
MontanaWeed Control Association

P.O. Box 315

Twin Bridges, MT 59754

September 26,2013

Re: Montana Noxious Weed Seed Free Forage Program Funding

Montana's NWSFF program ensures that hay and straw utilized in Montana's back country and on
construction projects across the state are free of noxious weeds. By preventing the spread of noxious
weeds into weed-free areas, the NWSFF program benefits our state both economically and
environmentally. The cost of treatment once these plants move into new areas is costly and the damage
to Montana's pristine environment by the spread of these weeds is devastating. Any action we can take
to prevent this spread is extremely important.

After the passage of 58144 this past session, the Department of Agriculture took steps to make the
NWSFF program self-sustaining. By recommending fee increases for those who utilize the system, the
program would fund itself, and not be reliant on the support of other revenue to keep it sustained. lt
was a good, common-sense solution to the shortfall in funding, and the program would continue to
protect our state from further weed-spread. The needs of our back country sportsmen and the
construction industry would be fulfilled, by still being able to purchase these products from in-state
producers.

We the undersigned ask that the Economic Affairs lnterim Committee reconsider its decision objecting
to the NWSFF program becoming self-funded. This program is vital to the noxious weed management
efforts of our counties and agencies across our state.
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