
reinspection when such portion of work fbr which inspec-
tion is called is not complete or when corrections called
for are not made.

Reinspection fees may be assessed when the approved
plans are not readily available to the inspector, for failure
to provide access on the date for which inspection is
requested or tbr deviating from plans requiring the
approval of the code official.

To obtain a reinspection, the applicant shall pay the
reinspection fee as set lbrth in the fee schedule adopted by
the jurisdiction. When reinspection fees have been
assessed, no additional inspection ofthe work will be per-
formed until the required fees have been paid.

[A] 109.f.4 Testing. Insrallations shall be tesred as

required in this code and in accordance with Sections
109.1.4.1 through 109.1.4.3. Tesrs shall be made by the
permit holder or authorized agent and observed by the
code official.

[A] 109.1.4.f New, altered, extended or repaired
installations. New installations and parts of existing
installations, which have been altered, extended, reno-
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vated or repaired, shall be tested as prescribed herein to
disclose defects.

IAJ 109.f.4.2 Apparatus, instruments, material and
labor for tests. Apparatus, instruments, material and
labor required for testing an installation or part thereof
shall be furnished by the permit holder or authorized
agent.

[A] 109.1.4.3 Reinspection and testing. Where any
work or installation does not pass an initial test or
inspection, the necessary corrections shall be made so
as to achieve cornpliance with this code. The work or
installation shall then be resubmitted to the code offi-
cial for inspection and testing.

[A] f09.2 Enforcement. Enforcement shall be in accordance
with Sections 109.2.1 and, 109.2.2.

[A] 109.2.1 Authorization to issue corrective orders
and notices. When the code official finds any building or
premises that are in violation ofthis code, the code official
is authorized to issue con'ective orders and notices.

[A) 109.2.2 Service of orders and notices. Orders and
notices authorized or required by this code shall be given
or served on the owner, operator, occupant or other person
responsible for the condition or violation either by verbal
notification, personal service, or delivering the same to,
and leaving it with, a person of suitable age and discretion
on the premises; or, if no such person is found on the
premises, by affixing a copy thereof in a conspicuous
place on the door to the entrance of said prernises and by
mailing a copy thereof to such person by registered or cer-
titied mail to the person's last known address.

Orders or notices that are given verbally shall be con-
firmed by service in writing as herein provided.

[A] 109.3 Right of entry. Whenever necessary to make an
inspection to enforce any of the provisions of this code. or
whenever the code official has reasonable cause to believe
that there exists in any building or on any premises any con-
dition that makes such building or premises unsafe, the code
official is authorized to erter such building or premises at all
reasonable times to inspect the same or to perform any cluty
authorized by this code, provided that if such building or
premises is occupied, the code oflicial shall first present
proper credentials and request entry; and if such building or
premises is unoccupied, the code official shall first make a
reasonable eftbrt to locate the owner or other persons having
charge or control of the building or premises zrnd request
entry.

If such entry is refused, the code official shall have
recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.
Owners, occupants or any other persons having charge, care
or control of any building or premises, shall, after proper
request is made as herein provided, promptly permit entry
therein by the code official for the purpose of inspection and
examination pursuant to this code.

[A] 109.4 Compliance with orders and notices. Compli-
ance with orders and notices shall be in accordance with Sec-
tions 109.4.1 through 109.4.8.
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[A] 109.4.1 General compliance. Orders and norices
issued or served as providecl by this code shall be com_
plied with by the owner, operator, occupant or other per_
son responsible for the condition or violation to which the
corrective order or notice pertains.

. If the building or premises is not occupied, such correc_
tive orders or notices shall be complied with by the owner.

[Al tOg.a.Z Compliance with tags. A building or prem_
ises shall not be used when in violation of this code as
noted on a tag affixed in accordance with Section 109.4.1.

[A] 109.4.3 Removal and destruction of signs and tags.
A sign or tag posted or affixed by the codjofficial shill
not be mutilated, destroyed or removed without authoriza-
tion by rhe code ofTicial.

[A] f09.4.4 Citations. persons operating or maintaining
an occxpancy, premises or vehicle subject to this code
who allow a hazard to exist or fail to take immediate
action to abate a hazard on such occupancy, premises or
vehicle when or.dered or notified to do so by the code offi_
cial shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

[A] 109.4.5 Unsafe conditions. Buildings, sfi.uctures or
premises that constitute a fire hazard or ari otherwise dan_
gerous to human lit-e, or which in relation to existing use
constitute a hazard to safety or health or public welfare, by
reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsoles_
cence, fire hazard, disaster damage oi abandonment as
specified in this code or any other ordinance, are unsafe
conditions. Unsaf-e buildings or structures shall not be
used. Unsafe buildings are hereby declared to be public
nuisances and shall be abated by repair, rehabiliiation,
demolition or removal, pursuant to applicable state and
local laws and codes.

lAl f09.4.5.f Record. The code official shall cause a
report to be filed on an unsafe condition. The report
shall state the occupancy ofthe structure and the naiure
of the unsaf'e condition.

[A] f09.4.5.2 Notice. Wherc an unsafe condition is
fbund, the code official shall serve on the owner, agent
or persou in control of the building, structure or prem_
ises, a written notice that describes the condition
deemed unsafe and specifies the required repairs or
improvements to be made to abate the unsafe condition,
or that requires the unsafe structure to be demolished
within a stipulated time. Such notice shall require the
person thus notified, or their designee, to cleclare within
a stipulated time to the code official acceptance or
ryjection of the terms of the order.

lAl 109.4.5.2.1 Method of service. Such norice
shall be deemed properly served if a copy thereofis
(a) delivered to the owner personally; (b) sent by
certified or register.ed mail addressed io the orre. rt
the last known address with the return receipt
r:equested; or (c) delivered in any other manner as
prescribed by local law. If the certified or registered
lefter is returned showing that the letter was not
delivered. a copy thereof shall be posted in a con-
spicuous place in or about the struiture affected by
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such notice. Service of such notice in the tbregoing
manner upon the owner,s agent or upon the person
responsible for the structure shall constitute service
of notice upon the owner.

lAl 109.4.5.3 Placarding. Upon failure of rhe owner or
person responsible to comply with the notice provisions
within the time given, the code official shall post on the
premises or on defective equipment a placard bearing
the word "UNSAFE" ard a statement of the penaltiei
provided for occupying the premises, operiting the
equipment or removing the placard.

[A] 109.4.5.3.1 Placard removal. The code official
shall rernove the unsafe condition placard whenever
the defect or def'ects upon which the unsafe condi_
tion and placarding action were based have been
eliminated. Any person who defaces or removes an
unsafe condition placard without the approval of the
code offlcial shall be subject to the penalties pro_
vided by this code.

[A] f09.4.5.4 Abatemenl The owner, operator or
occupant of a building, structure or premises deemed
unsafe by the code official shall abate or correct or
cause to be abated or corrected such unsafe conditions
either by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or other
app rove d corrective action.

[A] 109.4.5.5 Summary abatement. Where conditions
exist that are deemed hazardous to life and property,
the code official is authorized to abate or correct sum_
marily such hazardous conditions that are in violation
of this code.

[A] 109.4.5.6 Evacuation. The code official shall be
authorized to order the immediate evacuation of any
occupied building structure or premises deemed unsafL
when such hazardous conditions exist that presert
imminent danger to the occupants. persons so notitied
shall immediately leave the structure or premises and
shall not enter or reenter until authorized to do so by the
code official.

[A] 109.4.6 Prosecution of violation. lf the notice of vio-
lation is not cornplied with promptly, the code official is
authorized to request the legal counsel of the jurisdiction
to institute the appropriate proceeding at law or in equity
to restrain, correct or abate such violation, or to require thl
removal or termination of the unlawful occupancy of the
building or structure in violation of the provisioni of this
code or of the order or direction made pursuant thereto.

[A] 109.4.7 Violation penalties. persons who shall violate
a provision of this code or shall fail to comply with any of
the requirements thereof or who shall erect, install, aiter,
repair or do work in violation of the approved construction
documents or directive of the code official, or of a permit
or certificate used under provisions of this code, siall be
guilty of a tSpECIFy OFFENSEI, punishable by a fine of not
more than tAMouNrl dollars or by imprisonment not
exceeding TNUMBER oF DAysl, or both such fine and
imprisonment. Each day that a violation continues after
due notice has been served shall be deemed a separate
offense.
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lAl 109.4.8 Abatement of violation. In addition to the

imposition of the penalties herein described, the code offi-
cial is authorized to institute appropriate action to prevent

unlawful construction or to restrain, colTect or abate a vio-
lation; or to prevent illegal occupancy of a structure ot
premises; or to stop an illegal act, conduct of business or

occupancy of a structure on or about any premises.

SECTION 110
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

tAl 110.1 General. No building, structure or premises shall

be used or occupied, and no change in the existing occupancy

classification of a building, suuctuls, premise or portion

thereof shall be made until the code official has issued a cer-

tificate of completion therefor as provided herein' The certifi-

cate of occupancy shall not be issued until the certificate of
completion indicating that the project is in compliance with

this code has been issued by the code official.

tAl lf 0.2 Certificate of occupancy. lssuance of a certificate

of oc"upancy shali not be construed as an approval of a viola-

tion of the provisions of this code or of other pertinent laws

and ordinances of the jurisdiction. Certificates presuming to

give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code

6r other lawi or ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be

valid.

Exceptions:

I . Certificates of occupancy are not required for work
exempt from permits under Section 107'3'

2. AccessorYStructures.

tA] 110.3 Temporary occupancy' The code official is
authorized to issue a temporary certificate of occupancy

before the cotpletion of the entire work covered by the per-

mit, provided that such portion or portions shall be occupied

safely. The code official shall set a time period during which

the temporary certificate of occupancy is valid.

tAl 110.4 Revocation. The code official is authorized to, in

writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of occupancy or com-

pletion issued under the provisions of this code wherever the

iertificate is issued in error, on the basis of incorrect informa-

tion supplied, or where it is determined that the building or

structuie, prernise or portion thereof is in violation of any

ordinance or regulation or any of the provisions of this code'

SECTION 111

TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES

tAl 111.1 General. The code official is authorized to issue a

permit for temporary structures and temporary uses' Such

permits shall be limited as to time of service, but shall not be

permitted for more than I80 days' The code official is autho-

rized to grant extensions for demonstrated cause.

tA] fU.2 Conformance. Temporary structures and uses

ihall conform to the structural strength, fire safety, means of
egress, accessibility, light, ventilation and sanitary require-

mlnts of this code as necessary to ensure the public health,

safety and general welfare.
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tAl f11.3 Termination of approval. The code ofticial is

authorized to terminate such permit fbr a temporary structrue
or use and to order the temporary structure or use to be dis-

continued.

SECTION 112
FEES

lAl 112.1 Fees. A permit shall not be issued until the fees

prescribed in Section 112.2 have been paid, nor shall an

imendment to a permit be released until the additional fee' if
any, has been paid.

t1.l 112.2 Schedule of permit fees. A fee for each permit

shall be paid as required, in accordance with the schedule as

established by the applicable governing authority'

tAl 112.3 Work commencing before permit issuance. Any
person who commences any work before obtaining the neces-

iary permits shall be subject to an additional fee established

by ihi applicable governing authority, which shall be in addi-

tion to the required permit fees.

l l112.4 Related fees' The payment of the fee for the con-

struction, alteration, removal or demolition of work done in
connection [o or concurrently with the work or activity autho-

rized by a permit shall not relieve the applicant or holder of
the permit from the payment of other fees that are prescribed

by law.

tA] 112.5 Refunds. The applicable governing authority is

authorized to establish a refund policy.

SECTION 113
SERVICE UTILITIES

tAl 113.1 Connection of service utilities. No person shall

make connections from a utility, source of energy, fuel or

power to any building or system that is regulated by this code

ior which a permit is required until released by the code offi-
cial.

tAl f13.2 Authority to disconnect service utilities. The

code official shall have the authority to authorize disconnec-

tion of utility service to the building, sffucture or system reg-

ulated by this code and the referenced codes and standards set

forth in Section 102.4 in case of emergency where necessary

to eliminate an immediate hazard to life or property or when

such utility connection has been made without the release

required by Section 113.1. The code official shall notify the

serving utility and whenever possible the owner and occupant

of the building, structure or service system of the decision to

disconnect prior to taking such action if not notified prior to

disconnection. The owner or occupant of the building, struc-

ture or service system shall be notified in writing as soon as

practical thereafter.

SECTION 114
STOP WORK ORDER

lAl 114.1 Authority. Whenever the code official finds any

work regulated by this code being performed in a manner

either contrary to the provisions of this code or dangerous or
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unsafe, the code official is authorized to issue a stop work
order.

[A] 114.2Issuance. The stop work order shall be in writing
and shall be given to the owner of the property involved, to
the owner's authorized agent or to the person doing the work.
Upon issuance of a stop work order, the cited work shall
immediately cease. The stop work order shall state the reason
for the order and the conditions under which the cited work
will be permitted to resume.

[A] 114.3 Emergencies. Where an emergency exists, the
code official shall not be required to give a written notice
prior to stopping the work.

[A] 114.4 Failure to comply. Any person who shall continue
any work after having been served with a stop work order,
except such work as that person is directed to perform to

remove a violation or unsafe condition, shall be liable to a

fine of not less than tAMouNTl dollars or more than tAMouNTl
dollars.
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CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the follow-
ing words and terms shall, fbr the purposes of this code, have
the meanings shown in this chapter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words stated in the present tense
include the future; words stated in the rnasculine gender
include the ferninine and neuter; and the singular number
includes the plural and the plural the singular.

201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not
defined in this code and are defined in other International
Codes, such terrns shall have the meanings ascribed to them
as in those codes.

201.4 Terms not defined. Wherc terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this section, such terms
shall have their ordinarily accepted meanings such as the con-
text implies.

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. A building or srrucrure used
to shelter or support any matelial, equipment, chattel or occu-
pancy other than a habitable building.

[A] APPROVED. Approval by rhe code off,rcial as rhe result
of review, investigation or tests conducted by the code offi-
cial or by reason of accepted principles or tests by national
authorities, or technical or scientific organizations.

[A] BUILDING. Any structure used or intended for support-
ing or sheltering any use or occupancy.

IAI BUILDING OFFICIAL. The officer or orher designated
authority charged with the administration and enforcement of
the Intenmtional Building Code, or the building official's
duly authorized representative.

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION. Written documenra-
tion that the project or work fbr which a permit was issued
has been completed in contbnnance with requirements of this
code.

CODE OFFICIAL. The official designated by the jurisdic-
tion to interpret and enforce this code, or the code official's
authorized representative.

CRITICAL FIRE WEATHER. A set of wearher conditions
(usually a combination of low relative humidity and wind)
whose effects on fire behavior make control difficult and
threaten fire fighter saf'ety.

DEFENSIBLE SPACE. An area either natural or man-
made. where material capable of allowing a fir.e to spread
unchecked has been treated, cleared or modified to slow the
rate and intensity of an advancing wildfire and to create an
u'ea fbr [ire suppression operations to occur.
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DRMWAY. A vehicular ingress and egress route that
serves no more than two buildings or structures, not including
accessory structures, or more than five dwelling units.

lB] DWELLING. A building that contains one or rwo dwell-
ing units used, intended or designed to be used, rented,
leased, let or hired out to be occupied for living purposes.

[F] FIRE CHIEF. The chief officer or the chief officer,s
authorized representative of the fire department serving the
jurisdiction.

FIRE FLOW CALCULATION AREA. The floor area, in
square feet (square meters), used to determine the adequate
water supply.

FIRE PROTECTION PLAN. A document prepared for a
specific project or development proposed for the wildland-
urban intetface ared.It describes ways to minimize and miti-
gate the fire problems created by the project or development,
with the purpose of reducing impact on the community's fire
protection delivery system.

FIRE WEATHER. Weather conditions favorable to the
ignition and rapid spread of fire. In wildfires, this generally
includes high temperatures combined with strong winds and
low humidity. See "Critical fire weather."

FIRE-RESISTANCE-RATED CONSTRUCTION. The
use of materials and systems in the design and construction of
a building or structure to safeguard against the spread of fire
within a building or structure and the spread of fire to or from
buildings or structures to the wildland-urban interface area.

[B] FLAME SPREAD INDEX. A compararive measulr,
expressed as a dimensionless number, derived from visual
measurements of the spread of flame versus time for a mate-
rial tested in accordance with ASTM E 84.

FUEL BREAK. An area, strategically located for fighting
anticipated fires, where the native vegetation has been perrna-
nently modified or replaced so that fires burning into it can be
more easily controlled. Fuel breaks divide fire-prone areas
into smaller areas for easier fire control and to provide access
for fire fighting.

FUEL, HEAVY. Vegetation consisting of round wood 3 to 8
inches (76 to 203 mm) in diameter. See Fuel Models G, I, J,
K and U described in Appendix D.

FUEL, LIGHT. Vegetation consisting of herbaceous plants
and round wood less than r/o inch (6.4 mm) in diameter. See
Fuel Models A, C, E, L, N, P, R and S described in Appendix
D.

FU-EL, MEDIUM. Vegetation consisting of round wood r/4

to 3 inches (6.4 mm to 76 mm) in diameter. See Fuel Models
B, D, F, H, O, Q and T described in Appendix D.

FUEL MODIFICATION. A method of modifying tuel toad
by reducing the anlount of nonfire-resistive vegetation or
altering thelype of vegetation to reduce the fuel load.
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FUEL MOSAIC. A Juel morlification system that provides
for the creation of islands and irregular boundaries to reduce
the visual and ecological impact of fuel modification.

FUEL-LOADING. The oven-dry weight of fuels in a given
area, usually expressed in pounds per acre (lb/a) (kg/ha). Fuel
loading may be referenced to fuel size or timelag categories,
and may include surface fuels or total fuels.

GREEN BELT. Afuel break designated for a use other than
fire protection.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. As defined in the Interna-
tional Fire Code.

HEAVY TIMBER CONSTRUCTION. As described in the
I nte rnat ional Bui lding C ode.

IGNITION.RESISTANT BUILDING MATERIAL. A
type of building material that resists ignition or sustained

flaming combustion sufficiently so as to reduce losses from
wildland-urban interface conflagrations under worst-case
weather and fuel conditions with wildfire exposure of bum-
ing embers and small flames, as prescribed in Section 503.

IGNITION.RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION, CLASS 1.

A schedule of additional requirements for construction in
wildland-urban interface areas based on extreme fire hazard.

IGNITION-RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION, CLASS 2.
A schedule of additional requirernents for construction in
wildland-urban interface areas based on high fire hazard.

IGNTTION-RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION, CLASS 3.
A schedule of additional requirements for construction in
wildland-urban interface areas based on moderate fire hazard.

LOG WALL CONSTRUCTION. A type of construction in
which exterior walls are constructed of solid wood members
and where the smallest horizontal dimension of each solid
wood member is at least 6 inches (152 mm).

MULTILAYERED GLAZED PANELS. Window or door
assemblies that consist of two or more independently glazed
panels installed parallel to each other, having a sealed air gap

in between, within a frame designed to fill completely the
window or door opening in which the assembly is intended to
be installed.

NONCOMBUSTIBLE. As applied to building construction
material means a material that, in the form in which it is used,
is either one of the tbllowing:

1. Material of which no part will ignite and burn when
subjected to fire. Any material conforming to ASTM E
136 shall be considered noncombustible within the
meaning of this section.

2. Material having a structural base of noncombustible
material as defined in Item 1 above, with a surfacing
material not over I/, inch (3.2 mm) thick, which has a
flame spread index of 50 or less. Flame spread index as

used herein refers to a flame spread index obtained
according to tests conducted as specified in ASTM E
84 orUL723.

"Noncombustible" does not apply to surface finish materi-
als. Material required to be noncombustible for reduced clear-
ances to flues, heating appliances or other sources of high
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temperature shall ref'er to material conforming to Item l. No
material shall be classified as noncombustible that is subject
to increase in combustibility or flame spread index, beyond
the limits herein established, through the effects of age, mois-
ture or other atmospheric condition.

NONCOMBUSTIBLE ROOF COVERING. One of the
following:

1. Cement shingles or sheets.

2. Exposed concrete slab roof.

3. Ferrous or copper shingles or sheets.

4. Slate shingles.

5, Clay or concrete roofing tile.

6. Approved roof covering of noncombustible material.

SLOPE. The variation of terrain from the horizontal; the
number of feet (meters) rise or fall per 100 feet (30 480 mm)
measured horizontally, expressed as a percentage.

lAl STRUCTURE. That which is built or constructed, an

edifice or building of any kind, or any piece of work artifi-
cially built up or composed of parts joined together in some
manner.

[Z] SUBDMSION. The division of a tract, Iot or parcel of
land into two or more lots, plats, sites or other divisions of
land.

TREE CROWN. The primary and secondary branches
growing out from the main stem, together with twigs and foli-
age.

UNENCLOSED ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. An acces-

sory structure without a complete extel'ior wall system
enclosing the area under roof or floor above.

WILDFIRE. An uncontrolled tire spreading through vegeta-
tive fuels, exposing and possibly consurning structures.

WILDLAND. An area in which development is essentially
nonexistent, except tbr roads, railroads, power lines and simi-
lar facilities.

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE AREA. That geo-
graphical area where structures and other human develop-
ment meets or intermingles with wildland or vegetative fuels.
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CHAPTER 3

WILDLAND.URBAN INTERFACE AREAS

SECTION 301
GENERAL

301.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter provide method-
ology to establish and record wildland-urban inteface areas
based on the findings of fact.

301.2 Objective. The objective of this chapter is to provide
simple baseline criteria for determining wildland-urban inter-
face areas.

SECTION 302
WILDLAND-URBAN ]NTERFACE AREA

DESIGNATIONS
302.1 Declaration. The legislative body shall declare the
wildland-urban interface arzas within the jurisdiction. The
wildland-urban interfoce areas shall be based on the findings
of fact. The wildland-urban intetface area boundary shill
correspond to natural or man-made features.

302.2 Mapping. The wildland-urban intetface arza,s shall be
recorded on maps available for inspection by the public.

302.3 Review of wildland-urban interface ar€as. The code
official shall reevaluate and recommend modification to the
wildland-urban interface areas in accordance with Section
302.1 on a three-year basis or more frequently as deemed
necessary by the legislative body.
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CHAPTER 4

WILDLAND.URBAN INTERFACE AREA REQUIREMENTS

'="?ll3$^T'
401.1 Scope. Wildland-urban interface areas shall be pro-
vided with emergency vehicle access and water supply in
accordance with this chapter.

401.2 Objective. The objective of this chapter is to establish
the minimum rcquirements for emergency vehicle access and
water supply for buildings and structures located tn the wild-
land- urban inte tfac e are a s.

401.3 General safety precautions. General safety precau-
tions shall be in accordance with this chapter. See also
Appendix A.

SECTION 402
APPLICABILITY

el02.l Subdivisions. Subdivisions shall comply with Sections
402.1 .l an<l 402.1.2.

402.1.1 Access. New subdivisions, as determined by this
jurisdiction, shall be provided with fire apparatus access
roads in accordance with the Intenmtional Fire Code anc)
access requirements in accordance with Section 403.

402.1.2 Water supply. New subdivisions as determined
by this jurisdiction shall be provided with water supply in
accordance with Section 404.

402.2 Individual structures. Individual structures shall com-
ply with Sections 402.2.1 and 402.2.2.

402.2.1 Access. Individual stnrctures hereatier constructed
or ref ocated into or within wildland-urban intetface areas
shall be provided with fire apparatus access in accordance
with the International Fire Code and driveways in accor-
dance with Section 403.2. Marking of fire protection
equipment shall be provided in accordance with Section
403.5 and address markers shall be provided in accordance
with Section 403.6.

402.2.2 Water supply. Individual structures hereafter
constructed or relocated into or within wildlctnd-urban
interface area.s shall be provided with a conforming water
supply in accordance with Section 404.

Exceptions:

l. Structures constructed to meet the requirements
for the class of ignition-resistant consffuction
specified in Table 503.1 fbr a nonconforming
water supply.

2. Buildings containing only private garages, car-
ports, sheds and agricultural buildings with a

f'loor area of not more than 600 square feet (56

m').
402.3 Existing conditions. Existing buildings shall be pro-
vided with address markers in accordance with Section 403.6.
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Existing roads and fire protection equipment shall be pro-
vided with markings in accordance with Sections 403.4 and
403.5, respectively.

sEcTtoN 403
ACCESS

403.1 Restricted access. Where emergency vehicle access is
restricted because of secured access roads or driveways or
where immediate access is necessary for life-saving or fire-
fighting purposes, the code official is authorized 1o require a
key box to be installed in an accessible location. The key box
shall be of a type approved by the code official and shall con-
tain keys to gain necessary access as required by the code
official.

403.2 Driveways. Driveways shall be provided when any
portion of an exterior wall of the first story of a building is
located more than 150 feet (45 720 mm) from a fire apparatus
access road.

403.2.1Dimensions. Driveways shall provide a minimum
unobstructed width of 12 feet (3658 mm) and a minimum
unobstructed height of 13 feet 6 inches (4115 rnm).

403.2.2 Length. Driveways in excess of 150 feet (45 120
mm) in length shall be provided with turnarounds. Drive-
ways in excess of 200 feet (60 960 mm) in length and less
than 20 feet (6096 mm) in width shall be provided with
turnouts in addition to turnarounds.

403.2.3 Service limitations. A driveway shall not serve in
excess offive dwelling units.

Exception: When such driveways meet the require-
ments for fire apparatus access road in accordance with
Section 503 of the Intemational Fire Code.

403.2.4 Turnarounds. Driveway turnarounds shall have
inside turning radii of not less than 30 feet (9144 mm) and
outside turning radii of not less than 45 feet (13 716 mm).
Driveways that connect with a road or roads at more than
one point shall be considered as having a turnaround if all
changes of direction meet the radii requirements for drive-
way turnarounds.

403.2.5 Turnouts. Driveway turnouts shall be an all-
weather road surface at least l0 feet (3048 mm) wide and
30 feet (9144 mm) long. Driveway turnouts shall be
located as required by the code official.

403.2.6 Bridges. Vehicle load limits shall be posted at
both entrances to bridges on driveways and private roads.
Design loads for bridges shall be established by the code
official.

403.3 Fire apparatus access road. When required, tire appa-
ratus access roads shall be all-weather roads with a rninimum
width of 20 feet (6096 mm) and a clear height of 13 feet 6
inches (4115 mm); shall be designed to accommodate the

,5



WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE AREA REQUIREMENTS

loads and turning radii for fire apparatus; and shall have a
gradient negotiable by the specific fire apparatus normally
used at that location within the jurisdiction. Dead-end roads
in excess of 150 feet (45 720 nrm) in length shall be provided
with turnarounds as approved by the code official. An all-
weather road surface shall be any surface matedal acceptable
to the code official that would normally allow the passage of
emergency service vehicles typically used to respond to that
location within the i urisdiction.

403.4 Marking of roads. Approved signs or other approved
notices shall be provided and maintained for access roads and
driveways to identify such roads and prohibit the obstruction
thereof or both.

403.4.1 Sign construction. All road identification signs
and supports shall be of noncombustible materials. Signs
shall have minimum 4-inch-high (102 mm) reflective let-
ters withrl"-inch (12.7 rnm) stroke on a contrasting 6-inch-
high (152 mm) sign. Road identification signage shall be
mounted at a height of 7 feet (2134 mm) from the road
surface to the bottom of the sign.

403.5 Marking of fire protection equipment. Fire protec-
tion equiprnent and fire hydrants shall be clearly identified in
a manner opproved by the code official to prevent obstruc-
tion.

403.6 Address markers. All buildings shall have a peflna-
nently posted address, which shall be placed at each driveway
entrance and be visible from both directions of travel along
the road. ln all cases, the address shall be posted at the begin-
ning of construction and shall be rnaintained thereafter, and
the address shall be visible and legible from the road on
which the address is located.

403.6.1 Signs along one-way roads. Address signs along
one-way roads shall be visible from both the intended
direction oftravel and the opposite direction.

403.6,2 Multiple addresses. Where multiple addresses
are required at a single driveway, they shall be mounted on
a single post, and additional signs shall be posted at loca-
tions where driveways divide.

403.6.3 Single business sites. Where a roadway provides
access solely to a single commercial or industrial business,
the address sign shall be placed at the nearest road inter-
section providing access to that site.

403.7 Grade. The gradient for fire apparatus access roads
and driveways shall not exceed the maximum approved by
the code otTicial.

SECTION 404
WATER SUPPLY

404.1 General. When provided in order to qualify as a con-
forming water supply tbr the purpose of Table 503.1 or as
required for new subdivisions in accordance with Section
402.1.2, an approved wator source shall have an adequate

water supply for the use of the fire protection service to pro-
tect buildings and structures from exterior fire sources or to
suppress structure fires within the wil.clland-Ltrban interface
area of the iurisdiction in accordance with this section.

Exception: Buildings containing only private garages,
carports, sheds and agricultural buildings with a floor area
of not more than 600 square feet (56 m'?).

404.2 Water sources. The point at which a water source is
available for use shall be located not more than 1,000 feet
(305 m) from the building andbe approvedby the code off,r-
cial. The distance shall be measured along an unobstructed
line of travel.

Water sources shall comply with the following:

1. Man-made water sources shall have a minimum usable
water volume as determined by the adequate water sup-
ply needs jn accordance with Section 404.5. This water
source shall be equipped with an approvecl hydrant.
The water level of the water source shall be maintained
by rainfall, water pumped from a well, water hauled by
a tanker or by seasonal high water of a stream or river.
The design, construction, Iocation, water level mainte-
nance, access and access maintenance of man-made
water sources shall be approved by the code official.

2. Natural water sources shall have a minirnum annual
water level or flow sulTicient to meet the adequate
water supply needs in accordance with Section 404.5.
This water level or flow shall not be rendered unusable
because of freezing. This water source shall have an
approved draft site with an approved hydrant. Ade-
quate water flow and rights for access to the water
source shall be ensured in a form acceptable to the code
offlcial.

404.3 Draft sites.Approveddraft sites shall be provided at all
natural water sources intended for use as tire protection for
compliance with this code. The design, construction, loca-
tion, access and access maintenance of draft sites shall be
approved by the code official.

404.3.1Access. The drati site shall have emergency vehi-
cle access from an access road in accordance with Section
402.

404.3.2 Pumper access points. The pumper access point
shall be either an emergency vehicle access a-[ea alongside
a confbrming access road or an approved driveway no lon-
ger than 150 feet (45 720 mm). Pumper access points and
access driveways shall be designed and constructed in
accordance with all codes and ordinances enforced by this
jurisdiction. Pumper access points shall not require the
pumper apparatus to obstruct a road or driveway.

404.4 Hydrants. All hydrants shall be designed and con-
structed in accordance with nationally recognized standards.
The location and access shall be approved by the code offi-
cial.
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404.5 Adequate water supply. Adequare water supply shall
be determined for purposes of initial attack and flame front
contlol as follows:

1. One- and two-family dwellings. The r:equired water
supply for one- and two-farnily dwellings having a fire
flow calculation area that does not exceed 3,600 square
f'eet (334 rn2; shall be I.000 gallons per minute (63.1Ll
s) fbr a minimum duration of 30 minutes. The required
water supply for one- and two-farnily dwellings having
a fire flow calculation area in excess of 3,600 square
feet (334 m21 shall be 1,500 gallons per minute (9S I_lsy
for a minirnum duration of 30 minutes.

Exception: A reduction in required flow rate of 50
percent, as approved by the code official. is allowed
when the building is provided with an altproved
automatic sprinkler system.

2. Buildings other than one- and two-family dwellings.
The water supply required for-buildings other than one-
and two-family dwellings shall be as approvedby the
code official but shall not be less than 1 ,500 gallons per
minute (95 L/s) tbr a dur.ation of two hours.

Exception: A reduction in r.equired flow rate of up
to 75 percent, as approvetl by the code official, is
allowed when the building is provided with an
opprotted automatic sprinkler sy$tem. The resulting
water supply shall not be less than 1,500 gallons per
minute (94.6L/s).

404.6 Fire departmenL The water supply required by this
code shall only be approved when a fire department rated
Class 9 or better in accordance with ISO Comrnercial Rating
Service, 1995, is available.

404.7 Obstructions. Access to all water sources required by
this code shall be unobstructed at all times. The code official
shall not be deterred or hindered from gaining immediate
access to watef source equipment. fire protection equipment
or hydrants.

404.8 ldentification. Water sources, draft sites, hydrants and
fire protection equipment and hydrants shall be clearly identi-
fied in a manner approved by the code official to identify
location and to prevent obstruction by parking and other
obstructions.

404.9 Testing and maintenance. Water sources, draft sites,
hydrants and other'fir'e protection equipment required by this
code shall be subject to periodic tests as required by the code
official. All such equiplnent installed under the provisions of
this code shall be maintained in an operative condition at all
times and shall be repaired or replaced where defective.
Additions, repairs. alterations and servicing of such fire pro-
tection equipment and resources shall be in accordance with
approved standards.

444.70 Reliability. Warer supply reliability shall comply
with Sections 404.rcI through 404.10.3.

404.10.1 Objective. The objective of this secrion is to
increase the reliability of water supplies by reducing the
exposure of vegetative fuels to electrically powered sys-
tems.
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404.10.2 Clearance of fuel. Defensible space shall be pro-
vided around water tank structures, water supply pumps
and pump houses in accordance with Section 603.

404.10.3 Standby power. Stationary water supply facili-
ties within the wildland-urban interface area dependent
on electrical power to meet adequate water supply
demands shall provide standby power systems in accor-
dance with Chapter 2l of the Intemational Building Code,
Section 604 of the International Fire Code and NFPA 70
to ensure that an uninterrupted water supply is maintained.
The standby power source shall be capable of providing
power for a minimum of two hours.

Exceptions:

l. When approved by the code official, a standby
power supply is not required where the prirnary
power service to the stationary water supply
facility is underground.

2. A standby power supply is not required where
the stationary water supply facility serves no
more than one single-family dwelling.

SECTION 405
FIRE PROTECTION PLAN

405.1 General. When required by the code official, a fire
protection plan shall be prepared.

405.2 Content. The plan shall be based upon a site-specific
wildfire risk assessment that includes considerations of loca-
tion, topography, aspect, flammable vegetation, climatic con-
ditions and fire history. The plan shall address water supply,
access, building ignition and fire-resistance factors, fire pro-
tection systems and equiprnent, defensible space and vegeta-
tion management.

405.3 Cost. The cost of fire protection plan preparation and
review shall be the responsibility of the applicant.

405.4 Plan retention, The fire protection plan shall be
retained by the code official.
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CHAPTER 5

SPECIAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION REGULATIONS

sEcTtoN 501
GENERAL

501.1 Scope. Buildings and structures shall be constructed in
accordance with the Intemational Building Code and this
code.

Exceptions:

1. Accessory structures not exceeding 120 square feet
(11 m'?) in floor area when located at least 50 feet
(15 240 mm) fiom buildings conraining habitable
spaces.

2. Agricultural buildings ar least 50 i-eet (15 240 mm)
from buildings containing habitable spaces.

501.2 Objective. The objective of this chapter is to establish
minimum standards to locate, design and construct buildings
and structures or portions thereof for the protection of life and
propefty, to resist damage from wildtires, and to mitigate
br:ilding and structute fires from spreading to wildland fuils.
The minimum standards set forth in this chlpter vary with the
criticalfire weather, slope and fuel type to provide increasecl
protection, above the reqnirements set forth in the Interna_
tional Building Code, from the various levels ofhazards.

501.3 Fire-resistance-rated construction. Where this code
requires 1-hour fire-resistance-rated construction, the fire-
resistance rating of building elernents, components or assem_
blies shall be determined in accordance with the test proce-
dures set forth in ASTM E 119 or UL263.

SECTION 502
FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY

502.1 General. The tire hazard severity of building sites for
all buildings hereafter constructed, modified or relocated inro
wildland-urban intetface areas shall be established in accor_
dance with Table 502.1. See also Appendix C.

502.2 Fire hazard severity reduction. The fire hazard sever-
ity idenrified in Table 502.1 is allowed to be reduced by

TABLE 502.1
FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY

a. Daysperannum
b' when required by the code official. fucl classificatiorr shall be basetl on the historical fuel type for the area.
E = Extreme hazard.
H = High hazard.
M = Moderate hazard.
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implementing a vegetation management plan in accordance
with Appendix B.

SECTION 503
IGNITION.RESISTANT

CONSTRUCTION AND MATERIAL
503.1 General. Buildings and structures hereafter con-
structed, modified or relocated into or within wild.land-urban
interfoce areas shall meet the construction requirements in
accordance with Table 503.1. Ctass l, Class 2 or Class 3.
ignition-resistant construction shall be in accordance with
Sections 504, 505 and 506, respectively. Materials required to
be ignition-resistant materials shall comply with the require-
ments of Section 503.2.

503.2 Ignition-resistant building material. Ignition-resis-
tant building materials shall comply with any one of the fbl-
lowing:

1. Extended ASTM E 84 testing. Materials that, when
tested in accordance with the test procedures set forth
in ASTM E 84 or UL723, for a rest period of 30 min-
utes, comply with the following:

1.1. Flame spread. Material shall exhibit a flame
spread index not exceeding 25 and shall show
no evidence of progressive combustion follow-
ing the extended 3O-minute test.

1.2. Flame front. Material shall exhibit a flame fronr
that does not progress more than 10112 feet
(3200 mm) beyond the centerline of the burner
at any time during the extended 30-minute test.

1.3. Weathering. Ignition-resistant building materi-
als shall maintain their performance in accor-
dance with this section under conditions ofuse-
Materials shall meet the performance require-
ments for weathering (including exposure to
temperature, moisture and ultraviolet radiatjon)

FUEL
MODELb

CRITICAL FIRE YI'EAi'IEE FBEOUEHE
( 1 Daya 2 to 7 days' > 8 dayso

Slope (o/d Slope (%) Slope (7d
<40 41-60 >6i < rto 41 -60 >6l <40 41-60 >61

Light fuel M M M M M M M M H
Mediurn ftrel M M H H H H E E E
Heavy fuel H H H H E E E E E
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contained in the following standards, as appli-
cable to the materials and the conditions of use:

1.3.1. Method A "Test Method for Acceler-
ated Weathering of Fire-Retardant-
Treated Wood for Fire Testing" in
ASTM D 2898, for fire-retardant-
treated wood, wood-plastic composite

and Plastic lumber materials.

1.3.2. ASTM D 7032 for wood-plastic com-
posite materials.

L3.3. ASTM D 6662 for plastic lumber
materials.

1.4. Identification. All materials shall bear identifi-
cation showing the fire test results.

2. Noncombustible material. Material that complies with
the requirements for noncombustible materials in Sec-

tion202.

3. Fire-retardant-treated wood. Fire-retardant-treated

wood identified for exterior use and meeting the

requirements of Section 2303-2 of the International
Building Code.

4. Fire-retardant-treated wood roof coverings. Roof
assemblies containing fire-retardant-treated wood shin-

gles and shakes which comply with the requirements of
Section 1505.6 of the International Building Code and

classified as Class A roof assemblies as required in
Section 1505.2 of the International Building Code.

SECTION 504
CLASS 1 IGNITION-RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION

504.1 General. Class I ignition-resistant construction shall

be in accordance with Sections 504.2 through 5M. 11.

504.2 Roof covering. Roofs shall have a Class A roof assem-

bly. For roof coverings where the profile allows a space

between the roof covering and roof decking, the space at the

eave ends shall be firestopped to preclude entry of flames or
embers, or have one layer of 72-pound Q2.akg) mineral-sur-
faced, nonperforated cap sheet complying with ASTM D
3909 installed over the combustible decking'

504.2.1 Roof valleys. When provided, valley flashings

shall be not less than 0.019 inch (0.48 mm) (No. 26 galva'
nized sheet gage) corrosion-resistant metal installed over a

minimum 36-inch-wide (914 mm) underlayment consist-

ing of one layer of 72-pound GZ'a kd mineral-surfaced,
nonperforated cap sheet complying with ASTM D 3909

running the full length of the valley.

5(X.3 Protection of eaves. Eaves and soffits shall be pro-

tected on the exposed underside by ignition-resistant materi-

als or by materials approved for a tninimum of l-hour fire-
resistance-rated construction, 2-inch (51 mm) nominal

dimension lumber, or l-inch (25.4 mm) nominal fire-retar-
dant-treated lumber or 3/*-inch (19 mm) nominal fire-retar-

dant-treated plywood, identified tbr exterior use and meeting
the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the Intemational
Building Code.Fascias are required and shall be protected on

the backside by ignition-resistant materials or by materials

approved for a minimum of 1-hour fire-resistance-rated con-

struction or 2-inch (51 mm) nominal dimension lumber.

504.4 Gutters and downspouts. Gutters and downspouts

shall be constructed of noncombustible mateial. Gutters shall

be provided with an approved means to prevent the accumu-
lation of leaves and debris in the gutter.

504.5 Exterior walls. Exterior walls of buildings or struc-
tures shall be constructed with one of the following methods:

l. Materials approved for a minimum of l-hour fire-resis-
tance-rated constructiott on the exterior side.

TABLE 503.1

lGNITION-RESISTANT CONSTHUCTION'

a. Access shall be in accordance with Section 402.

b. Subdivisions shall have a conforming water supply in accordance with Section 402.1.

lR I = Ignition-resistant construction in accordance with Scction 504.

IR 2 = Ignition-resistant construction in accordance with Section 505.

IR 3 = Ignition-resistant construction in accordance with Section 506.

N.C. = Exrerior rvalls shall have u fire-resistance rating of not less than l-hour and the exterior surfaces of such walls shall be noncornbustible. Usage of log

wall construction is allowed.

c. Confbrmance based on Section 603.

d. Conformance based on Section 404.

e. A nonconforming rvater supply is any ivater system or source that does not comply rvith section 404, inctuding situations where there is no water supply for

structure protection or fire suppression.

OEFENSIBLE
SPACE'

FIBE HAZARD SEVERITY

Moderate Hazard High Hazard Extreme Hazard

Water Supplyb Water SuppllP Water Supplyb

Conformingd Nonconlorming' Conformingo Nonconrorming" Conformingd Nonconlorming'

Nonconforming IR2 IRI IRI IRI
N.C.

IRl
N.C.

Not Permitted

Confbrming IR3 IR2 IR2 IRI IRI tRl
N,C.

1.5 x Confbrming Not Required IR3 IR3 IR2 IR2 IR1
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2. Approved noncombustibie materials.

3. Heavy timber or log wall construction.

4. Fire-retardant-treated wood on the exterior side. The
fire-retardant-treated wood shall be labeled for exterior
use and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the
htte rnat i.o nal B uildin g C o de.

5. Ignition-resistant materials on the exterior side.

Such material shall extend fi.om the top of the foundation
to the underside of the roof sheathing.

504.6 Unenclosed underfloor protection. Buildings or
structures shall have all underfloor areas enclosed to the
ground with exterior walls in accordance with Section 504.5.

Exception: Cornplete enclosure may be omitted where the
underside of all exposed floors and all exposed structural
columns, beams and suppofting walls are protected as
required fbr exterior I -hour fire-resistance-rated construc-
tion clr heavy timber construction or fire-retardant-treated
wood. The fire-retardant-treated wood shall be labeled for
exterior use and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2
of the Int:ernational Building, Code.

504.7 Appendages and projections. {Jnenclosed accessory
structures attached to buildings with habitable spaces and
projections, such as decks, shall be a minimum of l-hour fire
resistance-rated construction, heavy timber construction or
constructed of one of the following:

l. Ap p ro v e d n onc omb Ltst ible materials ;

2. Fire-r'etardant-treated wood identified for exterior use
and rneeting the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the
lntentational Building Code; or

3. lgnition-resistant building materials in accordance with
Section 503.2.

544.7.1 Underfloor areas. When the attached structure is
Iocated and constructed so that the structulE or any portion
thereof projects over a descending slope surface greater
than 10 percent, the area below the structure shall have all
underfloor areas enclosed to within 6 inches (152 mm) of
the ground, with exterior wall consh'uction in accordance
with Section 504.5.

504.8 Exterior glazing. Exterior windows, window walls
and glazed doors, windows within exterior doors, and sky-
lights shall be ternpered glass, rnultilayered glazed panels,
glass block or have a fire protection rating of not less than 20
minutes.

504.9 Exterior doors. Exterior doors shall be apptovednon-
cornbustible construction, solid core wood not less than 13/,
inches thick (45 mm), or have a fire protection rating of not
less than 20 minutes. Windows within doors and glazed doors
shall be in accordance with Section 504.8.

Exception: Vehicle access doors.

504.10 Yents. Attic ventilation openings, fbundation or
under'floor vents, or other ventilation openings in vertical
exterior walls and vents through roofs shall not exceed 144
square inches (0.0929 m2) each. Such vents shall be covered
w ith no n c omb us t i b le corr o sion-resi stan t mesh with openings
not to exceed r/, inch (6.4 mm), or shall be designed aid
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approved to prevent flame or ember penetration into the
stl'ucture.

504.10.f Vent locations. Attic ventilation openings shall
not be located in soffits, in eave overhangs, between raf-
ters at eaves, or in other overhang areas. Gable end and
dormer vents shall be located at least l0 feet (3048 rnm)
from lot lines. Underfloor ventilation openings shall be
located as close to grade as practical.

504.11 Detached accessory structures. Detached accessory
structures located less than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from a build-
ing containing habitable space shall have exterior walls con-
structed with materials approved for a minimum of l-hour
fire-resistance-rated construction, heavy timber, log wall con-
struction, or constructed with approved noncombustible
materials or fire-retardant-treated wood on the extelior side.
The fire-retardant-treated wood shall be labeled for exterior
use and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the lnter-
national Building Code.

504.11.1 Underfloor areas. When the detached structure
is located and constructed so that the structure or any por-
tion thereof projects over a descending slope surt'ace
greater than l0 percent, the area below the structure shall
have all underfloor areas enclosed to within 6 inches (152
mm) of the ground, with exterior wall construction in
accordance with Section 504.5 or underfloor protection in
accordance with Section 504.6.

Exception: The enclosure shall not be required where
the underside of all exposed floors and all exposed
structural columns, beams and supporting walls are
protected as required for exterior l-hour fire-resistance-
rated construction or heavy-timber construction or fire-
retardant-treated wood on the exterior side. The fire-
retardant-treated wood shall be labeled for exterior use
and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the
Int e nmtional B ui ldin g Cotle.

SECTION 505
CLASS 2 IGNITION.RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION

505.1 General. Class 2 ignition-resistanr construction shall
be in accordance with Sections 505.2 through 505.1 l.
505.2 Roofcovering. Roofs shall have at least a Class B roof
assembly ot ao approved noncombustible roof covering. For
roof coverings where the profile allows a space between the
roof covering and roof decking, the space at the eave ends
shall be firestopped to preclude entry of flames or embers, or
have one layer of 72-pound QzA kg mineral-surfaced, non-
perforated cap sheet complying with ASTM D 3909 installed
over the combustible decking.

505.2.1 Roof valleys. When provided, valley flashings
shall be not less than 0.019 inch (0.48 mm) (No. 26 galva-
nized sheet gage) corrosion-resistant metal installed over a
minimum 36-inch-wide (914 mm) underlayment consist-
ing of one layer of 72-pound QZ.a kd mineral-surtaced,
nonperforated cap sheet complying with ASTM D 3909
running the full length of the valley.

505.3 Protection of eaves. Combustible eaves, fascias and
soffits shall be enclosed with solid materials with a minimum
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thickness of r/o inch (19 mm). No exposed rafter tails shall be

permitted unless constructed of heavy timber materials'

505.4 Gutters and downspouts. Gutters and downspouts

shall be constructed of noncombustible material. Gutters shall

be provided with an approved means to prevent the accumu-

lation of leaves and debris in the gutter.

505.5 Exterior walls. Exterior walls of buildings or struc-

tures shall be constructed with one of the following methods:

l. Materials approved fbr a minimum of 1-hour fire-resis-
tance-rated construction on the exterior side.

2. Ap trt rov e d noncom bu st i b/e materials.

3. Heavy timber or log wall construction.

4. Fire-retardant-treated wood on the exterior side. The

fire-retadant-treated wood shall be labeled for exterior
use and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the
Inte ntat ional Bu ildin g C ode.

5. Ignition-resistant materials on the exterior side.

Such material shall extend from the top of the foundation
to the underside of the roof sheathing.

505.6 Unenclosed underfloor protection. Buildings or
structures shall have all underfloor areas enclosed to the
ground, with exterior walls in accordance with Section 505.5.

Exception: Cornplete enclosure shall not be required
where the underside of all exposed floors and all exposed
structural columns, beams and supporting walls are pro-
tected as required for exterior l-hour fire-resistance-rated
construction or heavy timber construction or fire-retar-
dant-treated wood. The fire-retardant-treated wood shall
be labeled for exterior use and meet the requirements of
Section 2303.2 of the htternational Building Cocle.

505.7 Appendages and projections. Unenclosed acces.rory
structure,e attached to buildings with habitable spaces and
projections, such as decks, shall be a minimum of 1-hour fire-
resistance-rated construction, heavy timber constnrction or
constructed of one of the following:

1. Approved noncombu stible materials;

2. Fire-retardant-treated wood identified for exterior use

and rneeting the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the
International Building Code; or

3. lgnition-resistant building materials in accordance with
Section 503.2.

505.7.1 Underfloor areas. When the attached structure is
Iocated and constructed so that the structure or any portion
thereof projects over a descending slope surtace greater
than l0 percent, the afea below the structure shall have all
underfloor areas enclosed to within 6 inches (152 mm) of
the ground, with exterior wall construction in accordance
witlr Section 505.5.

505.8 Exterior glazing. Extedor windows, window walls
and glazed doors, windows within exterior doors, and sky-
lights shall be tempered glass, multilayered glazed panels,
glass block or have a fire-protection rating of not less than 20
minutes.
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505.9 Exterior doors. Exterior doors shall be approved non'
combustible construction, solicl core wood not less than 13/.-

inches thick (45 mm), or have a fire protection rating of not
less than 20 minutes. Windows within doors and glazed doors
shall be in accordance with Section 505.8.

Exception: Vehicle access doors.

505.10 Vents. Attic ventilation openings, foundation or
underfloor vents or other ventilation openings in vertical
exterior walls and vents through roofs shall not exceed 144

square inches (0.0929 m2) each. Such vents shall be covered

w ith no n c o mb u s t ib le corr osio n-resistant mesh with openings

not to exceed '/o inch (6.4 mm) or shall be designed and

approved to prevent flame or ember penetration into the

structure.

505.10.1 Vent locations. Attic ventilation openings shall
not be located in soffits, in eave overhangs, between raf-
ters at eaves, or in other overhang areas. Gable end and
dormer vents shall be located at least l0 feet (3048 mm)
from lot lines. Underfloor ventilation openings shall be

located as close to grade as practical.

505.11 Detached accessory structures. Detached accessory
structures located less than 50 feet (15 240 mm) from a build-
ing containing habitable space shall have exterior walls con-
structed with materials approved for a rninimum of l-hour
t'ire-resistance-r'ated construction, heavy timber, log wall con-
struction, or constructed with aqtproved noncombustible
materials or fire-retardant-treated wood on the exterior side.
The fire-retardant-treated wood shall be labeled for exterior
use and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the Inter-
national Building Code.

505.11.1 Underfloor areas. When the detached accessory
structure is located and constructed so that the structure or
any portion thereof projects over a descending slope sur-
face greater than l0 percent, the area below the structure
shall have all underfloor areas enclosed to within 6 inches
(152 mm) of the ground, with exterior wall construction in
accordance with Section 505.5 or underfloor protection in
accordance with Section 505.6.

Exception: The enclosure shall not be required where
the underside of all exposed floors and all exposed
structural columns, beams and supporting walls are
protected as required for exterior l-hour fire-resistance-
rated consfuction or heavy-tirnber construction or fire-
retardant-treated wood on the exterior side. The fire-
retardant-treated wood shall be ]abeled fbr exterior use
and meet the requirements of Section 2303.2 of the
Intenrutional B uildin g C ode.

SECTION 506
CLASS 3 IGNITION.BESISTANT CONSTRUCTION

506.1 General. Class 3 ignition-resistant construction shall
be in accordance with Sections 506.2 through 506.4.

506.2 Roofcovering. Roofs shall have at least a Class C roof
assembly or an approved noncombustible rcaf covering. For
roof coverings where the profile allows a space between the
roof covering and roof decking, the space at the eave ends

shall be firestopped to preclude entry of flames or embers, or

2012 INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND.URBAN INTEBFACE CODEO
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have one layer of 72-pound (32.4 kg) mineral-surfaced, non-
perforated cap sheer complying with ASTM D 3909 installed
over the cornbustible decking.

5462l Roof valleys. Where provided, valley flashings
shall be not less than 0.019-inch (0.44 mm) (No. 26 gatvi-
nized sheet gage) conosion-resistant metal installed over a
minimurn 36-inch-wide (914 mm) underlayment consist-
ing of one layer of 72-pound (32.a kg) mineral-surfaced.
nonperf'orared cap sheet complying with ASTM D 3909
running the tull length of the valley.

506.3 Unenclosed underfloor protection. Buildings or
structures shall have all undedloor areas enclosed to the
ground with exterior walls.

Exception: Complete enclosure may be omitted where the
underside of all exposed floors and all exposed structural
columns, beams and supporting walls are protected as
required for exterior I -hour fire-resistance-rated construc-
tion or heavy tirnber construction.

506.4 Gutters and downspouts. Gutters and downspouts
shall be constlucted of noncombustible naterial. Gutterrshall
be provided with an apptoved means to prevent the accumu-
lation of leaves and debris in the gutter.

SECTION 507
REPLACEMENT OH REPAIR OF ROOF COVERINGS
507.1 General. The roof covering on builclings or structures
in existence prior to the adoption of this code that ar.e
replaced or have 25 percent or more replaced in a 12-month
period shall be teplaced with a roof covering required for new
construction based on the type of ignition-resistant construc-
tion specified in accordance with Section 503.
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CHAPTER 6

FIRE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS

tto"=Ll8$fro'

601.1 Scope. The provisions ofthis chapter establish general
requirements for new and existing buildings, structures and
premises I oc ated w ithin yy i ldlan d- tt rb an i n t e tfac e a r e as.

601.2 Otrjective. The objective of this chapter is to establish
minimum requirements to mitigate the risk to lil-e and prop-
erly from wildland fire exposures, exposrlres from adjacent
structures and to rnitigate structure fires from spreading to
wildland fuels.

sEcTtoN 602
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

602.1 General. An apltroved automatic sprinkJer system
shall be installed in all occupancies in new buildings required
to meet the requirenrents tbr Class I ignition-resistant con-
struction in Chapter 5. The installation of the automatic sprin-
kler systems shall be in accordance with nationally
recognized standatds.

SECTION 603
DEFENSIBLE SPACE

603.1 Objective. Provisions of this section are intended to
modify the fuel load in areas adjacent to structures to create a
defensible .rpace.

603.2 Fuel modification. Buildings or structures, constructed
in compfiance with the conforming defensible space category
of Tabfe 503.1, shall comply with the fuel modification dis-

Unmodified
fuel

Modified
fuel

Tabular

FIGURE 603.2
MEASUBEMENTS OF FUEL MODIFICATION DISTANCE
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tances contained in Table 603.2. For all other purposes the

fuel modification distance shall not be less than 30 f'eet (9144
mm) or to the lot line, whichever is less. Distances specified
in Table 603.2 shall be measured on a horizontal plane from
the perimeter or projection of the building or structure as
shown in Figure 603.2. Distances specified in Table 603.2 are
allowed to be increased by the code official because of a site-
specific analysis based on local conditions and the fire pro-
tection plan.

TABLE 603.2
REQUIRED DEFENSIBLE SPACE

WILDLAND.URBAN
INTERFACE AREA

FUEL MODIFICATION DISTANCE
(teer)"

Moderate hazard 30

High hazard 50

Extreme hazard r00

For SI: I foot = 304.8 mm.

a. Distances are allowed to be increased due to site-specific analysis based
on local conditions and the fire protection plan.

603.2.1 Responsible party. Persons owning, leasing, con-
trolling, operating or maintaining buildings or structures
requiring defensible spaces are responsible for modifying
or removing nonfire-resistive vegetation on the property
owned, leased or controlled by said person.

603.2.2 Trees. Trees are allowed within the defensible
space,provided the horizontal distance between crowns of
adjacent trees and crowns of trees and structures, overhead
electrical facilities or unmodified fuel is not less than l0
feet (3048 mrn).

Modified
fuel

Unmodified
fuel

Tabutar--..-l



FIBE PROTECTION REOUIREMENTS

603.2.3 Groundcover. Deadwood and litter shall be regu-
larly removed liom trees. Where ornamental vegetative
fuels or cultivated ground cover, such as green grass, ivy,
succulents or similar plants are used as ground cover, they
are allowed to be within the designated defensible space,
provided they do not form a means of transmitting fire
from the native growth to any structure.

SECTION 604
MAINTENANCE OF DEFENSIBLE SPACE

604.1 General. Defensible spaces required by Section 603
shall be maintained in accordance with Section 604.

604.2 Modified area. Nonfire-resistive vegetation or growth
shall be kept clear of buildings or structures, in accordance
with Section 603, in such a manner as to provide a clear area

for fire suppression operations.

604.3 Responsibility. Persons owning, leasing, controlling,
operating or maintaining buildings or structurcs are responsi-
ble for maintenance of defensible spaces. Maintenance of the

defensible space shall include modifying or removing non-
fire-resistive vegetation and keeping leaves, needles and
other dead vegetative material regularly removed from roofs
of buildings and structures.

6(M.4 Trees. Tree crowns extending to within I0 feet (3048
mm) of any structure shall be pruned to maintain a minimum
horizontal clearance of 10 feet (3048 mm). Tree crowns
within the defensible space shall be pruned to remove limbs
located less than 6 feet (1829 mm) above the ground surface
adjacent to the trees.

604,4.1 Chimney clearance. Portions of tree crowns that
extend to within l0 feet (3048 mm) of the outlet of a chim-
ney shall be pruned to maintain a minimum horizontal
clearance of 10 feet (3048 mm).

604.4.2 Deadwood removed. Deadwood and litter shall
be regularly removed fiom trees.

SECTION 605
SPARK ARRESTERS

605.1 General. Chimneys serving fireplaces, barbecues,
incinerators or decorative heating appliances in which solid
or liquid fuel is used, shall be provided with a spark arrester.
Spark arresters shall be constructed of woven or welded wire
screening of l2 USA standard gage wire (0.1046 inch) (2.66
mm) having openings not exceeding r/, inch (12.7 mm).

605.2 Net free area. The net free area of the spark arrester
shall not be less than four times the net free area ofthe outlet
of the chimney.

sEcTtoN 606
LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS INSTALLATIONS

606.1 General. The storage of liquefied petroleum gas (LP-
gas) and the installation and maintenance of pertinent equip-
ment shall be in accordance with lhe International Fire Code
or, in the absence thereof, recognized standards.
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606.2 Location of containers or tanks. LP-gas containers or
tanks shall be located within the defensible space in accor-
dance with the Interruttional Fire Code.

sEcTroN 607
STORAGE OF FIREWOOD AND COMBUSTIBLE

MATERIALS

607.1 General. Firewood and combustible material shall not
be stored in unenclosed spaces beneath buildings or struc-
tures, or on decks or under eaves, canopies or other projec-
tions or overhangs. When required by the code official,
storage of firewood and combustible material stored in the
defensible space shall be located a minimum of 20 feet (6096
mm) from structures and separated from the crown of trees by
a minimum horizontal distance of 15 feet (4572mm).

607.2 Storage for off-site use. Firewood and corrbustible
materials not for consumption on the premises shall be stored
so as to not pose ahazard. See Appendix A.
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CHAPTER 7

REFERENCED STANDARDS

This chapter lists the standards that are referenced in various sections of this document. The standards are listed herein by the

promulgating agency of the standard, the standard identification, the effective date and title, and the section or sections of this

document that refercnce the standard.

ASTM ASTM lnternational
100 Barr Harbor Drive
West Conshohocken. PA I9428-2959

Standard
reference
number Title

Ret'erenced
in code

section numbel

D 2898-2008e01

D 3201-08a

D 3909-97b (20Mel )

D 6662-09
D 7032---08

E 84-09
E I l9-08a
E 136-09

Standard Test Methods for Accelerated Weathering of Fire-Retardant-Treated
WoodforFireTesting. . '......503.2

Standard Test Methods tbr Hygroscopic Properties of Fire-Retardant Wood
anrlWood-basedProducts. .....503.2

Standard Specification tbr Asphalt Roll Roofing (Glass Felt) Surfaced with
Mineral Granules. . . . . . - . .504.2,504.2.1,505.2' 505.2.1' 506.2,506-2.1

Standar.d SpecificationforPolyoletin-basedPlasticLumberDeckingBoards. ........503.2
Standatd Specification for Establishing Performance Ratings for Wood-plastic

Composite Deck Boards and Cuardrail Systems (Cuards or Handrails) . . . . '503'2
Test Methorl for Surface-Burning Characteristics of Building Materials . . .202, 503.2

StandardTestMethodsforFireTestsof BuildingConstructionandMaterials ..501.3

Test Methocl for Behavior of Materials in a Vertical Tube Furnace at 750"C. . ' ' ' 2OZ

ICC Inremational Code Council. lnc
500 Nerv Jersey Ave, NW
6th Floor

--------Rmrencea
reference in code

number Title section number

IBC-12

IFC-I2

IPMC-I2

International B uilding Code ... .. ..103.3, 107.3, 108.3, 202, -s01.I, 501.2,503.2,
504.3, 504.5, 5M.6, 504.7 ,504. I I , 505.5, 505.6.

505.7, 505.I l. A107.5

Inrernational Fire Code'D. 102.6,107.3,202,402'1'1,402'2'1.403'2,
403.2.3, 606j, 606.2, Al 04.6, A 105. l, A107.5

International PropertyMaintenanceCode@. " " " "102'6

NFPA National Fire Protection Association
Batterynrarch Park

Quincy. MA 02169-7471

Standard
reference
number Title

in code
section number

NFPA 7O-I1 National Electrical Code .. . ... . 404.10.3. A107.5
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UL Underwdters Laboratories. Inc
333 Ptingsten Road
Nortfi brook, \L 60062-2096

Standard
ref'erence
number

Ref'erenced
in code

section numberTitle
263-2003 standard fbrFireTestof Br .. 

---...... 
... '5Or ^3723-2oog Standard for Test tbr Surface Burning Characteristics of Building

Materials. Z0Z,5O3.2
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APPENDIX A

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

The provisions contahrcd iu this appendix are flot mandatory unlcss specificalb referenced in the adopting ordinance.

'=sJioAil"
A101.1 Scope. The provisions of this appendix establish gen-
eral requirements applicable to new and existing properties
located w ithin w i Ld Land - u rb an int e tfac e a r e as.

A101.2 Ob.iective. The objective of this appendix is to pro-
vide necessary fire-protection measures to reduce the threat
of wildfire in a wildland-urban interface area and improve
the capability of controlling such fires.

SECTION A102
VEGETATION CONTROL

A102.1 General. Vegetation control shall cornply with Sec-
tions A 102.2 through A102.4.

LI02.2 Clearance of brush or vegetative growth from
roadways. The code ofticial is authorized to require areas
within l0 feet (3048 mm) on each side of portions of fire
apparatus access roads and driveways to be cleared of non-
fire-resistive vegetation growtlr.

Exception: Single specimens of trees, ornamental vegeta-
tive fuels or cultivated ground cover, such as green grass,
ivy, succulents or similar plants used as ground cover, pro-
vided they do not form a means of readily transmitting
fire.

4102.3 Clearance of brush and vegetative growth from
electrical transmission and distribution lines. Clearance of
brush and vegetative growth from electrical transmission and
distribution lines shall be in accordance with Sections
,4102.3. I through A102.3.2.3.

Exception: Sections A102.3.1 through A102.3.2.3 do not
authorize persons not having legal right of entt'y to enter
on or damage the property of others without consent of the
owner'.

A102.3.1 Support clearance. Persons owning, control-
ling, operating or maintaining electrical transmission or
distribution lines shall have an approt,ed program in place
that identifies poles or towers with equipment and hard-
ware types that have a history of beconring an ignition
source, and provides a combustible free space consisting
of a clearing of not less than l0 feet (3048 mm) in each
direction florn the outer circumference of such pole or
tower during such periods of time as designated by the
code otTicial.

Exception: Lines used exclusively as telephone, tele-
graph, messenger call, alann transmission or other lines
classed as communication circuits by a public utility.

4102.3.2 Electrical distribution and transmission line
clearances. Clearances between vegetation and electrical
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lines shall be in accordance with Sections A102.3.2.1
through A102.3.2.3.

L102.3.2.1Trimming clearance. At the time of trim-
ming, clearances not less than those established by
Table 4102.3.2.1 shall be provided. The radial clear-
ances shown below are minimum clearances that shall
be established, at time of trimming, between the vege-
tation and the energized conductors and associated live
parts.

Exception: The code official is authorized to estab-
lish minimum clearances different than those speci-
fied by Table A102.3.2.1 when evidence
substantiating such other clearances is submitted to
and approved by the code official.

TABLE A102.3.2.1
MINIMUM CLEARANCES BETWEEN VEGETATION AND

ELECTRICAL LINES AT TIME OF TRIMM]NG

LINE VOLTAGE
MINIMUM RADIAL CLEARANCE

FROM CONDUCTOR (feet)

2,4N-12,N0 4

12,001 - I 10,000 6

l10.001 - 300.000 l0
300.001 or more l5

For SI: I foot = 304.8 mrn.

A102.3.2.2 Minimum clearance to be maintained.
Clearances not less than those established by Table
A102.3.2.2 shall be maintained during such periods of
time as designated by the code official. The site-spe-
cific clearance achieved, at time of pruning, shall vary
based on species growth rates. the Lrtility cornpany-spe-
cific trim cycle, the potential line sway due to wind,
line sag due to electrical loading and ambient tempera-
ture and the tree's location in proximity to the high
voltage lines.

Exception: The code official is authorized to estab-
lish minimum clearances different than those speci-
fied by Table A102.3.2.2 when evidence
substantiating such other clearances is submitted to
and approved by the code official.

TABLE A102.3.2.2
MINIMUM CLEARANCES BETWEEN VEGETATION AND

ELECTRICAL LINES TO BE MAINTAINED

LINE VOLTAGE MINIMUM CLEARANCE (inches)

750 - 35,000 6

35,001 - 60.000 12

60,001- 115,000 l9
115,001 - 230,000 30.5

230,001 - 500,000 ll5
For SI: I inch = 25.4 mm.
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A,102.3,2.3 Electrical power line emergencies. Dur-
ing emergencies, the utility shall perform the required
work to the extent necessary to clear the hazard. An
emergensy can include situations such as trees falling
into power lines. or trees in violation of Table
4t02.3.2.2.

4102.4 Correction of condition. The code olTicial is autho-
rized to give notice to the owner of the property on which
conditions regulated by Section Al02 exist to corect such
conditions. If the owner fails to comect such conditions, the
legislative body of the jurisdiction is authorized to cause the
same to be done and make the expense of such correction a

lien on the property where such condition exists.

SECTION A1O3
ACCESS RESTRICTIONS

Al03.l Restricted entry to public lands. The code official
is authorized to determine and publicly an-nounce when wild-
land-urban interface areas shall be closed to entry and when
such areas shall again be opened to entry. Entry on and occu-
pation of wildland-urban interface areas, except public road-
ways, inhabited areas or established trails and campsites that
have not been closed during such time when the wildland-
urban interface area is closed to entry, is prohibited.

Exceptions:

L Residents and owners of private property within
wildland-urban interfoce areas and their invitees
and guests going to or being on their lands.

2. Entry, in the course of duty, by peace or police offi-
cers, and other duly authorized public ofircers,
members of a fire department and members of the
Wildland Firefi ghting Service.

A103.2 Trespassing on posted private property. When the
code official determines that a specific area within a wild-
land-urban interface drea presents an exceptional and con-
tinuing fire danger because of the density of natural growth,
difficulty of terrain, proximity to structures or accessibility to
the public, such areas shall be restricted or closed until
changed conditions wan'ant termination of such restriction or
closure. Such areas shall be posted in accordance with Sec-
tion A103.2.1.

A103.2.1 Signs. Appnoved signs prohibiting entry by
unauthorized persons and referring to this code shall be
placed on every closed area.

4103.2.2 Trespassing. Entering and remaining within
areas closed and posted is prohibited.

Exception: Owners and occupiers of private or public
property within closed and posted areas; their guests or
invitees; authorized persons engaged in the operation
and maintenance ofnecessary utilities such as electrical
power, gas, telephone, water and sewer; and local, state
and federal public officers and their authorized agents
acting in the course of duty.

4103.3 Use of fire roads and defensible space. Motorcy-
cles, motor scooters and motor vehicles shall not be driven or
parked on, and trespassing is prohibited on, fire roads or
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defensible space beyond the point where travel is restricted
by a cable, gate or sign, without the permission of the prop-
erty owners. Vehicles shall not be parked in a manner that
obstructs the entrance to a fire road or tle.fbnsible space.

Exception: Public officers acting within their scope of
duty.

Af03.3.1 Obstructions. Radio and television aerials, guy
wires thereto, and other obstructions shall not be installed
or maintained on fire roads or defensible rpcces, unless
located 16 feet(4877 mm) or more above such fire road or
defensible space.

A103.4 Use of motorcycles, motor scooters, ultralight air-
craft and motor vehicles. Motorcycles, motor scooters,
ultralight aircraft and motor vehicles shall not be operated
within wildland-urban interface area.r, wilhout a permit by
the code official, except on clearly established public or pri-
vate roads. Permission from the property owner shall be pre-
sented when requesting a permit.

A103.5 Tampering with locks, barricades, signs and
address markers. Locks, banicades, seals, cables, signs and
address markers installed w\thin yvildlartd-urban interface
areas,by or under the control of the code official, shall not be
tampered with, mutilated, destroyed or removed.

A103.5.1 Gates, doors, barriers and locks. Gates, doors,
ban'iers and locks installed by or under the control of the
code official shall not be unlocked.

sEcTtoN A104
IGNITION SOURCE CONTROL

4104.1 General. Ignition sources shall be controlled in
accordance with Sections A104.2 through A104.10.

4104.2 Objective. Regulations in this seotion are intended to
provide the minimum requirements to prevent the occurrence
of wildfires.

A104.3 Clearance from ignition sources. Clearance
between ignition sources and grass, brush or other combusti-
ble materials shall be maintained a minimum of 30 t-eet (9144
mm).

4104.4 Smoking. When required by the code official, signs
shall be posted stating NO SMOKING. No person shall
smoke within 15 feet (4572 mm) of combustible materials or
nonfire-resistive vegetation.

Exception: Places of habitation or in the boundaries of
established smoking areas or campsites as designated by
the code official.

A104.5 Equipment and devices generating heat, sparks or
open flames. Equipment and devices generating heat, sparks
or open flames capable of igniting nearby combustibles shall
not be used in wildland-arbcm interface areas without a per-
mit from the code official.

Exception; Use of approved equipment within inhabitated
premises or designated campsites that are a minimum of
30 feet (9144 rnm) from grass-, grain-, brush- or forest-
covered areas.
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A104.6 Fireryorks. Fireworts shall not be used or possessed
in wil dl and- urban i nt e tface area s.

Exception: Fireworks allowed by the code official under
permit in accordance with the Intentotional Fire Code
when not prohibited by applicable local or state laws, ordi-
nances and regulations.

4104.6.1 Authority to seize. The code official is autho-
rized to seize, take, remove or cause to be removed fire-
works in violation of this section.

A104.7 Outdoor fires. Outdoor fires in wildland-urban inter-
face areas shall comply with Sections ,4104.7.1 rhrough
A104.7.3.

L104.7.1 General. No person shall build, ignire or main-
tain any outdoor fire of any kind for any purpose in or on
any wildland.-ttrban intefi'ace orea, except by the authority
of a written permit from the code official.

Exception: Outdoor fires within inhabited premises or
designated campsites where such fires are in a perma-
nent barbecue, portable barbecue, outdoor fireplace,
incinerator or grill and are a minimum of 30 t'eet (9144
mm) tiom any combustible material or nonfire-resistive
vegetation.

4104.7.2 Permits. Pennits shall incorporate such terms
and conditions that will reasonably safeguzu'd public safety
and property. Outdoor fires shall nor be built, ignited or
maintained in or on hazardous fire areas under the follow-
ing conditions:

1. When high winds are blowing,

2. When a person 17 years old or over is not present at
all times to watch and tend such firc. or

3. When a public announcement is made that open
burning is prohibited.

L104.7.3 Restrictions. No person shall use a permanent
barbecue, portable barbecue, outdoor fireplace or grill for
the disposal of rubbish, trash or combustible waste mate-
rial.

A104.8 Incinerators, outdoor fireplaces, permanent bar.
becues and grills. Inclnerators, outdoor fireplaces, perma-
nent barbecues and grills shall not be built, installed or
maintained in wiLdland-urban interface areas without
approval ofthe code official.

A104.8.1 Maintenance. Incinerators, outdoor fireplaces,
permanent barbecues and grills shall be maintained iD
good repair and in a safe condition at all times. Openings
in such appliances shall be provided with an approved
spark arrestor, screen or door.

Exception: When approved by the code official,
unprotected openings in barbecues and grills necessary
for proper functioning.

A104.9 Reckless behavior. The code official is authorized to
stop any actions of a person or persons if the official deter-
mines that the action is reckless and could result in an igni-
tion offire or spread offile.
A104.10 Planting vegetation under or adjacent to ener-
gized electrical lines. Vegetation that, at maturity, would
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grow to within l0 feet (3048 mm) of the energized conduc-
tors shall not be planted under or adjacent to energized power
lines.

SECTION A1O5
CONTROL OF STORAGE

A105.1 General. In addition to the requirements of the lnrer-
national Fire Code, storage and use of the materials shall be
in accordance with Sections A105.2 through A105.4.2.

A105.2 Hazardous materials. Hazardous materials in excess
of 10 gallons (37.8 L) of liquid, 200 cubic feet (5.66 m3) of
gas, or 10 pounds (a.5a kg) of solids require a permit and
shall comply with nationally recognized standards for storage
and use.

4105.3 Explosives. Explosives shall not be possessed, kept,
stored, sold, offered for sale, given away, used, discharged,
transported or disposed of within wildland-urbctn interface
areas, except by permit from the code official.

A105.4 Combustible materials. Outside storage of combus-
tible materials such as, but not limited to, wood, rubber tires,
building materials or paper products shall comply with the
other applicable sections ofthis code and this section.

A105.4.1 Individual piles. lndividual piles shall not
exceed 5,000 square feet (465 m'; of contiguous area.
Piles shall not exceed 50,000 cubic feet (1416 mr) in vol-
ume or l0 f'eet (3048 mm) in height.

L105.4.2 Separation. A clear space of at least 40 feet (12
192 mm) shall be provided between piles. The clear space
shall not contain combustible material or nonfire-resistive
vegetation.

SECTION A106
DUMPING

A106.1 Waste material. Waste material shall not be placed,
deposited or durnped in wildland-urban interface areas, or in,
on or along trails. roadways or highways or against structures
in w' i ldland-ttrban inte tfac e are a s.

Exception: Approved public and approved private dump-
ing areas.

A106.2 Ashes and coals. Ashes and coals shall not be placed,
deposited or dumped in or on wildland-urban interface areas.

Exceptions:

1. ln the hearth of an established fire pit, camp stove or
fireplace.

2. ln a noncombustible container with a tightfitting lid,
which is kept or maintained in a safe location not
less than l0 feet (3M8 mm) from nonfire-resistive
vegetation or structures.

3. Where such ashes or coals are buried and covered
with I foot (305 mm) of mineral earrh not less than
25 feet (7620 mm) from nonfire-resistive vegetation
or structures.
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SECTION A107
PROTECTION OF PUMPS AND WATER STORAGE

FACILITIES

4107.1 General. The reliability of the water supply shall be

in accordance with Sections A107.2 through A107.5.

Lfi7 .2 Objective. The intent of this section is to increase the
reliability of water storage and pumping facilities and to pro-
tect such systems against loss from intrusion by fire.

A107.3 Fuel modification area. Water storage and purnping
facilities shall be provided with a defensibl.e space of not less

than 30 feet (9144 mm) clear of nonfire-resistive vegetation
or growth around and adjacent to such facilities.

Persons owning, controlling, operating or maintaining
water storage and pumping systems requiring this defensible
space are responsible for clearing and removing nonfire-
resistive vegetation and maintainingthe defensible space on

the property owned, leased or controlled by said person.

L107.4 Trees. Portions of trees that extend to within 30 feet
(9144 mm) of combustible portions of water storage and
pumping facilities shall be removed.

A107.5 Protection of electrical power supplies. When elec-
trical pumps are used to provide the required water supply,
such pumps shall be connected to a standby power source to
automatically rnaintain electrical power in the event of power
loss. The standby power source shall be capable ofproviding
power for a minimum of two hours in accordance with Chap-
ter 27 of the lnternational Building Code, Section 604 of the
Inten ational Fire Code and NFPA 70.

Exception: A standby power source is not required where
the primary power service to pumps are underground as

approved by the code official.

SECTION A108
LAND USE LIMITATIONS

A108.1 General. Temporary fairs, carnivals, public exhibi-
tions and similar uses must comply with all other provisions
of this code in addition to enhanced ingress and egress
requirements.

A108.2 Objective. The increased public use of land or struc-
tures in wildland-urban interface areas also increases the
potential threat to life safety. The provisions of this section
are intended to reduce that threat.

A108.3 Permits. Temporary fairs, carnivals, public exhibi-
tions or similar uses shall not be allowed in a designatedwild-
land-urban interface areo, except by permit from the code
official.

Permits shall incorporate such terms and conditions that
will reasonably safeguard public safety and property.

A108.4 Access roadways. ln addition to the requirements in
Section 403, access roadways shall be a minimum of 24 feet
(7315 mm) wide and posted NO PARKING. Two access
roadways shall be provided [o serve the permitted use area.

When required by the code official to facilitate emergency
operations, approved emergency vehicle operating areas shall
be provided.
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SECTION A109
REFERENCED STANDARDS

IBC-2012 lnternational Building Code A107.5

IFC-2012 International Fire Code 4104.6, A.105

A107.5

NFPA 70-l I National Electrical Code A107.5

,l
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VEGETATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

The provisi.otts contabrcd in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the ailopting ordinance.

SECTION 8101
GENERAL

B101.1 Scope. Vegetation maltagement plans shall be sub-
mitted to the code official for review and approval as part of
the plans required for a permit.

8101.2 Plan content. Vegetation management plans shall

describe all actions that will be taken to prevent a fire from
being carried toward or away from the building. A vegetation
mallagement plan shall include at least the following infor-
mation:

l. A copy ofthe site plan.

2. Methods and timetables for controlling, changing or
modifying areas on the property. Elements of the plan

shall include removal of slash, snags, vegetation that

lnay grow into overhead electrical lines, other ground

fuels, ladder fuels and dead trees, and the thinning of
live trees.

3. A plan for maintaining the proposed fuel-rcduction
measures.

B101.3 Fuel modification. To be considered afuel moddica'
tion for purposes of this code. continuous maintenance of the

clearance is requir-ed.
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APPENDIX C

FIRE HAZARD SEVERITY FORM

The provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless spectfteally referenced in the adopting ordinance.

When adopted, this appendix is to be used in place of Table 502,I to determine the fire hazard severity,

A. Subdivision Design Points

1. lngresslEgress

Two or more primary roads

One road

One-way road in, one-way road out

2. Width of Primary Road

20 feet or rnore

Less than 20 f'eet

C. Topography

8% or less

More than S%o,bat less than 207o

20Vo or more, but less than 307o

307o or more

D. Roofing Material

Class A Fire Rated

Class B Fire Rated

Class C Fire Rated

Nonrated

G. Utilities (gas and/or electric)

All underground utilities

One underground, one aboveground

All aboveground

Total for Subdivision

Moderate Hazard

High Hazard

Extreme Hazard

1_
3_
5_

t_
3_

1_
J

3

5_

1_
4_

t0

J. Accessibility

Road grade 5olo or less

Road grade more than 57o

Secondary Road Terminus

Loop roads, cul-de-sacs with an outside
turning radius of45 feet or greater

Cul-de-sac turnaround

Dead-end roads 200 feet or less in length

Dead-end roads greater than 200 feet in length

Fire Protection-Water Source

500 GPM hydrant within 1,000 feet

Hydrant t'arther than 1.000 feet or draft site

Water source 20 min. or less, round trip

Water source farther than 20 min., and
45 rnin. or less, round trip

Water source farther than 45 min., round trip

l_
5_
t0_
20-

1_
2_
5_

7_
r0_

l_
3_
5_

40-59

6{U*-74

75+

E.

-5. Street Signs

Present

Not present

B. Vegetation (IWUIC Definitions)

l. Fuel Types

Light

Medium

Heavy

2. Defensible Space

l\Vo or more of site

30Vo or more, but less than 70Vo of site

I-ess than 307o of site

F. Existing Building Construction Materials

Noncombustible siding/deck l-
Noncombustible siding/combustible deck 5-
Combustible siding and deck l0-

l_
J

t_
5_

t0

l_
10_
20-.
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APPENDIX D

FIRE DANGER RATING SYSTEM

This appendix is an excerpt from the National Fire Danger Rating (NFDR) system, r97g,
United States Department of Agiculture Forest Servirel generalieihnical'reporr IivT-39,

and is for infurmation purposes and is not intendedfor adoptiori.
The fuel models thatfollow are only general descriptions because they represent all witdfire

fuels from Florida to Araska and from the East coast to bafifurnta.

FUEL MODEL KEY

l. Mosses, lichens and low shrubs predominate ground fuels.

A. An overstory of conifers occupies more than one-third
of the site: MODEL e

B. There is no overstory, or it occupies less than one-third
of the site (tundra): MODEL S

lI. Marsh grasses andlor reeds predominate: MODEL N

III. Grasses and/or forbs predominate.

A. There is an open overstory of conifer and/or hardwood
trees: MODEL C

B. There is no overstory.

l. Woody shrubs occupy more than one-third, but less
than two-thirds of the site: MODEL T

2. Woody shrubs occupy less than one-third of the
site.

a. The gtasses and forbs are primarily annuals:
MODEL A

b. The grasses and forbs are primarily perennials:
MODELL

IV. Brush, shrubs, tree reproduction or dwarf tree species
predominate.

A. Average height of woody plants is 6 feet or greater.

L Woody plants occupy two-thirds or more of the
site.

a. One-fourth or more of the woody fbliage is dead.

(l) Mixed California chapanal: MODEL B

(2) Other types of brush: MODEL F

b. Up to one-fourth of the woody foliage is dead:
MODEL Q

c. Little dead foliage: MODEL O

2. Woody plants occupy less than two-thirds of the
site: MODEL F

B. Average height of woody plants is less than 6 feet.

I. Woody plants occupy two-thirds or more of the
site.

a. Western United States: MODEL F

b. Eastern United States: MODEL O
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2. Woody plants occupy less than two-thirds but more
than one-third ofthe site.

a. Western United States: MODEL T
b. Eastern United States: MODEL D

3. Woody plants occupy less than one-third of the site.

a. The grasses and forbs are primarily annuals:
MODELA

b. The grasses and forbs are primarily perennials:
MODELL

V. Trees predominate.

A. Deciduous broadleaf species predominate.

1, The area has been thinned or partially cut, leaving
slash as the major fuel component: MODEL K

2. The area has not been thinned orpartially cut.

a. The overstory is dormant; the leaves have fallen:
MODELE

b. The overstory is in full leaf: MODEL R

B. Conifer species predominate.

1. Lichens, mosses, and low shrubs dominate as
understory fuels: MODEL Q

2. Grasses and forbs are the primary ground fuels:
MODELC

3. Woody shrubs and/or teproduction dominate as
understory fuels.

a. The understory burns readily.

(1) Western United States: MODEL T
(2) Eastern United States:

(a) The understory is more than 6 feet tall:
MODELO

(b) The understory is less than 6 feet tall:
MODELD

b. The understory seldom burns: MODEL H
4. Duff and litter, branchwood, and tree boles are the

primary ground fuels.

a. The overstory is overmature and decadent; there
is a heavy accumulation of dead tree debrjs:
MODELG



APPENDIX D

b. The overstory is not decadent; there is only a

nominal accumulation of debris.

(l) The needles are 2 inches (51 mm) or more in
length (most Pines).

(a) Eastern United States: MODEL P

(b) Western United States: MODEL U

(2) The needles are less than 2 inches (51 mm)
long:MODELH

VI. Slash is the predominant fuel.

A. The tbliage is still attached; there has been little set-

tling.

l. The loading is 25 tons/acre (56'1 tonsiha) or
greater: MODEL I

2. The loading is less than 25 tons/acre (56.1 tons/ha)

but more than l5 tons/acre (33.7 tons/ha): MODEL
J

3. The loading is less than l5 tons/acre (33.7 tonsfta):
MODEL K

B. Settling is evident; the foliage is falling off; grasses,

tbrbs, and shrubs are invading the area'

l. The loading is 25 tons/acre (56.1 tons/ha) or

greater: MODEL J

2. The loading is less than 25 tons/acre (56.1 tonsftra):

MODELK

FUEL MODEL A

This fuel model represents westem grasslands vegetated

by annual grasses and forbs. Brush or trees may be present

but are very sparse, occupying less than a third of the area.

Examples of types where Fuel Model A should be used are

cheatgrass and rnedusahead. Open pinyon-juniper, sage-

brush-grass, and deserl shrub associations may appropri-
ately be assigned this fuel model if the woody plants meet

the density criteria. The quantity and continuiry of the

ground fuels vary greatly with rainfall frorn year to year.

FUEL MODEL B

Mature, dense fields of brush 6 feet (1829 mm) or more in

height are represented by this fuel model. One-fourth or
more of the aerial fuel in sttch stands is dead. Foliage

burns readily. Model B fuels are potentially very danger-

ous, fostering intense. fast-spreading fires' This model is

for California mixed chaparral generally 30 years or older.
The F model is more appropriate for pure chamise stands.

The B moclel may also be used tbr the New Jersey pine

barrens.

I'UELMODEL C

Open pine stands typify Model C fuels. Perennial grasses

and forbs are the primary ground tuel but there is enough

needle litter and branchwood present to contribute signiti-
cantly to the fuel loading. Some brush and shrubs may be

present but they are of little consequence. Situations cov-

erecl by Fuel Model C are open, Iongleaf, slash, ponderosa,

Jeffrey, and sugar pine stands' Some pinyon-juniper stands

may qualify.
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FUBL MODEL D

This fuel model is specifically for the palmetto-gallberry
understory-pine overstory association of the southeast

coastal plains. It can also be used for the so-called "low
pocosins" where Fuel Model O might be too severe' This

model should only be used in the Southeast, because of a

high moisture of extinctjon.

FUELMODELE
Use this model after leaf fall for hardwood and mixed

hardwood-conit'er types where the hardwoods dominate.
The fuel is primarily hardwood leaf litter. The oat-hickory

types are best replesented by Fuel Model E, but E is an

acieptable choice tbr northern hardwoods and mixed for-
ests of the Southeast. In high winds, the fire danger may

be underrated because rolling and blowing leaves are not

accounted for. In the summer after the trees have leafed

out, Fuel Model E should be replaced by Fuel Model R'

FUELMODEL F

Fuel Model F is the only one of the 1972 NFDR System

Fuel Models whose application has changed. Model F now

represents mature closed chamise stands and oakbrush

fields of Arizona, Utah and Colorado. It also applies to

young, closed stands and mature, open stands ofCalifornia
mixed chaparral. Open stands ofpinyon-juniper are repre-

sented: however, fire activity will be overated at low
wind speeds and where there is sparse ground fuels.

FUEL MODEL G

Fuel Model G is used for dense conifer stands where there

is a heavy accumulation of litter and downed woody mate-
rial. Such stands are typically ovetmature and rnay also be

suffering insect, disease, wind or ice damage-natural
events that create a very heavy buildup ofdead material on

the forest tloor. The duff and litter are deep, and much of
the woody material is more than 3 inches (76 mm) in
diameter. The undergrowth is variable, but shrubs are usu-

ally restricted to openings. Types meant to be represented

by Fuel Model G are hemlock-Sitka spruce, Coast Doug-
las-fir. and wind-thrown or bug-killed stands of lodgepole
pine and spruce.

FUEL MODEL H

The short-needled conifers (white pines, sprucesr larches

and firs) are represented by Fuel Model H. In cortrast to
Model G fuels, Fuel Model H describes a healthy stand

with sparse undergrowth and a thin layer of ground f'uels.

Fires in H fuels are typically slow spreading and are dan-

gerous only in scattered areas where the downed woody
material is concentrated.

FUELMODEL I
Fuel Model I was designed tbr clearcut conifer slash

where the total loading of materials less than 6 inches (152

mm) in diameter exceeds 25 tons/acre (56.1 metric tons/
ha). After settling and the tines (needles and twigs) fall
tiom the branches, Fuel Model I will overrate the fire
potential. For lighter loadings of clearcut conifer slash, use

Fuel Model J, and ft-rr light thinnings and partial cuts
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where the slash is scattered under a residual overstory, use
Fuel Model K.

FUEL MODEL J

This model is complementary to Fuel Model I. It is for
clearcuts and heavily thinned conifer stands where the
total loading of matedals less than 6 inches (152 mm) in
diameter is less than 25 tons/acre (56.1 metric tons/ha).
Again. as the slash ages, the fire potential will be over-
rated.

FUEL MODEL K

Slash fuels from light tbinnings and partial cuts in conifer
stands are represented by Fuel Model K. Typically, the
slash is scattered about under an open overstory. This
model applies to hardwood slash and to southern pine
clearcuts where the loading of all luels is less than I 5 tons/
acre (33.7 tonsiha).

FUEL MODEL L
This tuel model is meant to represent westem grasslands
vegetated by perennial grasses. The principal species are

coarser and the loadings heavier than those in Model A
fuels. Otherwise, the situations are very similar; shrubs

and trees occlrpy less than one-third ofthe area. The quan-
tity of fuel in these areas is more stable from year to year.
In sagebrush areas, Fuel Model T may be more appropri-
ate.

FUELMODELN
This fuel rnodel was constructed specitically for the saw-
grass prairies of south Florida. It may be useful in other
marsh situations where the fuel is coarse and reedlike.
This rnodel assumes that one-third of the aerial portion of
the plants is dead. Fast-spreading. intense fires can occur
even over standing water.

FUEL MODEL O

The O t'uel model applies to dense, brushlike fuels of the

Southeast. O fuels, except for a deep litter layer, are

almost entirely living, in contrast to B fuels. The foliage
burns readily. except during the active growing season.
The plants are typically over 6 feet (1829 mm) tall and are

often found under an open stand of pine. The high poco-
sins of the Virginia, North and South Carolina coasts are

the ideal of Fuel Model O. If the plants do not meet the 6-
foot (1829 rrm) criterion in those areas, Fuel Model D
should be used.

F'UELMODELP
Closed, thrifty stands of long-needled southern pines are

characteristic of P fuels. A 2- to 4-inch (51 to 102 mm)
layer of Iightly compacted needle litter is the primary fuel.
Some srnall-diameter branchwood is present, but the den-
sity of the canopy precludes more than a scattering of
shrubs and grass. Fuel Model P has the high moisture of
extinction characteristic of the Southeast. The correspond-
ing rnodel tbr other long-needled pines is U.
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FTIEL MODEL Q

Upland Alaskan black spruce is represented by Fuel
Model Q. The stands are dense but have frequent openings

filled with usually flammable shrub species. The forest
floor is a deep layer of moss and lichens, but therc is some
needle litter and small-diameter branchwood. The
branches are persistent on the trees, and ground fires easily
reach into the tree crowns. This fuel model may be useful
for jack pine stands in the Lake States. Ground tires are

typically slow spreading, but a dangerous crowning poten-
tial exists.

FUELMODEL R

This fuel model represents the hardwood areas after the
canopies leaf out in the spring. It is provided as the off-
season substitute for E. It should be used during the sum-
mer in all hardwood and mixed conifer-hardwood stands

where more than half of the overstory is deciduous.

FUEL MODEL S

Alaskan or alpine tundra on relatively well-drained sites is
the S tuel. Grass and low shrubs are often present, but the
principal fuel is a deep layer of lichens and moss. Fires in
these fuels are not fast spreading or intense, but are diffi-
cult to extinguish.

FUEL MODEL T

The bothersorne sagebrush-grass types of the Great Basin
and the Intermountain West are characteristic of T fuels.
The shrubs burn easily and are not dense enough to shade

out grass and other herbaceous plants. The shrubs must
occupy at least one-third of the site or the A or L fuel mod-
els should be used. Fuel Model T might be used for imma-
turc scrub oak and desert shrub associations in the West,
and the scrub oak-wire grass type in the Southeast.

FUEL MODEL U

Closed stands of western long-needled pines are covered
by this model. The ground fuels are primarily litter and

small branchwood. Grass and shrubs are precluded by the
dense canopy but occur in the occasional natural opening.
Fuel Model U should be used for ponderosa, Jeffrey, sugar
pine, and red pine stands of the Lake States. Fuel Model P
is the conesponding model for southern pine plantations.
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APPENDIX E

FINDINGS OF FACT

This appendix is for informalion purposes and is not intended for adoption.

Originally, most fire and building codes were written and
adopted at the local government level. As a result, there were
many diff'erences in code provisions from community to
community. Local problems often resulted in unique code
provisions that were appropriate to the local situation. but not
of much use in other communities.

With the development of uniform and model codes and
their subsequent adoption by state governments, the common
features were applied everywhere. Once the basic provisions
were codified into a format and sructure that had appeal to
both code officials and the builder-development community,
their code became "minimum standards." The model codes
were just that-a document that set the minimum criteria that
most communities could find acceptable, but not intended to
solve every problem everywhere. The developers of model
codes letl one option to be used: those exceptional situations
that require local modifications based on a specific problem
could use a specific process to increase the level of a particu-
lar requirement.

The solution that was cornmonly made available in the
model adoption process was the development of written
"findings of fact" that justified modifications by local code
officials. Many state codes identify a specific adoption pro-
cess. This provision requires that a certain amount ofresearch
and analysis be conducted to support a written finding that is
both credible and professional. In the context of adopting a
supplemental document such as the wildland-urban interface
provision, the writing ofthese findings is essential in creating
the maps and overlap needed to use their specific options.

The purpose of this appendix is to provide an overview of
how local code officials could approach this process. There
are three essential phenomena cited in some model adoption
statutes that vary from community to community: climate,
topography and geography. Although it can be agreed that
there are other findings that could draw distinction in local
effects, these three features are also consistent with standard
code text that offers opportunity to be more restrictive than
local codes.

One point that needs to be reinforced is that the process
demands a high level of professionalism to protect the code
official's credibility in adopting more restrictive require-
ments. A superficial effort in preparing the findings of fact
could jeopardize the proposed or adopted code restriction. A
code official should devote a sufficient amount of time to
draft the findings of fact to ensure that the facts are accurate,
comprehensive and verifi able.

DEFINITIONS

CLIMATE. The average course or condition of the weather
at a particular place over a period of many years, as exhibited
in absolute extremes, means and frequencies of given depar-
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tures from these means (i.e., of temperature, wind velocity,
precipitation and other weather elements).

GEOGRAPHY. "A science that deals with the earth and its
life, especially the descliption of Iand, sea, air, and the distri-
bution of plant and animal life including man and his indus-
tries with reference to the mutual relations of these diverse
elements." Webster's Third New International Dictionary of
the English lnnguage, Unabridged.

INSURANCE SERYICES OFFICE (ISO). An agency that
recommends fire insurance rates based on a grading schedule
that incorporates evaluation of fire fighting resources and
capabilities.

TOPOGRAPHY. The configuration of landmass surface,
including its relief (elevation) and the position of its natural
and man-made features that affect the ability to cross or tran-
sit a terrain.

CLIMATIC CONSIDERATIONS

There are two types of climates: macro and micro. A
macro climate affects an entire region and gives the area a
general environmental context. A micro climate is a specific
variation that could be related to the other two tactors, topog-
raphy and geography. A micro climate may cover a relatively
small area or be able to encompass an entire community, as
opposed to another community in the same county.

Clirnatic consideration should be given to the extremes,
means and anomalies of the following weather elements:

1. Temperatures.

2. Relative humidities.

3. Precipitation and f'looding conditions.

4. Wind speed and duration of periods of high velocity.
5. Wind direction.

6. Fog and other atmospheric conditions.

What is essential in creating an wildland-urban overlay are
the data that suggest the existence of critical. fire weather in
the jurisdiction.

TOPOGRAPHIC CONSIDERATIONS

Topographic considerations should be given to the pres-
ence of the following topographical elements:

l. Elevation and ranges ofelevation.
2. Location of ri dges, drainages and escarprnen ts.

3. Percent ofgrade (slope).

4. Location of roads, bridges and railroads.
5. Other topographical features, such as aspect exposure.
This information becomes an important part of creating an

analysis of wildland-urban areas because topography and
slope are key elements (along with fuel type) that create the
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need for specific ignition-resistance requirements in this
code.

GEOGRAPHIC CONSIDERATIONS

Geography should be evaluated to determine the relation-
ship between man-made improvements (creating an expo-
sure) and factor:s such as the following:

l. Fuel types, concentration in a mosaic and distribution
of fuel types,

2. Earthquake fault zones.

3. Hazardous material routes.

4. Artifi cial boundaries created by jurisdictional boundar-
ies.

5. Vulnerabiliry of infrastructure to damage by climate
and topographical concems.

Fuel types are the final cornponent of the findings that
suggest the need for identifying wildland-urban areas in a
jurisdiction. Review Appendix D for a brief description of the
various fuel models that relate to the specific areas under
evaluation.

REPORTING THE FINDINGS

After a person has researched a specific jurisdictional area,

the facts should tre incorporated into a written document that
reflects how these t'acts relate to the code official's specific
needs. The following is an exhibit that incorporates one such

report. It should be reviewed as an example of how a relation-
ship can be drawn between specific facts, fire-protection
problems and specific code modifications. lt should be noted
that this is an example only.

EXHIBIT I - Findings

The iADMINISTRAToRT does herewith make findings that
certain climatic, topographic or geological features exist in
the IJURISDICTIONI, and that those features can, under certain
circumstances, affect emergency services. Further, certain
code amendments are made to the UNTERNATIoNAL FIRE

coort and TINTERNATIoNAL BUILDING coDEl that are aimed at

mitigating, to the extent possible, the impact of those fea-
tures.

Finding 1

That the tJuRrsplcrroNr is situated on the slopes of and at
the base of the tNeue, or umtst. Mountains, with drainages
tiom the IDTRECTIoNI portion of the district, including [osNI-
TIFY LOCAL CREEKS/STREAMS/RIVERS], which, when flOoded,
could result in conditions rendering fire department vehicular
traffic access unduly burdensome or impossible.

Further, the flood conditions described above cary the
potential for overcoming the ability of the fire department to
aid or assist in fire control, evacuations, rescues and the
emergency task demands inherent in such situations. The
potential for the aforementioned flooding conditions to result
in limiting fire department emergency vehicular traffic, with
resulting overtaxing fire department personnel, may further
cause a substantial or total lack of protection against fire for
the buildings and structures located within the jurisdiction.

The aforementioned conditions support the imposition of
fire-protection requirements greater than those set fbrth in the
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IINTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE OR INTFRNAT]ONAL FIRE
CODEI.

Finding 2

That the IJURISpICTION| is situated near LNUMBER oF
FAIJLTSI rnajor taults, each capable ofgenerating earthquakes
of significant magnitude. These are the TNAME oF FAULTSI.

These faults are subject to becoming active at any time; the

UURISDICTIoNI is particularly vulnerable to devastation
should such an earthquake occur.

The potential effects of earthquake activity include isolat-
ing the U_UnISDIerpN.l from the surrounding area and restrict-
ing or eliminating internal circulation due to the potential for
collapsing of highway overpasses and underpasses, along
with other bridges in the district, or an earth slide, and the
potential for vertical movement rendering surface travel
unduly burdensome or impossible.

Additional potential situations inherent in such an occur-
rence include loss of the I.'URISDICTI0N] water sources; IIDEN-
TIFY LoCAL SoURCESI would be expected to suffer damage,
along with the local reservoirs and water mains; broken natu-
ral gas mains causing structure and other fires; leakage of
hazardous materials: the need for rescues from collapsed
structures; and the rendering of first aid and other medical
attention to large numbers of people.

The protection of human life and the preservation of prop-
erty in the event of snch an occurrence support the imposition
of fire-protection requirements greater than those set forth in
thE INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE OR INTERNATIONAL FIRE

CODEI.

Finding 3

That the IJURISDICTION] iS TIDENTIFY MAJOR TRANSPORTA.

rIoN RourESl. tIpENTIFy RourEr is designated by the tJURrs-
DtCTtoNl as an approved transportation route for highly toxic
and radioactive materials.

The potential for release or threatened release of a hazard-
ous material along one of these routes is highly probable
given the volume transported daily. Incidents of this nature
will normally require all available emergency response per-
sonnel to prevent injury and loss of lif'e and to prevent, as far
as practicable, property loss. Emergency personnel respond-
ing to such aforementioned incidents may be unduly impeded
and delayed in accomplishing an emergency response as a
result of this situation, with the potential result of undue and
unnecessary risk to the protection of lit'e and public safety
and, in particular, endangering residents and occupants in
buildings or structures without the protection of automatic
sprinklers.

The aforementioned problems support the imposition of
fire-protection requirements greater than those set lbrth in the
IINTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE OR INTERNATIONAL FIRE

CODEI.

Finding 4

The seasonal climatic conditions during the late summer
and fall create numerous serious difficulties regarding the
control of and protection against fires in the truRIsDICTlONl.
The hot, dry weather typical of this area in summer and fall,
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coupled with IpENTrFy ApprTroNAL cLlMATtc coNDrTloNSl
frequently results in wildfires that threaten or could threaten
the UURIsDrcrroNt.

Although some code requirements, such as fire-resistive
roof classification, have a direct bearing on building survival
in a wildland fire situation, others, such as residential auto-
matic sprinklers, may also have a positive effect. In dry cli-
mate on low humidity days, many materials arc much more
easily ignited. More fircs are likely to occur and any fire,
once started, can expand extremely rapidly. Residential auto-
matic sprinklers can arrest a fire starting within a structure
before the fire is able to splead to adjacent brush and struc-
tures.

Seasonal winds also have the potential for interFering with
emergency vehicle access, delaying or making impossible
fire responses, because of toppling of extensive plantings of
TTYPE OF TREESI trees. The trees are subject to uprooting in
strong winds due to relatively small root bases compared to
the tree itself.

The atbrementioned problems support the imposition of
fire-protection requirements greater than those set forth in the

IINTERNATIONAI- BIJILDING CODE OR INTERNATIONAL FIRE

copEl.

Finding 5

The IJURISDICTION.I is A TDESCRIBE TYPE OF REGIONI and
experiences water shortages from time to time. Those short-
ages can have a severely adverse effect on water availability
fbr'firefighting.

Fires starting in sprinklered buildings are typically con-
trolled by one or two sprinkler heads, t'lowing as little as 13

gallons per minute (0.82 L/s) each.

Hose streams used by engine companies on well-estab-
Iished structure fires operate at about 250 gallons per minute
(15.8 L/s) each, and the estimated water need for a typical
residential fire is 1,250 to 1,500 gallons per minute (78.9 to
94.6 L/s), according to the Insurance Services Office.

Under circumstances such as earthquakes, when multiple
fires start within the community, the limited water demands
of residential automatic sprinklers would contuol and extin-
guish many tires before they spread from building to build-
ing. In such a disaster. water demands needed for
conflagration firefighting probably would not be available.

The aforementioned problems suppol't the imposition of
fire-protection requirements greater than those set forth in the

[INTERNATIONAL BLIILDING CODE OR INTERNATIONAL FIRE

CODEI.

Finding 6

The topography of the UURISDICTIoNI presents problems
in delivery of emergency services, including fire protection.
Hilly terrain has rarow, winding roads with little circulation.
preventing rapid access and orderly evacuation. Much of
these hills are covered with highly nonfire-resistive natural
vegetation. In addition to access and evacuation problems,
the terain rnakes delivery of water extremely difficult. Some
hill areas are served by water pump systems subject to failure
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in fire, high winds, earthquake arrd other power failure situa-
tions.

The aforementioned problems support the imposition of
fire protection requirements greater than those set forth in the
IINTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE OR INTERNATIONAL FIRE

copEr.

SUMMARY

Efforts to produce comprehensive findings of fact cannot
be underestirnated, It is an essential step for fire-protection
professionals to take before risking the proposal to modify a

model code with a requirement that is unique to that commu-
nity. Done properly, a findings-of-fact document will not
only support the adoption of a local modification, it may
make it virtually impossible to ignore the need without creat-
ing a community consequence.
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APPENDIX F

This appendix is for infunnation purposes qnd is not intendedfor adoption.

All plants will burn under extreme fire weather conditions
such as drought. However, plants burn at different intensities
and rates of consumption. Fire-r'esistive plants burn at a rela-
tively low intensity, slow rates of spread and with short t'lame
lengths. The following are characteristics of fire-resistive
vegetation:

1. Growth with little or no accumulation of dead vegeta-
tion (either on the ground or standing upright).

2. Nonresjnous plants (willow. poplar or tulip trees).

3. Low volume of total vegetation (fbr example. a gmss
.uea as opposed to a forest or shrub-covered land).

4. Plants with high live fuel moisture (plants that contain a
large amount of water in comparison to their dry
weight).

5. Drought-tolerant plants (deeply rooted plants with
thick, heavy leaves).

6. Stands without ladder fuels (plants without small, fine
branches and limbs between the ground and the canopy
of overtopping shrubs and trees).

7. Plants requiring little maintenance (slow-growing
plants that, when maintained. require little care).

8. Plants with woody stenrs and branches that require pro-
Ionged heating to ignite.

CHARACTEHISTICS OF FIRE.RESISTIVE VEGETATION
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APPENDIX G

SELF.DEFENSE MECHANISM

This appendix is for information purposes and is not inteniledfor a.doption.

IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM
The Inturnational Wiklland-Urban Intetface Code estab_
lishes a set of minimum standards to reduce the loss of prop_
erty from wildfire. The purpose of these standards ls io
prevent wildfire spreading from vegetation to a building. Fre_
quently, proposals are made by property or landownirs of
buildings located in the wildland-urban interface to consider
other options and alternatives instead of meeting these mini_
mum standards. This appendix chapterprovides discussion of
some elements of the proposed self-defense mechanisms and
their role in enhancirrg the protection of exposed structures.

STRUCTURAL SURVIVABILITY
Various stages of assault occul as a building is exposed to a
wildland-urban fir-e. Ashes are cast in front of a fiie out of a
smoke or convection column, which can rcsult in secondary
ignitions. Heavier ernbers that have more body weight and
may contain more heat to serve as sources of ignition follow.
Finally, the actual intrusion of a flame front and the radiant
heat flux can expose combustibles outside of a building and
the exterior structure of a building to various levels ofradiant
heat. A study revealed that the actual exposure of a building
to the flame front by the perimeter of the fire was usually lesi
than six rninutes. However, the exposure to the forms of other
materials that can result in proliferation of other ignitions can
vary, depending on wind, topography and fuel conditions.

To enhance structural survivability, the self-defense mech-
anisms must, first, do everything possible to prevent the igni-
tion of materials from objects that are cast in front of the fire
and, second. they must withstand the assault of the fire on the
structurc to prevent flames from penetrating into the building
and resulting in an interior fire. There are considerable prob-
lems in achieving both of these objectives using some of the
proposed alternative forms of protection such as the lack of
definitive standards for self-defense mechanisms on the exte-
rior of buildings. Although llre serrrice has done considerable
research into the evaluation of technology. such as smoke
detectors. fire alanns, and interior sprinkler systems, very
limited amount of study has been done on exterior sprinkler
systems.

All forms of fire protection are classified as either active
or passive. Active fire protection is taking specific action to
control the fire in some manner. Passive fire protection uses
resistance to ignition or provides some form of warning that
allows other action to be taken. These two classilications of
self'-defense mechanisms create different problems with
regard to being accepted as alternatives for building construc_
tion. Furtherrrore, certain self-defense mechanisms must be
built in during new construction, and others may only be
capable of being added as a retrofit to existing structures. As
a matter of public policy, most code officials ale reluctant to
accept passive ire protection as an equivalent to a construc-
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tion requirement, but are also reluctant to accept active fire
protection systems that require intervention by suppression
personnel.

The unequal distribution of self-defense mechanisms
within a specific neighborhood poses another problem. If an
individual is granted a waiver or exemption on the basis of
putting in a nonmandated self-defense mechanism, and the
neighbors to either side choose not to do so, or are not given
the same options, there is a potential operational probleri.

ALTERNATIVE CONCEPTS

This appendix chapter provides consideration of the follow-
ing alternatives: (1) exterior sprinkler systems, (2) alternative
water supply systems for exposure protection, (3) Class A
foam systems, (4) enhanced exterior fire protection, (5) shel_
tering in place, and (6) building location.

Exterior sprinkler systems. Currently, there is no nationally
accepted standard for the design and installation of exterior
fire sprinkler systems, Interior sprinkler systems are regulated
by nationally recognized standards that have specific riquire-
ments. However, extedor sprinkler systems lack such unifor-
mity. What is generally proposed is a type of sprinkler
system, placed on the roofs or eaves ofa building, whose pri-
mary purpose is to wet down the roof. These types of systems
can be activated either manually or automatically. However,
the conternporary thought on exterior sprinkler systems is
that if the roof classification is of sufficient fire resistance.
exterior sprinklers are of little or no value.

Another option and alternative with exterior sprinklers is
to use them to improve the relative humidity and fuel mois-
ture in the clefensible space. In this case, the exterior sprinkler
is not used to protect the structure as much as it attempts to
alter the fuel situation. However, studies do not support the
idea that merely spraying water into the air in the immediate
vicinity of a rapidly advancing wildland-urban fire does
much good. Clearly, irrigation systems that keep plants
healthy and fire-resistive plants that resist conveciion and
radiated heat can accomplish the same purpose.

Alternative water supply systems for exposure protection.
Pools and spas are often offered as an alternative water
source for fire departments. These water sources must be
accessible and reliable to be of any use by fire protection
forces. Accessibility means that the fire department must be
able to withdraw the water without having to go through
extraordinary measures such as knocking down fences or
having to set up drafting situations. Designs have been cre_
ated to put liquid- or gas-fueled pumps or gavity valves on
pools and spas to allow fire departments to access these water
systems. A key vulnerability to the use of these alternative
water systems is loss of electrical power. When the reliability
ofa water system depends on external power soulces, it can_
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APPENDIX G

not be relied upon by firefighters to be available in a worst-

case scenario.

Class A foam systems. A new and emerging technology is

the concept of Class A foam devices. These are devices that

allow a homeowner to literally coat the exterior of their house

with a thick layer of foam that prevents the penetration of
embers and radiant heat to the structure, There is no nation-

ally recognized standard for Class A foam technology; how-

ever, experiments in various wildland fire agencies seem to

advocate foaming houses in advance of fire and flame fronts'

To be accepted by the code official, the Class A foam system

should pasi rigoious scrutiny with regard to the manner and

needs in whicli it is activated, the ways and means in which it
is properly maintained, and a ways and rneans to test the sys-

tem for its operational readiness during hiatus between emer-

gencies.

Enhanced exterior fire protection. This alternative method

would increase the degree of fire resistance on the exterior of
a building. This is most often an alternative recommended as

a retroactive application when individual properties cannot

achieve adequate defensible space on the exterior of a build-

ing. Normally, fire resistance and building scenarios are con-

ceined with containing a fire. Fire-resistance ratings within

building design infers resistance to a fire for the specified

time to compartmentalize the building's interior.

To improve fire resistance on the exterior of the structure,

the primary emphasis is on preventing intrusion into the

building. This means protection of apertures and openings

that may or may not be required to have any degree of fire
resistance by accepted building codes. The option that is
available here is for individuals to provide coverage in the

form ofshutters or closures to these areas, which, along with
maintenance of perimeter-free combustibles, can often pre-

vent intrusion.

There are obvious limitations to this alternative. First and

foremost is the means of adequately evaluating the proposed

fire resistance of any given assembly. Testing techniques to

determine fire resistance for such objects as drywall and other

forms of construction may not be applicable to exterior appli-

cation. Nonetheless, code officials should determine the util-
ity of a specific fire resistance proposal by extrapolating

conservatively.

Shelter in place. Developments in the wildland-urban inter-

face may be designed to allow occupants to "Shelter in
Place." Use of this design alternative should include ignition-
resistant construction, access, water supply, automatic sprin-

kler systems, provisions for and maintenance of defensible

space, and a Fire Protection Plan.

A Fire Protection Plan describes ways to minimize the fire
problems created by a specific project or development. The

purpose for the Fire Protection Plan is to reduce the burden

and impact of the project or development on the cornmunity's

fire protection delivery system. The plan may utilize compo-
nents of land use, building construction, vegetation manage-

ment and other design techniques and technologies. It should

include specific mitigation measures consistent with the

unique problems resulting from the location, topography,
geology, flammable vegetation and climate of the proposed

4S

site. The plan shall be consistent with this code, and approved

by the fire code official. The cost of preparation and review

are to be borne by the project or development proponent.

Building location. The location of a new building within lot I
lines should be considered as it relates to topography and {ire

behavior. Buildings Iocated in natural chimneys, such as nar-

row canyons and saddles, are especially fire prone because

winds aie funneled into these areas and eddies are created'

Buildings located on narrow ridges without setbacks may be

subjected to increased flame and convective heat exposure

from a fire advancing from below. Stone or masonry walls

can act as heat shields and deflect the flames. Swimming
pools and rated or noncombustible decks and patios can be

usecl to create a setback, decreasing the exposure to the struc-

ture. Attic and under floor ventsn picture windows and sliding

glass doors should not face possible corridors due to the

increased risk of flame or ember penetration'

CONCLUSION

The purpose of the Intemati.onal Wildland-Urban lnterface
Codi is to establish minimum standards that prevent the loss

of structures, even if fire department intervention is absent.

To accept alternative self-defense mechanisms, the code offi-
cial must carefully examine whether these devices will be in
place at the time of an event and whether or not they will
assist or actually complicate the defense of the structure by

fire suppression fbrces if they are available'

The best alternative to having a building comply with all
of the provisions of this code is to remove sources of fuel'
This is closely paralleled by excellent housekeeping betwern

the vegetation and the structure. Alternative ways of achiev-
ing each of these goals can and should be considered after

scrutiny by appropriately credentialed and qualified fire pro-

tection personnel.
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INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND.URBAN INTERFACE
CODE FLOWCHART

This appendix is for infonnation purposes and is not intendedfor a.doption.

(see page 50) (see page 51) (see page 52)

Access Required
402.',t.1
402.2.1

403
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NotAllowed
Per Table 503.1,

Footnote 2
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NEW RULE #2

24,301.175 INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE OF INTERNATIONAL WILDLAND-
URBAN INTERFACE CODE (IWUIC)

(1) The department adopts and incorporates bv reference the InternationalWildland-
Urban Interface Code. 2012 edition, published bv the lnternational Code Council, unless
another edition is specifically stated. toqether with Appendix "B" (Veqetation
Manaqement Plan) and Appendix "C" (Fire Hazard Severitv Form).

(2) Section 302 is deleted in its entiretv and replaced with the followinq:
"The qovernmental body or some other official state or local aqencv shall declare

the wildland-urban interface areas within the iurisdiction. Such declaration or
desiqnation shall be based on findings of fact or some other process already completed
such as mapping, boundary desiqnations, or other informative processes such as
wildland fire plans. Cities, counties, and towns that have adopted the lnternational
Buildinq Code or the lnternational Residential Code in connection with their certification
to enforce buildinq codes will. if they elect to enforce the lnternational Wildland-Urban
lnterface Code. record the officialwildland-urban interface areas on maps available for
inspection by the public.

(3) Chapter 4 is deleted in its entirety.
(4) Subsection 101.2. Scope, is modified bv:

(a) Deletinq the first sentence and replacinq with. "The provisions of this code
shall apply to the construction, alteration. movement. repair, addition, chanqe-of-use or
remodeling of anv buildinq. structure. or premises within the desiqnated wildland-urban
interface within the jurisdiction. "

(5) Subsection 101.4, Retroactivitv. is deleted in its entiretv.
(6) Subsection 101.5, Additions or alterations, delete the written exception.
(7) Subsection 101.6. Maintenance, is deleted in its entiretv.
(8) Subsection 102.6, Existino Conditions, is modified bv:

(a) Deletinq "lnternational Property Maintenance Code."
(9) Section 103. EnforcementAqency, is deleted in its entiretv.
(10) Subsection 107.2 Permits required, retain the first sentence and delete the

remainder of the subsection.
(11) Subsection 109.4.4. Citations. is deleted in its entirety.
(12) Subsection 109.4.5, Unsafe Conditions, is deleted in its entirety.
(13) Subsection 109.4.5.1. Record. is deleted in its entiretv.
(14) Subsection 109.4.5.2, Notice, is deleted in its entirety.
(15) Subsection 109.4.5.2.1 , Method of Service. is deleted in its entirety.
(16) Subsection 109.4.5.3, Placardinq, is deleted in its entiretv.
(17) Subsection 109.4.5.3.1, Placard Removal, is deleted in its entirety.
('18) Subsection 109.4.5.4. Abatement. is deleted in its entiretv.
(19) Subsection 109.4.5.5, Summarv Abatement, is deleted in its entiretv.
(20) Subsection 109.4.5.6, Evacuation. is deleted in its entirety.



DEFENSIBLE
SPACE

Fire Hazard Severity
Moderate Hazard Hiqh Hazard Extreme Hazard

Nonconformino tR2 tR1 IR1 N.C.
Conforminq rR3 tR2 rR1

1.5 X Conformino Not Required IR3 tR2

(21) Replace Table 503.1 "lqnition-Resistant Construction" with the one below.

(22) Section 602, Automatic Sprinkler Systems, is deleted in its entirety.
(23) Section 604, Maintenance Of Defensible Space, is deleted in its entiretv.
(24) The IWUIC adopted bv reference in (1) is a nationally recoqnized model code

settinq forth minimum standards and requirements for the safequardinq of life and
propertv. A copy of the IWUIC may be obtained from the Department of Labor and
lndustrv, Buildinq Codes Bureau, P.O. Box 200517. Helena, MT 59620-0517. at cost
plus postaqe and handlinq. A copy may also be obtained by writinq to the lnternational
Code Council. 4051 West Flossmoor Road, Countrv Club Hills. lL 60478-5795, or on
their web site at www.lCCSafe.orq.

REASON: Language in (1) is pursuant to 50-60-202 MCA where the department is the
sole agency to promulgate building regulations and 50-60-203 to do so by rule.

Appendix "B" and "C" are adopted to aid citizens in vegetation management and in
determining fire hazard severity.

Language in (2) is replaced to facilitate the designation of the wildland-urban interface

to an appropriate agency with authority to designate.

Language in (3) deletes chapter 4 as this chapter deals with subdivision review and

infrastructure which is outside the authority of the department and falls to local

government.

Language in (a) through (20) amends or deletes administrative language of the code to
be in line with existing statutory language regarding such administrative issues.

Language in (21) - Table 503.1 is amended from code text pursuant to
recommendations from the Building Codes Advisory Council.

Language in (22) is deleted to reflect recommendations from the Building Codes
Advisory Council.



Language in (23) is deleted to be in line with existing statutory language regarding
jurisdictional authority afforded the department - the department does not possess
authority over existing conditions and maintenance of the defensible space, although a

condition to be complied with at the time of construction, falls outside jurisdiction once
the construction is complete.

Language in (24) is being added to inform citizens and stakeholders about the purpose
of this code and how to obtain copies.
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